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Sunday 

October 11, 2009 

Sunday School - 9:15 AM Morning Worship  -  10:30 AM 
Evening Fellowship - 7:00 PM 
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This Week’s Schedule: 
Today: 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Pastor Bill will f inish 

out our study of the Biblical response 
to the Global Warming Debate. 

 10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Pastor Farrow will a 
continue his series on the similarities 
and differences between Baptists, Lu-
therans and Presbyterians - going fur-
ther with our look at 1 Corinthians 11 
and the issue of the Lord’s Table. 

 7:00 PM - Evening Service - Studying the Book of 
Isaiah, Chapter 1. 

Monday:  - Columbus Day 
Wednesday:  - Art Hutchinson’s 21st Birthday 
 7:30 PM - Bible Study & Prayer Meeting - Praying 

for Missionaries and Ministries, as well 
as for family and other immediate 
needs. 

Next Sunday 
····    In Sunday School Steve Diem will resume 

teaching the Book of Joshua, Chapter 23. 
· In our Morning Service Pastor Farrow 

will continue our series on The Similarities/
Differences Between Baptists and Biblical 
Presbyterians and Lutherans.   

· Next Sunday Evening - We will have our 
Evening Fellowship and continue looking 
at the Book of Isaiah - Chapter 1. 

Arthur Pink on those Who Profess… 
 

There are those who profess to believe in the exis-
tence of God . . . yet they have not His fear upon them 
and are not in subjection to Him. So there are many 
who claim to trust in the finished work of Christ, yet 
their daily walk is no different from that of thousands 
of respectable worldlings. They profess to be Chris-
tians; yet are covetous, unscrupulous, untruthful, 
proud, self-willed, uncharitable; in a word, utterly unchristian.  

 
- A.W. Pink (1886 – 1952) 



Who Has the Most Freedom? 

One of my professors divided our class into groups of five and asked us to 
decide which of the following three individuals had the most freedom: 

1. A person who is not able to sin, 
2. A person who is both able to sin and able not to sin, and 
3. A person who is not able not to sin. 
Less than five minutes into the discussion, my group had concluded that 

the person who was both able to sin and able not to sin (person #2) had the 
most freedom.  We correctly eliminated option #3 since a person who cannot 
help but sin is really in bondage.  But the unanimity of the decision and the 
ease with which it was arrived at caused us to suspect that something was 
wrong.  Why would we be asked to "discuss" such a "simple" question in a this 
kind of a seminar? 

We had made two serious errors in our deliberation:  
· We did not take into account the biblical meaning of "freedom" and  
· We did not fully appreciate the nature of sin.   
Like most people, we thought freedom was the ability to do what one 

wanted to do—whenever, however, and wherever one chose to do it. 
 Consequently, we reasoned that the person who had the most choices auto-
matically had the most freedom.  When I wondered out loud whether we really 
believed that a person who could sin had more freedom than God, who cannot 
sin, our eyes were opened and we found out why we needed some time to dis-
cuss the question. 

The Biblical Definition of Sin 
Biblically speaking, freedom is the ability to function the way God de-

signed us to function.  This is the reason why freedom and truth are so inter-
twined; we need to know what our purpose and design are before we can exer-
cise the freedom to fulfill our mission on earth.  That is also true of things we 
ourselves make.   

A meticulously manufactured Ferrari which, I've been told (I’ve never 
actually driven one, apart from in a computer game…), is a marvel on the road, 
but is completely useless in the ocean.  A hammer functions at its best when it 
is pounding nails, and a multi-million dollar piece of equipment made for 
space travel is useless to us unless we know its purpose.   

Similarly, we function at our best when our lives measure up to our De-
signer's specifications.  It is true that God's purposes can be fulfilled even 
through people who reject Him, but true freedom is found only in Him. 

 Misunderstanding the kind of freedom Christ offers leads to a distorted 
view of the nature of sin.  Some find it hard to give a good reason why sin is 
prohibited by God.  Don't God's prohibitions limit our freedom?  Wouldn't 
some acts, at least, be harmlessly enjoyable if God, for some curious reason, 
did not brand them "sin"?   

The answer to both questions is no, and the reason is that sin is a serious 



defect in humanity, not a virtue.  It will eventually turn those who relentlessly 
cling to it into grotesque distortions of God's original intent for them. 
 Anything that impedes our progress towards our true identity and calling di-
verts us from our journey to freedom, even when no one else finds out. 

That is why it is not quite true to tell people that knowing the truth will set 
them free.  That phrase is part of a very instructive discipleship statement in 
John 8:31-32 which reads,  

"To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, 'If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the 

truth, and the truth will set you free.'"   

Did you notice the conditional nature of the freedom proclaimed here? 
 Only by holding to the teaching of Christ in the context of purposeful disciple-
ship can true freedom be found.   

James 1:25 tells us that practicing God's perfect law gives us freedom. 
 Without a clear understanding of our call to freedom in Christ, our thirst for 
righteousness and passion for the lost will be seriously hindered, for we will 
secretly think that the requirements of righteousness are really deprivations. 

Now, I am not advocating works salvation.  We are saved by grace 
through faith alone, but in the process of growth as believers, the light of the 
gospel must gradually shine on those areas of our lives that hold us back from 
fulfilling our true calling.  When the gospel of Christ begins to chip away at 
those holdups, we learn what it means to be truly free and why it is prudent to 
hate sin.   

John Witherspoon was right.  In his sermon on the first Thanksgiving Day 
called after the war for independence in the U.S., he declared,  

"A republic once equally poised must either preserve its virtue or 
lose its liberty." (1)  

Whether for an individual or a sovereign nation, truth and virtue are the 
rails upon which the wheels of freedom roll.  But it is important, and essen-
tially so that we understand this in the case of individuals.   

Has God granted freedom to men?  Of course He has, that is evident.  But 
men are NOT more free than God is!  If He, Himself, is restrained from sin by 
His nature, then man MUST be restrained from some class of actions by his 
nature as well.  If this were not so, then what did Christ mean when He said 
that the Truth would “make us free”?  As we noted above, that is NOT a salvi-
fic statement, but an experiential one.  Christ is not saying the freedom gained 
by the Truth is freedom from the penalty of death.  We need to look deeper 
than that. 

God has the most freedom - that is clear.  As His children is imperative 
that we learn to function within the framework of the freedom we actually 
have, not some imagined framework we wish we had!  
____________________________________________ 
(1) As quoted by Francis Schaeffer, A Christian Manifesto (Wheaton: Crossway Books, 1981), 33. 



In Honor of the Soon-Coming Release of the Newest Version of 
Windows: Bill Gates Vs. GM: 
 

1. For all of us who feel only the 
deepest love and affection for 
the way computers have en-
hanced our lives, read on. 

��� At a recent computer 
expo (COMDEX), Bill Gates 
reportedly compared 
the computer industry with the 
auto industry and stated, 'If GM 
had kept up with technology like 
the computer industry has, we would all be driving $25 cars that got 
1,000 miles to the gallon.'  

In response to Bill's comments, General Motors issued a press release stat-
ing:  

  
If GM had developed technology like Microsoft, we would all be driving 

cars with the following characteristics (and I just love this part):  
  

1. For no reason whatsoever, your car would 
crash.........Twice a day.  

2. Every time they repainted the lines in the road, 
you would have to buy a new car.  

3. Occasionally your car would die on the freeway 
for no reason. You would have to pull to the side 
of the road, close all of the windows, shut off the 
car, restart it, and reopen the windows before you 
could continue. For some reason you would simply accept this.  

4.  Occasionally, executing a maneuver such as a left turn would cause 
your car to shut down and refuse to restart, in which case you would 
have to reinstall the engine.  

5. Macintosh would make a car that was powered by the sun, was reliable, 
five times as fast and twice as easy to drive - but would run on only five 
percent of the roads.  

6. The oil, water temperature, and alternator warning lights would all be 
replaced by a single 'This Car Has Performed An Illegal Operation' 
warning light..  
  

I love the next one!!!  
  

7. The airbag system would ask 'Are you sure?' before deploying.  
8. Occasionally, for no reason whatsoever, your car would lock you out 



Treasuring Redemption’s Price 

by R.C. Sproul 
The key to understanding the cry of Jesus from the cross is found in Paul's letter to 

the Galatians:  

"Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for 
us, for it is written: 'Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree'" (Gal. 

3:13, NIV). 

To be cursed is to be removed from the presence of God, to be set outside the 
camp, to be cut off from His benefits. On the cross, Jesus was cursed. That is, He repre-
sented the Jewish nation of covenant breakers who were exposed to the curse and took 
the full measure of the curse on Himself. As the Lamb of God, the Sin Bearer, He was 
cut off from the presence of God. 

On the cross, Jesus entered into the experience of forsakenness on our behalf. God 
turned His back on Jesus and cut Him off from all blessing, from all keeping, from all 
grace, and from all peace. 

God is too holy to even look at iniquity. God the Father turned His back on the 
Son, cursing Him to the pit of hell while He hung on the cross. Here was the Son's 
"descent into hell." Here the fury of God raged against Him. His scream was the 
scream of the damned. For us. 

Reflect for a moment on what Jesus did for you on Calvary. Give thanks for the 
Lamb of God who bore your sin. 

Matthew 27:46:  

"And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, 'Eli, 
Eli, lama sabachthani?' that is, 'My God, My God, why have You for-

saken Me?'" 

Galatians 3:13:  

"Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a 
curse for us (for it is written, 'Cursed is everyone who hangs on a 

tree')." 

Galatians 3:10:  

"For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is 
written, 'Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which 

are written in the book of the law, to do them.'" 

and refuse to let you in until you simultaneously lifted the door handle, 
turned the key and grabbed hold of the radio antenna.  

9. Every time a new car was introduced car buyers would have to learn 
how to drive all over again because none of the controls would operate 
in the same manner as the old car.  

10. You'd have to press the 'Start' button to turn the engine off  
 

PS - when all else fails, you could call 'customer service' in some for-
eign country and be instructed in some foreign language how to fix your 
car yourself!!!! 



Frozen Talons… 

The Danger of Neglecting Obedience to Known Truth... 

One winter day, a carcass was floating 
down the Niagara River upon a cake of ice.  An 
eagle, soaring above the river, spied it and 
dropped down upon it.  He sat there leisurely 
devouring his easy prey.  

 The swift current began bearing him rap-
idly downward to the falls.  But was he not 
safe?  Could he not leap in a moment into mid-
air from his dangerous post?  Could he not 
stretch his great pinions and float off into safety 
at the very brink of the awful cataract?  Had he 
not done that a thousand times before in his bird 
experience?  So he floated on!  

 By and by came the thundering roar of the great cataract.  The cloud of white 
mist that marked the fatal brink of the fall was towering almost above him.  It was 
time to leave.  So he stretched out his great wings for flight, but he could not rise!  
Unnoted by him, his talons, sunken in the ice and the flesh of his prey, had frozen 
hard and fast in the bitter winter day, and his fate was sealed.  He flapped his great 
wings.  He struggled with all the power of muscle and sinew.  All was in vain.  In a 
few moments he was swept over into the abyss to his death. He had delayed too 
long. 

 How will you escape if you neglect getting saved?  Your immortal soul is in 
instant and unceasing jeopardy of eternal death.  God offers His Son Jesus Christ as 
your escape.  What will you do with Him today? 


