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Evening Fellowship - 7:00 PM 
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This Week’s Schedule: 
Today: 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will be  

taking up the Book of Joshua once 
again! 

 10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Pastor Bill will con-
tinue our brief new series on the Treas-
ures of Biblical Contentment from Phi-
lippians 4. 

 7:00 PM - Our Evening Service - “Things an Unre-
deemed Person CANNOT Do” - #4-6. 

Monday:  - Schmidt’s Anniversary - ?? Years of 
Marriage. 

Wednesday: 7:30 PM - Bible Study & Prayer Meeting -  Praying 
for Missionaries and Ministries, as well 
as for family and other immediate 
needs. 

Saturday: 8:00 AM - Men’s Breakfast at the Church. 

Next Sunday 
····    In Sunday School Steve Diem will continue 

teaching the Book of Joshua, Chapter 23. 
· In our Morning Service Pastor Farrow will 

continue our series on The Treasure of Biblical 
Contentment.   

· Next Sunday Evening - We will have our Eve-
ning Fellowship and continue our brief study of 
“Things an Unredeemed Person Cannot Do”. 



What to Do When You Cannot Die for Christ 
Michael Patton 

You know what it feels like: you are on fire; you are ready, willing and 
able; you don’t need any more sermons on Rom 
12:1. You are a living sacrifice; you listened to 
Piper’s “Doing missions when dying is gain”; you 
are ready to die. You are ready to die for Christ, 
the Gospel and whatever other mission God puts 
you on. 

Here I am Lord; I am ready. 
Problem: there is no altar. Well, not like 

you thought. If it exists, it does not exist in the 
glory of your perceptions. You pray continually 
for God to show you his direction. There has to be 
a place for me in his army. 

Here’s what you do: You decide to become a 
missionary. You talk to your wife and your family 
about quitting your job and becoming a full time 
missionary in Africa. Why Africa? Just because. 
You wife thinks you are nuts and your children don’t understand. All attempts 
to infect her with the desire to die have the opposite effect. But you are not 
about to question your calling. In your spiritual high, you place some distance 
between you and your family, believing that it is the Lord’s will. Discourage-
ment has yet to set in. 

Or maybe . . .You decide to start a church. Your passions will be real-
ized as you minister in your local community, transforming all those around 
you with the preaching—expository preaching—of the word of God. You are 
sick of the churches that would not know the Gospel if it hit them in the knee 
cap. You are going to be the lighthouse on a hill. You don’t really know what 
to do so you get on Microsoft Word and make a flier. You put a nice Bible 
graphic that you found from Google image search on the flier, along with the 
announcement of the new Bible study that is going to be held at your friend’s 
coffee shop.  

The day comes. Hundreds of fliers have been handed out. Two people 
show. One is your wife. The other is a nice young girl who just broke up with 
her boyfriend and had nothing else to do that night. It’s past time for the Bible 
study to start and you look outside in hopes that someone else will show. 
Someone pulls up and leaves upon the realization that they might be the only 
ones there. You attempt to teach the Bible study, but the disappointment of 
teaching two people when you hoped for 30 to 40 takes the wind out of your 
sails. All you want to do is go home and cry. 

Or maybe . . .You decide to go to seminary, but don’t get accepted. 

Or maybe . . .You start with a small missions endeavor, but you don’t 



get the funds. 
Or maybe . . .You start with a bang, but then it fizzles and no one is as 

anxious and excited as you are. 

What do you do when you try . . . I mean really try to die for Christ, 
but he won’t let you. What do you do when you are on the altar and you don’t 
die, but your are getting really sunburned? 

This is to those of you who feel called to do something big for the Lord, 
but it never happens. 

Don’t give up your zeal. This is the hardest thing to do. The first two 
illustrations given above are reenactments of my life. God is not setting you on 
a 100 meter dash, but on a long distance run. I love new Christians who are set 
on giving their lives up for the Lord. But I am so saddened when I see those 
who had such a zeal reenter their old life with great discouragement, wonder-
ing why the Lord did not use them. God will use you. God is using you. But he 
does not move as quickly as we like. Keep the zeal and passion, but let the 
Lord set the pace. 

Ministry is not the de facto solution to satisfy your intense craving to die 
for the Lord. Remember, you are a living sacrifice. Living sacrifice. Don’t be 
surprised if you live. Don’t be surprised if you live a life that is rather ordinary, 
not making a significant impact every direction you turn. Don’t impose such a 
goal upon the Lord. 

Be quiet and tranquil. The Lord will show the path in your tranquility. 
Paul tells the Thessalonians to  

“…make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your 
own business and work with your hands” (1Th 4:11).  

Ouch. But impacts are never “quiet.”  I want to make an impact. I want to 
stir things up. I want to drop a bomb on the world leaving behind the sign of 
the Trinity! The problem is that your bomb could be the very antinomy of 
God’s plan. Your bomb could be you getting off the altar. God will direct you. 

I have just watched a very dear friend who had so much zeal for the Lord, 
so much passion to follow him, so much desire to die that he now sits, di-
vorced, estranged from his wife and family, with his head in his hands wonder-
ing why the Lord gave him a spiritual cement 
job. 

Your passions may open the doors you 
expect and they may not. But you are to sit 
on the altar, no matter where you are or how 
God leads, and be a living sacrifice. Chuck 
Swindoll once said that “…the problem with 
living sacrifices is that they keep crawling off 
the altar.” Get back on the altar. 

What do you do when you cannot die for 
Christ? Live for him.  



Murmuring 

“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 
God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 

shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus,” Philip-
pians 4:6-7. 

Unbelief murmurs against God, and this is a dreadful sin. Murmuring 
against God is what kept the Israelites from entering the promised land. 

Our text says:  

“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 

God.” 

Unbelief murmurs saying:  

“What can prayer do for me? Can prayer feed a hungry stom-
ach? Can supplication fill an empty cupboard? Can thanksgiving 
bring me prosperity in my business?” 

If we see that our business is failing and everything seems to be going 
against us, we can start to murmur. 

I heard of a woman who actually made this blasphemous statement about 
rain. She said:  

“I do not think God dared to wait any longer. He knew we would 
all come against Him.” 

See the unbelief. See the murmuring. This is not coming in subjection to 
the Lord. The Lord is saying that we must cast all our cares upon Him. If we 
begin murmuring, then the Lord will hear and withdraw His blessing. That is 
what unbelief is, but faith can turn to the Lord and be thankful for what He 
does give. 

If we are short on rain, and the Lord only gives us two tenths of an inch, 
are we thankful for two tenths of rain, or do we say, “Well that is not enough. 
We need six inches of rain”? 

The Lord is trying our faith. He is going to test our faith. He is going to 
put us on trial. Will we come to Him with our prayers and supplications, with 
thanksgiving? Are we going to come thankful for what we do have, or are we 
going to murmur because we think we should have had more? 

I want you to see what we read in Hebrews 3:17-19:  

“But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them 
that had sinned, whose carcasses fell in the wilderness? And to 
whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to 



them that believed not? So we see that they could not enter in 
because of unbelief.” 

We do not understand how grievous it is to the Lord when our hearts re-
main full of bitterness, when our hearts are filled with murmuring, when our 
hearts are not right with the Lord. The sin of the Israelites was murmuring. 
They were not thankful. They would not believe His promises. They would not 
trust Him that He had promised that He would bring them into the promised 
land. They would not come to Him with prayer and supplication, and with 
thanksgiving. They murmured and He was grieved with those who believed 
not. They could not enter because of their unbelief and rebellion, because of 
their unbelieving spirit, because of their ingratitude. Thanksgiving is so impor-
tant in our prayer life. 

The Lord was so grieved at their murmuring and unbelief that they did not 
enter the promised land. Now, let’s see who shall enter. Faith says who shall 
dwell with the Almighty. I want you to see this in Isaiah 33:15-17:  

“He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that 
despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from 
holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, 

and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; He shall dwell on high: his 
place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be 
given him; his waters shall be sure. Thine eyes shall see the king 

in his beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off.” 

This shows the exercise of saving faith. They do not have to be anxious 
over all these things. We are not only talking about natural bread, the necessi-
ties of life, but those who trust the Lord will see the king in His beauty. These 
are those who will come before Him with prayer and supplication, and thanks-
giving. Murmuring is so displeasing and so grieving to the Lord. 

 
Now thank we all our God  
With hearts and hands and voices,  
Who wondrous things hath done,  
In whom His world rejoices;  
 
Who from our mothers' arms  
Hath blessed us on our way  
With countless gifts of love,  
And still is ours today.  

Martin Rinkart, 1586-1649  
Trans. by Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878 



THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST - ...the foundation of sola gratia 
Lordship Salvation emphasizes that a love for Christ springs from our new 

nature (granted freely by God) which desires to believe the gospel as well as sub-
mit to Jesus Christ as Lord over one's life. Both faith and obedience are the result 
of God's invincible and indelible grace, not the cause of it. The so-called 'free 
grace' movement rejects the inward call of the Holy Spirit to the elect and thus, like 
Romans Catholics and other synergists, mistakenly ascribe belief in Christ as 
something within the ability of the old nature. So while they may appear as anti-
nomian (against Law-mindedness) after salvation, they are guilty of semi-
Pelagianism (believing that man can come to Christ without the necessary and es-
sential aid of God’s grace) prior to it. An odd mix, but naturally we all are tempted 
to try to contribute something to our salvation. This is where the fall off the horse 
away from historic Christianity by rejecting the biblical doctrine of salvation by 
grace ALONE in Christ alone. By not giving glory to God for their faith they add 
conditions for their salvation.  

The biggest obstacle to the "no-Lordship" position is its misapprehension of 
the work of the Holy Spirit in giving rise to our faith and affection for Christ. For 
how can an unregenerate man see Christ's beauty, excellence or anything to desire 
in him at all, when the bible explicitly says they do not, and indeed have precisely 
the opposite? 

One must have a new heart and the mind of Christ in order to understand and 
love spiritual things. It erroneously views the Lordship position as having added a 
contribution of commitment, and thus works, instead of recognizing that they 
themselves are doing this very same thing by making faith itself a contribution to 
the price of their redemption. i.e grace + faith. But those of us who embrace the 
truth of the Bible believe faith and obedience are the result, not the cause of the 
new birth. Unless the Holy Spirit changes the disposition of our hearts from hostil-
ity to affection for Christ, no one would exercise saving faith. Any "faith" which 
exists apart from the work of the Spirit is spurious and of the flesh (Luke 8:4-15). 
God alone does the work of regeneration which infallibly gives rise to a spiritual 
faith that desires to obey and commit itself to Christ. In this case God gets all the 
glory. But the "no-Lordship" position would have us believe that one could pro-
duce faith from our unregenerate human nature.  

The real question is, why do some believe and others resist? Are some more 
wise or humble? Isn't it grace itself which makes us wise and humble? The Scrip-
ture says, "What do we have that we did not receive". So, in fact, while the "no-
Lordship" position is admirably attempting to protect the doctrine of "faith alone", 
but in the process it has cast aside the biblical doctrine of "grace alone". "No-
Lordship" may believe in a salvation by grace, but not salvation by grace alone 
(sola gratia). That man must somehow cooperate with God to be born again, as 
they hold, is to say that some men innately have the natural capacity to believe, 
independent of God's action of grace, while others do not. How is this different 
than salvation by merit? So in reality the burden of proof to explain belief apart 
from grace alone, is on those who hold to "no-Lordship". Different understandings 
of the work of the Holy Spirit in our regeneration is the key to the debate."  

 

-Author Unknown 


