Let us not become weary in
doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a,m—~_
harvest if we do gyt
not give up.

Galatians 6:9 |
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This Week’s Schedule:
Today: 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will be
continuing his study of the Book of
Joshua.
10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Pastor Bill will
continue our brief new series on the
Treasures of Biblical Contentment
from Philippians 4.
7:00 PM - Our Evening Service - “Things an
Unredeemed Person CANNOT Do” -
#5-6.
Monday: - Itis NOT the Schmidt's Anniversary.
Tuesday: 10:00 AM - Missionary Circle at the Church
Wednesday: 7:30 PM - Bible Study & Prayer Meeting -  Pray-
ing for Members and Attendees, as
well as for family and other immediate
needs.

The Greiners and Family Christian
Inspiration will be with us for our

Morning Servicenext Sunday Morning for

the whole Morning Service. We

haven't seen them for a while and so this will
be quite a treat for us! We're looking forward to havirey&n

and his entire family (including Juliusiy

here to minister to us, musical glassg
singing, ventriloquism, and all! Pleas
plan on being with us and invite sompss
friends as it is sure to be a great and§
blessed time as well as time that ho
and exalts our Lord Jesus.

Let us draw | Next Sunday

near ... with | . |n Sunday SchoolSteve Diem will continue teaching
asincere | the Book of Joshua, Chapter 23.

heartin full . 1n our Morning Service Pastor Farrow will continue

assurance of | our series on The Treasure of Biblical Contentment

faith ... Let || Next Sunday Evening- We will have our Evening

us hold i Fellowship and continue our brief study of “Things gn
mswenvingy | nredeemed Person Cannot Do”.

2 e Lore Next Wednesday Evening (November 25th) we'll
have our Annual Thanksgiving Eve Service (7 PM -

s 102223 Communion will be a part of our service together).
1

we profess. |




God does not deal with us in this 'sentimental’ way!

(J. R. Miller, "The SILENT Christ")

“A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to Him, crying out,
'‘Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering
terribly from demon-possession!" Jesus did not answer her a

word!” Matthew 15:22

We are apt to forget that the aim of God with us, is . .
not to flood us with tenderness all the time,
not to keep our path always strewn with flowers,
not to continually give us everything we want,
not to save us from all manner of suffering.

No! God's aim with us, is . . .
to make something of us,
to build up strong and naoble character in us,
to mature qualities of grace and beauty in us,
to make us more like Christ!

To do this--He must ofttimes deny us what we ask fai,ranst seem
indifferent to our cries'Jesus did not answer her a word!"

There are 'sentimental ideas of God' prevalent, wirigldighonoring to
Him. There are those who imagine that God's lovenséanderness that can-
not cause pain. They think that He cannot look a momestiféering, without
relieving it; that He must instantly hear and answerecry for the removal
of trouble.

Not such a God--is the God of the Bible! When suffeisiine best thing
for us--He is not too sympathetic to let us suffer-iuhe work of suffering is
accomplished in us. He is not too kind to be silemutoprayers--when it is
better that He should be silent for a time, to allow .

faith to grow strong,
self-confidence to be swept away, and
the evil in us--to be burned out in the furnace of pain!

There is a danger with all of us--our tenderness lacksgth. We cannot
tolerate to see people suffer, and so we hasten todaieé-before the minis-
try of suffering is accomplished. We think of our nossto others, as being
only 'to make life easier for them'. We are contilydéting away burdens,
which it were better to have left resting longer onfaend's shoulder! We are
eager to make life easy for our children--when it weatteb if it had been left
hard.

We must learn that God does not deal with us in this 'semiathe/ay. He
is not too tender to see us suffer--if more suffersggeded to work in us the



discipline that will make us like Christ!

Here we have the key of many of the 'mysteries ofiBeoe’. Life is not
easy for us--and God does not intend it to be easy!

Suppose for a moment, that God immediately gave us evayyildrask
for--and immediately removed every little pain, troubiéjallty, and hard-
ness that we seek to have removed; what would be thi¢ orsus? How self-
ish it would make us! We would become weak, unable to endifezing, to
bear trial, to carry burdens, or to struggle. We wouldrdg children always--
and would never rise into manly strength. God's over-kisslteus--would
pamper in us all the worst elements of our nature, anddimake us only
poor driveling creatures!

On the other hand, however, God's wise
and firm treatment of us, teaches us the great
lessons which make us strong with the strength
of Christ Himself.

He teaches us to yield our own will to
Him.

He develops in us--patience, faith,
love, hope and peace.

He trains us to endure hardness--that
we may grow heroic, courageous and
strong.

It is well for us to make careful note of this-
-that in all God's delays when we pray--His aim
is some good in us.

Perhaps we are willful, asking only for
our own way--and must learn to séylay Your will be done."

Perhaps we are weak, unable to bear pain or to endusesagor
loss--and we must be trained and disciplined intmgtre

Perhaps our desires are only for earthly good, not fordmdabless-
ings--and we must be taught the transitory charactdt wbddly
things, and led to desire things which are eternal.

Perhaps we are impatient--and must be taught to waidd. We are
like children in our eager restlessness--and need o $edf-restraint.

At the least, we may always know that silence israfutsal--that God
hears and cares, and that when our faith has learnessitme-He will answer
in blessing!

"The Lord disciplines the one He loves, and punishes every son
whom He receives." Hebrews 12:6

"God disciplines us for our good--that we may share in
His holiness." Hebrews 12:10




There are those things in life that we do that affect &ad burt others
and ourselves. One of those behaviors is probabigtuong that we don't
think much about. It is the matter of making promisasnot keeping them.
These can be anything from a simple to a very impopiamise.

The definition of promise is "a declaration that sdrmeg will or will not
be done." (Webster). The word promise does not halve tocluded in what is
said as long as there is a commit-ment to do or nédnpeisome behavior.

For an example we will look to Scripture and see wheremise was
made and then broken. It is in the life of Peter. Intiar 26 Jesus was telling
His disciples about the future. He spoke about His corningfotion and res-
urrection. He informed them that at the time of Hiscdixion they would be
offended. (vs.31).

Peter quickly responded, "Though | should die with you, ykt wbt
deny you. Likewise also said all the disciples.” (vs. 38)s was a promise
from Peter and the others to Jesus. He replied, "listyyou that this night
before the cock crows you will deny me three timess" 84) Peter's promise
was a very serious one of absolute dedication no maltat, including death.

Subsequently Jesus was arrested and taken to Caiaphadieheoald
be judged. We are told, "Peter followed afar off." (vs. B8)Jesus was being
judged we are told "Peter sat outside in the court."6@%s.He was recognized
as a follower of Jesus three times. Each time somewogmized him, Peter
denied knowing Jesus. He became so upset he began "t@cdrseswear,
saying, 'l know not the man!" (vs. 74). He had mageomise and then broke
it. Just as Jesus had foretold the cock crowed. Petermbered the words of
Jesus "and he wept bitterly." (vs. 75)

In this example we see the effect on the one who laae ihe promise.
Peter had made an important promise to one he said ltedaodthen he
failed. Revealed is that the one who breaks a promais@xperience hurt.

Our concern in this article is with the one to whomangpse has been
made and then broken. There is also hurt. In our stoseeehe reaction of
Jesus. After the cock crowed, "The Lord turned and look&eizr." (LK.
22:61) Their eyes met and we know the reaction of Péterare not specifi-
cally told of the response of Jesus to Peter's brol@nipe. All we are told is
that He looked. We know in our own lives that a look ecamdsany number of
messages.

Because this is Jesus He would not necessarily respame\aeuld but
let me suggest just one possibility. That look (based bter'Beeaction) said,
"You did it, you broke your promise." Possibly it wa®akl of sadness, or of
hurt because it was Peter who was so close to Hihinad even declared his



love for Him. We know that Jesus could show emotioreéotier He had wept
when He saw the failure of faith at the raising ofdras. Whatever that look,
it said something to Peter.

A promise made, a promise kept is essential for gdatiaeships and in
every situation. We all make promises and, sad tasasgrying degrees, we
all break promises. There are, of course, differeasons why we make and
break promises. Sometimes we do so because we hdioegty, or we don't
believe it's important, or it is a flaw in our charactAs children of God we
need to be very conscious that our words are impoiémen we break a
promise, even a small one, there is potential for fourthe one to whom the
proJ;llise was made.

An example of a promise that we might consider small andportant is
when we tell someone that we'll call them later ttegt. The promise is made
but t4e call is not made. In my own experience, | havéedaill day, not go-
ing out or doing something that would keep me from heariaglione ring,
waiting for the promised call that never came. Tailsurtful in two ways.
Waiting controls the individual and what they are abldd. Second, if the
purpose of the call was important to the one waiting; tdoalld experience
hurt or upset. I'll let you think of other simple pras you or others have
made to you that were broken.

One of the more serious areas of promise breakings@coming more
and more common today even among Christians has to dthwitharriage
ceremony. A number of vows, which are promises, are imaéach to the
other. These promises involve conduct with each otintil‘death”. Sad to
say, in a large percentage of marriages, these promesesaken and this of-
ten leads to divorce. Much of my counseling through thesyieaolved broken
promises. As at result there was much hurt and unhappiness.

There are many other areas where this problem coultsbassed but
space will not permit it. What are we to learn? Hovicsss is it? What do bro-
ken promises say about the promise breaker?

A promise broken, whether it is something small enething very seri-
ous, all have- some degree of consequence. It may glsorsething about
our character. If failure is very seldom, it may meathing.. If it is very often
there may be at least one of two problems. It may pleysical problem that
affects the memory. The one of most concern is witere is failure because
the individual just doesn't care. This is a spirituabj@m and a character flaw
where the individual cannot be trusted or depended upon.

Promise keeping is serious. Make only a promise thakgow you can
keep and then make sure you keep it.



The Sparlings (Continued)
From Libby:

There have been several times in the last few weeks ltlase talked
with folks who are going through some long lasting and diffficials or I've
been told of someone who just seems to have onedfterganother go
"wrong" in their lives either personally or in theamfily. They are all Chris-
tians with great stress in their lives.

| was reading in Il Corinthians recently and was struckragéh the list
that Paul gave of things that happened to him as he fétiskerived the Lord.
(1:8,4:8-11, 6:4-5, 7:5, and 12:7 to name a few). | wonder acasionally
thought, "Can anything else go wrong?!" As we go through taoggstsome-
times with no end in sight, it wears us down emotionalhysically and spiri-
tually.

Paul gave all kinds of reasons for these trials adidl imy heart good to
review the list. That God might be glorified and Hisagness seen. That we
might repent of sin and learn to lean on Him. To keep us frasting in our-
selves instead of on God. To make us more sensitivevidimgy to give to
relieve the needs of others. That we might experieraterigs in our life and
help others to see Jesus. It's bringing about our daatith so we'll be morg
like Him. It's preparing us for the future. That we milglatrn to trust Him and
depend on Him, etc., etc. (And these are just the onesaned in Il Corin-
thians!)

I noticed something that we sometimes miss as a réaistimals. Paul
spoke of it at the beginning of the book, part way througs) @hd at the end.
In our trials and losses we can experience God's cariifu is so special.
His peace and presence are so amazing. In the mipistssure that seems 4o
great that we think we cannot take much more, He is.tAsraul said, "His
grace is sufficient." Beyond that, as we experience adm® are then able tp
comfort others in a way that we wouldn't have been tabilleeverything in ouf
lives ran smoothly (1 :3-7). Help us, Lord, to trust Yoarewhen we don't

understand.
CZ \E . \ f




