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October 25, 2009

Sunday School - 9:15 AM Morning Worship - 10:30 AM
Evening Fellowship - 7:00 PM
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This Week’s Schedule:
Today: 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will be
taking up the Book of Joshua once
again!
10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Pastor Bill will star  t
a brief interim series on the Philippians
4:9-20 - “The Treasure Of Biblical Con-
tentment” as we take a break from our
series on the Differences Between bib-
lical Baptists and Biblical Presbyteri-
ans and Lutherans.
7:00 PM - Evening Service - “Things A Lost Per-
son Cannot Do”.
Wednesday: 7:30 PM - Bible Study & Prayer Meeting -  Praying
for Members & Friends, as well as for
family and other immediate needs.

Leavening the Lump

“Error is like leaven, of which we
read,'A little leaven leaveneth the whole
lump.’ Truth mixed with error is equiva-
lent to all error, except that it is more
innocent looking and, therefore, more
dangerous. God hates such a mixture!
Any error, or any truth-and-error mixture,
calls for definite exposure and repudiation.
To condone such is to be unfaithful to God and
His Word and treacherous to imperiled souls for
whom Chris died.”

--H.A. Ironside

Next Sunday
TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK SATUR-
DAY NIGHT - 2AM
In Sunday SchoolSteve Diem will continug
teaching the Book of Joshua, Chapter 23
In our Morning Service we will remember
the Lord’s death together, and Pastor Farrow
will continue our interim series on Philipp
ans 4:9-20.
Next Sunday Evening- We will have our
first Ladies Aid Hymn Sing of the Winter -
The Men will be in charge. Refreshments
will follow.
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Preaching the Gospel...To Ourselves.

From This Month'’s Edition of “Hearthstone” fro
Family Christian Inspiratio

The need for preaching the gospel is often understood as essential and
nent only to those who are unbelievers. But the gospel is infinitely more thhr
Have you ever preached the gospel to
yourself as a believer? | believe it is an
over-looked discipline in many of our
lives.

Firstly, we should preach to our- i
selves that the gospel has the on-going {;)
power of forgivenessReminding our- "
selves of, and resting in, the truth of com- g
plete forgiveness of our sins, of which we #
should be continually confessing and re-
penting, is a glorious thing to preach to
ourselves every day...for the truth of this
kind of forgiveness is known only to, and #
enjoyed by, those who have placed their
complete trust in Jesus Christ and His
promises. No other religion offers the _
beauty of unconditional forgiveness. Wher
we live each day acknowledging before “i§
God our failures and our missing of the
mark in thought, word, deed and motive,
we then have the privilege of claiming
God'’s promises of forgiveness along with
the hope of a right standing with Him. And
all of this is based on Jesus’ blood shed for our sins, and His righteouselif®h
our behalf. This reliance on the twofold work of Christ for me is beautifalby c
tured by Edward Mote in his hymn “The Solid Rock” with his wolt#y hope is
built on nothing less, than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.”

Secondly, we should preach to ourselves that the gospel has an ongoin
power in us toward our families, friends and foeWe, who at one time were
enemies of God and lived our lives with hardened hearts toward Him and ye
through faith, have enjoyed His love and forgiveness in Christ, are callgt:im
the same to those around us. This has huge implications for all of life. This,n
God loved me...lI am to love my neighbor. God had mercy on me...l am to h
mercy on others. God forgave me...I am to forgive others. This can and will
accomplished only through the power of the Holy Spirit. | should view all of lj
though the lens of the gospel. With all that God has unconditionally done for
through Christ, who am | to be, at any time, unloving, unmerciful, unforgiving
my wife...to my children...to my friends...to my co-workers...to my enemies
In addition, who am | to withhold from anyone this good news of the transfor
power of the gospel which | have enjoyed through my faith in Christ alone?
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Thirdly, we should preach to ourselves that the gospel has an ongoing




power with regard to our future. Daily reminding ourselves of what Christ hag

secured for us through His death, burial, resurrection and ascension should pe a

we need to ‘do life’ with a renewed sense of absolute joyful humility. Itmigt o

empowers us for the future days here on earth, giving us power to triumph oyer
temptation to despair, and to pride, and to greed, and to lust, but it encourages u

for the future that awaits beyond death. It is this gospel which saveshiedimal
wrath of God and ensures eternal safety to those who believe and leads ¢8 fi

lIne

of joy in His presence with pleasures at His right hand forever. Oh, what joy that

afford us each and every day of our lives!

Friend, do you feed your faith day by day with the promises of this triumg

phant gospel? Do you, as a believer, go to the gospel day by day and preach it t

yourself? Do you savor its power of forgiveness? Do you enjoy viteipahen
lived out before family, friends and foe? Do you treasure its power whelook
to the future it promises? The gospel is the good news that God gave us his

Son

as to obtain for us everything that would be good for us and would bring glony to

Him.

"He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us
all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all thing&3-
mans 8:32

Whatever it costs, stand in it, hold it fast, believe on it, feed on it, davor i

The Goodness of God

...the infinite and inexhaustible treasure of all blessedness

"The goodness of God endureth continually" (Ps. 52:1).

The "goodness" of God respects the perfection of His ndtBeel is light, and in
Him is no darkness at all" (1 John 1:5). There is such solath perfection in God’s
nature and being that nothing is wanting to it or defective and nothing can be
added to it to make it better.

"He is originally good, good of Himself, which nothing elséasall
creatures are good only by participation and communication from God.
He is essentially good; not only good, but goodness itself: tiaguces
good is a superadded quality, in God it is His essence. He igehfin
good; the creature’s good is but a drop, but in God there is amtf
ocean or gathering together of good. He is eternally and immutably good,
for He cannot be less good than He is; as there can be no additida
to Him, so no subtraction from Him." (Thomas Manton)

God is summum bonum, the chiefest good. The original Saxon mezrong
English word "God" is "The Good." God is not only the Geetwf all beings, but the

Best. All the goodness there is in any creature hasibgemted from the Creator, but

God'’s goodness is underived, for it is the essence détieisal nature. As God is infi-
nite in power from all eternity, before there was anyldisthereof, or any act of om-
nipotency put forth; so He was eternally good before theseamy communication of
His bounty, or any creature to whom it might be imparteceraised. Thus, the first
manifestation of this Divine perfection was in givingrigeto all things. "Thou art
good, and doest good" (Ps. 119:68). God has in Himself aiténdind inexhaustible



treasure of all blessedness enough to fill all things.

All that emanates from God—His decrees, His creatiis|aws, His provi-
dences—cannot be otherwise than good: as it is written.

"And God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very
good" (Gen. 1:31).

Thus, the "goodness" of God is seen, first, in Creatibe.more closely the crea-
ture is studied, the more the beneficence of its Crbaimymes apparent. Take the
highest of God’s earthly creatures, man. Abundant reason tas#g with the Psalm-
ist,

"l will praise Thee, for | am fearfully and wonderfully maderwelous
are Thy works, and that my soul knoweth right well" (139:14).

Everything about the structure of our bodies attests theéngss of their Maker.
How suited the bands to perform their allotted work! Howdyof the Lord to appoint
sleep to refresh the wearied body! How benevolent Higigion to give unto the eyes
lids and brows for their protection! And so we might aouéi indefinitely.

Nor is the goodness of the Creator confined to masgkércised toward all His
creatures.
"The eyes of all wait upon Thee; and Thou givest them theirimdue
season. Thou openest Thine hand, and satisfiest the desireyoliveve
ing thing" (Ps. 145:15,16).

Whole volumes might be written, yea have been, to antpli§yfact. Whether it
be the birds of the air, the beasts of the forest, dighén the sea, abundant provision
has been made to supply their every need. God

"...qgiveth food to all flesh, for His mercy endureth fore(@s. 136:25).

Truly, "The earth is full of the goodness of the Lofs. 33:5).

The goodness of God is seen in the variety of naturayles which He has
provided for His creatures. God might have been pleasgatitfy our hunger without
the food being pleasing to our palates—how His benevolence appe¢he varied
flavors which He has given to meats, vegetables, aitd!fGod has not only given us
senses, but also that which gratifies them; and thiseieeals His goodness. The earth
might have been as fertile as it is without its stefheing so delightfully variegated.
Our physical lives could have been sustained without ebfltiwers to regale our
eyes, and exhale sweet perfumes. We might have walkegltteithout our ears
being saluted by the music of the birds. Whence, thenavesiniess, this charm, so
freely diffused over the face of nature? VerilJhe tender mercies of the Lord are
over all His works'(Ps. 145:9).

The goodness of God is seen in that when man transgrasdeatof His Crea-
tor a dispensation of unmixed wrath did not at once commévielk might God have
deprived His fallen creatures of every blessing, everyaanevery pleasure. Instead,
He ushered in a regime of a mixed nature, of mercy afgirjant. This is very won-
derful if it be duly considered, and the more thoroughly thgitme be examined the
more will it appear thadimercy rejoiceth against judgmer(as. 2:13). Notwithstand-
ing all the evils which attend our fallen state, the balafg@od greatly preponder-
ates. With comparatively rare exceptions, men and worngegrierce a far greater
number of days of health, than they do of sickness and panre Enmuch more crea-
ture—happiness than creature—misery in the world. Evenooroves admit of con-
siderable alleviation, and God has given to the human anpiidbility which adapts




itself to circumstances and makes the most of them.

Nor can the benevolence of God be justly called into quelséicause there is
suffering and sorrow in the world. If man sins againstgoodness of God, if he de-
spises'the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffeiamgl, ‘after the
hardness and impenitency of his heart treasurest up untdfhivresa against the day
of wrath (Rom 2:5,5), who is to blame but himself? Wouddl ®e "good" if He pun-
ished not those who ill-use His blessings, abuse His besr@eland trample His mer-
cies beneath their feet? It will be no reflection upon &gdlodness, but rather the
brightest exemplification of it, when He shall rid thetleaf those who have broken
His laws, defied His authority, mocked His messengexaned His Son, and perse-
cuted those for whom He died.

The goodness of God appeared most illustriously when HéostinHis Son

"...made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were
under the law, that we might received the adoption of sons" 4&al5).

Then it was that a multitude of the heavenly host pratseid Maker and said,

"Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good-will toward
men" (Luke 2:14).

Yes, in the Gospel the

"...grace (Gk. benevolence or goodness) of God that bringethisalvat
hath appeared to all men" (Titus 2:11).

Nor can God’s benignity be called into question because $ladianade every
sinful creature to be a subject of His redemptive grdeedid not the fallen angels. Had
God left all to perish it had been no reflection on Hisdygeess. To any who would
challenge this statement we will remind him of our Losbsereign prerogative:

"Is it not lawful for Me to do what | will with Mine own? lsitte eye
evil, because | am good?" (Matt. 20:15).

"O that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for bliis w
derful works to the children of men" (Ps. 107:8).

Gratitude is the return justly required from the olgextHis beneficence; yet is it
often withheld from our great Benefactor simply becausegbodness is so constant
and so abundant. It is lightly esteemed because it isisg@roward us in the common
course of events. It is not felt because we daily exparigri®espisest thou the riches
of His goodnessARom. 2:4). His goodness is "despised" when it is notougat as a
means to lead men to repentance, but, on the contrargsderharden them from the
supposition that God entirely overlooks their sin.

The goodness of God is the life of the believer's titigs this excellency in God
which most appeals to our hearts. Because His goodnesgtniduever, we ought
never to be discouragetfhe Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He
knoweth them that trust in HinfNahum 1:7).

"When others behave badly to us, it should only stir us up thetlraare
ily to give thanks unto the Lord, because He is good; and wheunselves
are conscious that we are far from being good, we should only thenaer-
ently bless Him that He is good. We must never toleratestant’s unbelief as
to the goodness of the Lord; whatever else may be questioned attéoistely
certain, that Jehovah is good; His dispensations may vary, butatlise is
always the same." (C. H. Spurgeon)



What the Gospel is NOT: Moralism

As | stated earlier, in an effort to
understand a concept, it is often helpful
to begin by defining what it is not. So
a couple of weeks ago we looked at
how the Gospel is not religion. This
week | want to show you how the Gos-
pel is altogether different from moral-
ism. By moralism | mean the practice
of moral behavior. This is a bit more
tricky because morals aren’t bad, in
fact morality is good. God gave us His
Law to instruct us both about His char-
acter and to guide our life. But, for its
own sake, moralism is a failure. The reason is because mordtitpised
on behavior whereas the Gospel is focused on the heart.

For example, we could cite lessons from a well known organization mgprki
in schools across the country to improve morality and characteiqthdis a criti-
cism of this organization, I'm sure it has been an overall positive imdlign our
schools). If you notice the lesson plans, they never mention the timtivar
the why of caring for others. Morality tells you to act generodslyplunteer
your time, to respect others, and to be a good citizen of your couidmyever,
moralism never addresses the wickedness of our hearts. It siniplyoielto act
a certain way assuming that we all have good hearts.

The Gospel, on the other hand, acknowledges our wicked hearts elEzeki
36:26 tells us,

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; | will re-
move from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh”

Jesus, by his death on the cross, purchased us a new heart, and gives us t
spirit that enables us to live morally. The problem neglected bglism is of-
fered a solution by the Gospel. Even more, we are able to livalyntr reflect
the character of God. We are not only enabled by our new heart padhas
Christ, but we are also motivated by our Father God. We can acbgstydoe-
cause God first acted generously by giving of his life on the Goosss ene-
mies. We can volunteer our time because our ultimate needs ofssustare
already met by our loving Father in heaven, freeing us to give of oaratim
money. We respect others because we know that we have nothingttoftina
ourselves other than the grace of God, and that all people aredcireais image
and likeness. We can be good citizens of our country because oaitireleship
is held firm in the Kingdom of God, and by that power we live to bettecity,
our country, and our world here on earth so as to redeem this brokieh w

Altogether, moralism simply falls short, it calls us to bmething we can-
not be, and gives us no reason to do it. The Gospel enables us, and mosvate
to fulfill true morality, all for our joy to glorify God.



