ecause there is one loaf, we,
who are many, are one body,
for we all partake of the one lodf.
1 Corinthians 10:17
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This Week’s Schedule:

Today: 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Pastor Bill willc  ontinue our
brief series on “The Biblical Response to the
Global Warming Craze”

10:30 AM - Morning Worship - We will celebrate Com -
munion together, remember the Lord’'s death
at His Table. Pastor Bill will continue our
series on the similarities and differences
between Baptists, Lutherans and Presbyteri-
ans - our sixth installment - the Table of the
Lord.

5:00 PM - Our last Outdoor Evening Fellowship oft  he

Summer at the home of Harvey and Bev
Weinberg - see they or Pastor Farrow for
directions.

Wednesday: 7:30 PM - Bible Study & Prayer Meeting -  Praying for
Members and Attendees and families, as
well as for other immediate needs.

Saturday: 8:00 AM - Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study a  tthe Church

Shallow Preaching

Shallow preaching that does not grapple with the terri
fact of man’s sinfulness and guilt, calling ‘@l men every-
where to repent,tesults in shallow conversions; and so we
have a myriad of glib-tongued professors today who give n|
evidence of regeneration whatever. Prating of salvation by
grace, they manifest no grace in their lives. Loudly deda
they are justified by faith alone, they fail to rememtbet
“faith without works is dead”;and that justification by works
before men is not to be ignored as though it were in contr
tion to justification by faith before God. We need to reread '

James 3 and let its serious message sink deep into ots, fieat it may control our
lives.“If | regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear melNo man can truly
believe in Christ, who does not first repent. Nor Wi#l repentance end when he has
saving faith, but the more he knows God as he goes on througbettse the deeper
will that repentance become. A servant of Christ shigzpented before | knew the
meaning of the word. | have repented far more since than | did thétarry Ironside

Next Sunday
In Sunday SchoolPastor Farrow will close oyt
our brief series on the Biblical view of Globa
Warming.

In ourMorning Service Pastor Farrow will
continue our series on The Similarities/
Differences Between Baptists and Biblical
Presbyterians and Lutherans.

Next Sunday Evening- We will have our Eve
ning Fellowship - Studying the book of Isaia
Chapter 1:3-6.

—
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Brant Direct Link
Eastern Odyssey

26 Sept 2009

In just a few days Howie takes off from Nairobi for poiRest. Some of
you may find this sort of travelogue boring. Sorry. yba | say, “Just pray
for Howie as he travels to Pakistan, India, and BhutapAndowill join Howie
in Philippines and Korea. Pray for us as we minisigetteer in a number of
conferences, seminars and meetings.

But for the few who may be interested to follow thiott by blow” story,
let me lay out a few of the exciting challenges ahebdonsider every ap-
pointment a “divine appointment” and believe that daps are “ordered of the
Lord.”

Now since we live in the techno age, | want to askhall'young at heart”
if you have downloaded the program “Google Earth” on yoorpder
(http://earth.google.com ). On this “Odyssey” | will gixeu the N/S coordi-
nates for all the places we will be going and let yolofolalong. All you
have to do is open the program, type in the name dfityaéon this list pro-
vided below) and the satellite map will zoom you in onekact spot. Try it!
Type in Nairobi and then move the cursor to the exaatdinates | have given
you below. You are now right at the end of the Nairbport where this
journey begin next Wednesday at 15:00 hours. Are yoeZher

30 Sept 2009From Nairobi to Lahore, Pakistan with Qatar Airlines.
Qatar is one of those very rich oil islands justtioéf edge of Saudi Arabia. It
is one of the richest countries in the world. | jusirtge planes (in a very
plush airport) and head on to Lahore in Pakistan.

1 October 2009:Have you got.ahore on Google? If you back up on the
satellite (right click), you will see that it is in Late is very close to the Indian
border. If you should walk to the border at about 5:00 Hrr0Q), you will see
the Pakistani and Indian army face off against eactr offihey march around
— strutting their stuff and calling out threaten challertge=ach other — and
then march off to their barracks for the night. Theytds because the two
countries have been enemies for many years. Of cthissitle “face off” is
really a show for visitors who come to watch thenta

The reason | am going to Lahore is because SIM hag abd'workers”
(we do not use the “m” word in this Islamic State)eheFrhey come from Eng-
land, Korea, China, Ethiopia and USA. It is one of Slkf'gst ethnically
mixed fields. We are proud to be diverse! | arrivé:20 am (04:20) and will
catch a little sleep — but then, that same Thursday evemirtge workers of
the field gather for what they call their annual fietthference. My goal is to
instruct, encourage, bless and inspire. Pray foethearkers.” Some will be
tired, burned out, discouraged, some lonely — and all exgestimething from
the Lord. Would you pray that God would give me a specislsage to en-
courage them? Continued on the Church Website - www.vfbaptist.org



Read the Gospels: JC is not PC

By John MacArthur

This article was posted, by The
Washington Post, in the "On Faith"
section of their website on Aug 14,
2009

Let's be brutally honest: most of
Jesus' teaching is completely out of
sync with the mores that dominate o
culture.

I'm talking, of course, about the
Jesus we encounter in Scripture, not|
always-gentle, never-stern, super-
lenient coloring-book character who |
exists only in the popular imaginatio
The real Jesus was no domesticated
clergyman with a starched collar and
genteel manners; he was a bold, un-
compromising Prophet who regularly
challenged the canons of political co
rectness.

Consider the account of Jesus' public ministry giveneriNibw Testa-
ment. The first word of his first sermon was "Reperd!theme that was no
more welcome and no less strident-sounding than itlesytorhe first act of
his public ministry touched off a small riot. He made apadficords and
chased money-changers and animal merchants off the @ gmquinds. That
initiated a three-year-long conflict with society'ssndistinguished religious
leaders. They ultimately handed him over to Roman autb®fitr crucifixion
while crowds of lay people cheered them on.

Jesus was pointedly, deliberately, and dogmatically eotmftural in
almost every way. No wonder the religious and acadanstocracy of his
generation were so hostile to him.

Would Jesus receive a warmer welcome from world religleaders, the
media elite, or the political gentry today? Anyone was seriously consid-
ered the New Testament knows very well that he would®wat culture is
devoted to pluralism and tolerance; contemptuous obabllate or exclusive
truth-claims; convinced that self-love is the grealmst of all; satisfied that
most people are fundamentally good; and desperately wantigi¢oe that
each of us is endowed with a spark of divinity.

Against such a culture Jesus' message strikes everydéiatoiote.
Check the biblical record. Jesus' words were full of lkemands and



stern warnings. He said, "If anyone desires to conee kfe, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. Whoever desires to
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses hfe for My sake will save it. For
what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole wlodnd is himself destroyed
or lost?" (Luke 9:23-25). "If anyone comes to Me and doesaie his father
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sistes, and his own life also,
he cannot be My disciple" (Luke 14:26).

At one point an unthinkable Roman atrocity took the Infesiany Gali-
lean pilgrims who had come to worship in Jerusaldatateé? the Roman gover-
nor, ordered his men to murder some worshipers and thenedhitigdir blood
with the sacrifices they were offering. While the aitgs still reeling from that
awful disaster, a tower fell in the nearby district ddé&mn and instantly
snuffed out eighteen more lives.

Asked about these back-to-back tragedies, Jesus saigiplDmppose
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all @hleans, because they
suffered such things? | tell you, no; but unless you repantwil all likewise
perish. Or those eighteen on
whom the tower in Siloam fell
and killed them, do you think
that they were worse sinners t
all other men who dwelt in Jery
salem? | tell you, no; but unles#
you repent you will all likewise
perish" (Luke 13:2-5).

Ignoring the normal rules o

taste, tact, and diplomacy, Jes( S oy

in effect declared that all his lis s J:( S | , S

teners were sinners in need of A

redemption. Then, as now, tha YO U CAN”_J_

message was virtually guaran- IG NORE

teed to offend many--perhaps
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most--of Jesus' audience.

Those with no sense of pe
sonal guilt--including the vast |G S e
majority of religious leaders--
were of course immediately of-
fended. They were convinced
they were good enough to merit
God's favor. Who was this man to summon them to repertarioey turned
away in angry unbelief.

The only ones not offended were those who already dehei guilt and
were crushed under the weight of its burden. Unhindereddigriation or
self-righteousness, they could hear the hope implidesus' words. For them,
the repeated phrase "unless you repent" pointed the wagiémption.



Elsewhere, Jesus made the promise of life and forgisengsicit: "He
who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Medvaslasting life, and
shall not come into judgment, but has passed from deatlifeit@John 5:24).
"My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and thep¥olMe. And | give
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; eeiihall anyone snatch them
out of My hand" (John 10:27-28).

That, of course, is the glorious message of the gosistlag potent and
just as relevant today as it was then. But the promife those who are
weary of sin; those who hunger and thirst for righteeasr{iMatthew 5:6);
those who come to Christ with repentant hearts-fmgd who are convinced
they are fundamentally good.

Proud people, including lots of religious people who call teves
Christians, don't really believe Christ's messagd.dtlalsaid, “Those who are
well have no need of a physician, but those who ake Isitid not come to call
the righteous, but sinners, to repentance" (Mark 2:17).

So what would Jesus say to a pluralistic, tolerantiséiflgent society
like ours? I'm convinced his approach today would be ¢émgsame strategy
we see in the New Testament. To smug, self-satisfieaamt sinners
(including multitudes on church rolls) his words would soundgtheshocking,
provocative. But to "the poor in spirit" (Matthew 5:3)e#e who are ex-
hausted and spent by the ravages of sin; desperate farefoegs and without
any hope of atoning for their own sin--Jesus' calef@entant faith remains the
very gateway to eternal life.

This is a particularly hard message in cultures like dwakdlevate self-
love, self-esteem, or self-righteousness, but Jesusleautely clear, and
these words do still speak to us: "Everyone who exattséif will be hum-
bled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted" (LL&L4).

Dr. John MacArthur, pastor of 7,000-member Grace Comm@fitirch
in Southern California, is a best-selling author efenthan 200 books and
study guides. His new book is "The Jesus You Can't Ignorat Wtu Must
Learn from the Bold Confrontations of Christ."



