


Sunday School - 9:15 AM Morning Worship  -  10:30 AM 
Evening Fellowship - 7:00 PM 
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This Week’s Schedule: 
Today: 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will be  

taking up the Book of Joshua once 
again! 

 10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Missionaries Jim 
Lynda Dugan are with us from Word of 
Life Australia for our Morning Service. 

 7:00 PM - Our Evening Service - “13 Things A 
Lost Person Cannot Do” 

Tuesday: 10:00 AM - Ladies Missionary Circle 
Wednesday: 7:30 PM - Bible Study & Prayer Meeting -  Praying 

for Members and Families as well as 
for other immediate needs. 

Saturday: 8:00 AM - Men’s Breakfast - Images of Chr ist in 
the OT - “The Call of Moses” from the 
Book of Exodus. 

Next Sunday 
····    In Sunday School Steve Diem will con-

tinue teaching the Book of Joshua, Chapter 
23. 

· In our Morning Service Pastor Farrow 
will continue our series on The Similari-
ties/Differences Between Baptists and Bib-
lical Presbyterians and Lutherans - looking 
at Church Polity - why don’t Independent 
Baptists submit to Higher Organizations? 

· Next Sunday Evening - We will have our 
Evening Fellowship and continue our 
study of the Book of Isaiah. 

The Marks of a Spiritually Dead Man 
“When a man’s heart is cold and unconcerned 

about religion – when his hands are never em-
ployed in doing God’s work – when his feet are not 
familiar with God’s ways – when his tongue is 
seldom or never used in prayer and praise – when 
his eyes are blind to the beauty of the kingdom of 
heaven – when his mind is full of the world, and 
has no room for spiritual things – when these 
marks are to be found in a man, the word of the 
Bible is the right word to use about him, and 
that word is, ‘Dead.’”   ~ J.C. Ryle 



Brant Direct Link 

We don’t know exactly what we will encounter after the devas-
tation of the typhoon in Manila.  Our invitation for both training 
times have not been cancelled.  Our friend sent these photos out, 
so by faith we will both be flying into Manila.  I leave from Nai-
robi and Howie is already 
in Asia and will arrive an 
hour before I do.  Pray for 
God to speak in this sad 
context 
 Typhoon Ondoy 

People are stranded in 
Cainta, province of Rizal , east-
ern Manila, the Philippines .  

 
 

 
Aida De Leon grieves in Pasig 
City , east of Manila.  
 

 

An aerial view aboard a Phil-
ippine Air Force chopper shows 
devastation brought by Tropical 
Storm Ketsana in Cainta, prov-
ince of Rizal , eastern Manila . 

 

Residents are evacuated by police 
boats during flooding in Cainta 
Rizal, east of Manila . 

 
 



 
A Philippine Air Force aerial 

shot shows damaged houses in 
Marikina City , Metro Manila. 
More than 70 people were killed, 
Manila was blacked out and air-
line flights were suspended as a 
powerful tropical storm battered 
the main Philippines island of 
Luzon . 

 
Residents wait to be evacuated 
from a partially submerged house 
during flooding in Bocaue, north 
of Manila . 

 
 

Thousands of people in the 
Philippine capital and nearby 
towns were marooned by flash 
floods after a strong tropical 
storm hit the main island of Lu-
zon , disaster officials said. 

 
 

 
Residents cross a flooded street 
with the use of a rope in Quezon 
City . 
 

 
You can find the rest of the pictures and the article on the church website 

(www.vfbaptist.org) look on the left for the link to latest Brant newsletter. Be 
sure and take a look! 



Universally Observed Laws 

I am at sufficient age to have ob-
served some things about life that are 
true enough to fall into what I am com-
fortable calling "laws".  See what you 
think: 

1. The Law of Mechanical Repair - 
After your hands become coated 
with grease, your nose will begin 
to itch. 

2. The Law of Gravity - Any tool, 
nut, bolt, screw, when dropped, 
will roll to the least accessible 
corner. 

3. The Law of Probability -The 
probability of being watched is directly proportional to the stupidity of 
your act 

4. Farrow’s Law of Random Numbers - If you dial a wrong number, you 
never get a busy signal and someone always answers. 

5. The Law of the Alibi - If you tell the boss you were late for work be-
cause you had a flat tire, the very next morning you will have a flat tire. 

6. Owens's Variation Law - If you change lines (or traffic lanes), the one 
you were in will always move faster than the one you are in now (works 
every time). 

7. The Law of the Little Room - When the body is fully immersed in wa-
ter, or otherwise "occupado", the telephone rings. 

8. The Law of Close Encounters -The probability of meeting someone 
you know increases dramatically when you are with someone you don't 
want to be seen with. 

9. The Law of the Result - When you try to prove to someone that a ma-
chine won't work, it will.  I find this especially true of computer prob-
lems. 

10. The Biomechanical Law - The severity of the itch is inversely propor-
tional to the ability reach it. 

11. The Law of the Theater and Hockey Arena - At any event, the people 
whose seats are furthest from the aisle arrive last and they are the ones 
who will leave their seats several times to go for food, beer, or the toilet 
and who leave early before the end of the performance or the game is 
over while those in the aisle seats come early, never move once, have 
long gangly legs or big bellies and who stay to the bitter end of the per-
formance and beyond. Also, the aisle people also are very surly folk. 

12. The Starbucks Law - As soon as you sit down to a cup of hot coffee, 
your boss will ask you to do something which will last until the coffee is 
cold.  This law also functions in regard to expensive, hot snacks. 



13. Murphy's Law of Lockers - If there are only two people in a locker 
room, they will have adjacent lockers. 

14. The Law of Physical Surfaces - The chances of an open-faced jelly 
sandwich landing face down on a floor covering are directly proportialto 
the newness and cost of the carpet/rug. 

15. The Law of Logical Argument - Anything is possible if you don't 
know what you are talking about. 

16. Brown's Law of Physical Appearance - If the clothes fit, they're ugly 
and/or the colors don't go to go together. 

17. Oliver's Law of Public Speaking - A closed mouth gathers no feet. 
18. The Wilson's Law of Commercial Marketing Strategy - As soon as 

you find a product that you really like, they will stop making it. 
19. The Doctors' Law - If you don't feel well, make an appointment to go 

to the doctor, by the time you get there you'll feel better. Don't make an 
appointment and you'll stay sick. 

How To Bake A Bible Cake 
The mysterious envelope arrived in the morning mail. Inside was a typewrit-

ten cake recipe, copied, so it said, from the Miami Herald, and the ingredients 
were even more mysterious than the unknown sender. 

The Bible Cake 
a. 1 cup Judges 5:25 (last clause) 

b. 2 cups Jeremiah 6:20 

c. 2 tsps. 1 Sam. 14:25 

d. 6 Jer. 17:11 

e. 1/2 cup Judges 4:19 (last clause) 

f. 4 1/2 1 Kings 4:22 (proportion to taste) 

g. 2 heaping tsps Amos 4:5 

h. 1 cup 1 Sam. 30:12 (2nd phrase) 

i. 1 cup Nahum 3:12 

j. 2 Chron. 9:9 (2nd phrase) to taste 
· Bake at 375 degrees for 30 minutes 

Intrigued, I walked into the living room for my Bible. Once, George, my hus-
band, had read to the children every night from this Book. Reverently I carried it 
to the kitchen and sat down in the breakfast nook. 

While ferreting out my ingredients, I rediscovered the beautiful passages of 
Judges, those special deliverers sent by God to release the Israelites from their 
oppressors. I found many passages that I read over and pondered upon: the book of 
Samuel, which authorities claim is the best specimen of prose in Hebrew literature; 
Amos, who provided so many pictorial allusions to the farming life of his day; and 
Jeremiah, the prophet, who never flinched from his duty. 



All of Grace 

For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of your-
selves: it is the gift of God -Ephesians 2:8 

Human Reconciliation with God 
"For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, shall we 

be saved by his life." (Romans 5:10 

The meaning of this text is simple and clear. We (meaning Christians born 
again by the work of the Holy Spirit) were reconciled (brought into a peaceful 
relationship with) God, even while we were His very enemies. 

What a statement! 

We (Christians) were enemies of God; and while we were His enemies, we 
were brought back to God in a right relationship and belief in Him. 

How did this happen? 
By the death of His very own Son, God made us to be reconciled. And not 

only that, but by the life of Christ (resurrection) we will be saved forever from 
the ultimate wrath of God (Romans 9-10). 

This means that our reconciliation was made effective by one act in his-
tory -- the death of the Son of God. That is how and when we were reconciled 
to God. 

To the non-believer, or anyone living in unrepentance, there is no peace 
with God, no friendship with God, no escape from the wrath of God, whether 
one believes in His existence or not. 

The only reason why Christians can claim a right knowledge of God, a 
right relationship to God and a right hope with God, is because Jesus Christ 
died and rose again for us. 

That is our only boast. 

We are nothing but recipients of undeserved mercy, and so we have be-
come Christians because Christ died to bring us into peace with Him. The un-
reconciled are left fighting against God and ultimately defeated by Him with-
out reconciliation. 

So in order to explain ourselves, the reason why Christians are the way we 
are and have the hope we have is one reason -- Jesus died for us. 

You cannot ask us to change our minds, we cannot change our minds, be-
cause God has reconciled us to Himself by the death of His Son. This is our 
solid defense and unfailing hope. 

He has done it, we can't deny it. 

"While we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death 
of His Son." 


