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This Week’s Schedule:

Today: 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will be
taking up the Book of Joshua once
again!

10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Pastor Bill will
preach on
7:00 PM - Ladies Aid Hymn Sing

Wednesday: - Traditional Celebration Day for the
“Epiphany of our Lord”

7:30 PM - Prayer Meeting at the Church

Saturday: 8:00 AM - Men'’s Breakfast at the Church

Epiphany (from Koine Greek
"appearance”,
"manifestation”) is a Christian feast day
which celebrates the revelation of God
in human form in the person of Jesus
Christ.

It falls on January 6 and is celebrated
on a Sunday close to that date. On this
day, Western Christians commemorate
principally the visitation of the Biblical
Magi to the child Jesus, i.e., his mani-
festation to the Gentiles; Eastern Chris-
tians commemorate the baptism of Je-
sus in the Jordan River, seen as his
manifestation to the world as the Son
of God.

Next Sunday

In Sunday SchoolSteve Diem will con-
tinue teaching the Book of Joshua, Chap-
ter 23.

In ourMorning Service we will celebrate
communion together and Pastor Farrow
will once again take up his series on
“What is a Baptist?”.

Next Sunday Evening- Pastor Farrow
will continue his study on his study of
“Things an Unredeemed Person Canno
Do” - We'll be up to numbers 7-8.
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Christmas Greetings From Wings Of Eagles Ministries, Inc.

Another year is almost gone and the Christmas
season is upon us. This is my favorite time of year
and | always enjoy it a lot. It has been a strange year
in about every way you can count, so perhaps it's
good it is almost over.

Everything inside the prison remains the same
... the individuals to be ministered to change but
nothing else. Everything has become so bleak and
colorless, wish there was something | could do, but
... it used to be different, but that was then, thimis! One thing | notice, the new
men, (they are coming in younger and younger) don't seewotit® or care. | assume
they don't know any better, only the old timers lament the @samghink we would all
accept the changes more easily if there were an incial@airnt to that caused the need
for such change, but there isn't. We must do the best weitawhat we have.

We ordered 4400 Christmas cards for Southern and another 2538#sfalersey.
They came from an organization that receives the leftBayspring cards from year to
year and sell them to Chaplains for a very small amdiuista blessing to the men to
have a couple of attractive cards to send to family,| and pleased to be able to supply
them. The Mother's Day cards were especially attratiigeyear. We supplied quite a
few cases of Bibles again this year, over 20, abage30 MacArthur Study Bibles to
serious students that are faithful to classes and servVicasks to one of our regular
Chaplains we were able to take in loads of Christiadingematerial and devotional
books. Our 8x's a year mailings are as popular as ever, tttaSksa's hard work of
addressing and assembling. Her work has increased due to #udlmays who reside
at Ranch Hope for Boys to our list for mailings and devxtis.

Classes go on, always with a waiting list. The mervarg attentive and partici-
pate a lot. The new series | purchased recently, OuriéameHeritage from Wallbuild-
ers, is excellent and well received and attendedehtlcput an ad in the Malaga pa-
per, The Bell, asking if there was any interest in viewiregderies here after Christmas,
and there is. We will begin getting together in early danu continue to teach a ladies
Bible study and interact with and encourage ex-prisoners anity fan a regular basis.

| don't anticipate any significant changes in ministryhim coming year. With the
situation with the state the way it is, if | can just amme as | have been, | will be con-
tent. My primary goal has and always will be to shard.trd as He is, a loving, for-
giving, assisting, Father, ready and willing to grangifeness and a new life to any
who will recognize their sinful and hopeless condition. Ralitcorrectness does not go
anywhere with me, so far | have no problem in that dqeay it will stay that way for
a few more years. There are so many men who have ncstart#ing of their condi-
tion, and no hope of anything better ... my heart breaks @ % | walk across the
compound and look at faces, and wonder what future these men.hmree, apart
from Christ. And, ... so | keep on and covet your prayers.

Yours and His,

Lynne
Wings Of Eagles Ministries, Inc.
Po Box 944,
Malaga, NJ, 08328



The Gift That Started Christmas

It's that wonderful time of the year called Christmas,aatifel time with
the decorations and music. | have written many artahespreached many
messages over the years about Christmas. As | satthiakbut it | wondered
what | could possibly write that would give a new perspeativchallenge. |
read through past articles and Scripture and my mindsaséemed blank.
Then a thought hit me. What a picture of love! In fecit not the greatest of
love stories?

Most of the time when we think about the demonstratfdaanl's love our
minds turn to Calvary, and rightly so. That is a gréatysof love. However,
that is not where Gdallove for us is first revealed in the New Testament. |
would suggest that God's love is first seen in Bethlehem.

As we think about this we will start with what may lmmsidered an un-
usual verse in relationship to Christmas. It is onedhaty Christian knows.
“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten s@lohn 3:16) The
verse continues by saying that the reason“tatgave” is the salvation of the
lost. “That whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have evagast
life.” John wrote, is rich in mercy foHis grea love with wich Helovedus”
(Eph 2:4; John 316), then, istelling us d God's love.

BecauseGod loved usHe gave us a ffi The gft is His Son. Jonwrote,
“ ... He qave Hsonly begotenSon.” We krow His gift was ultimatelyseen at
Calvary but be@n on ths earth, astated edier, atBethlehem.

Totry to undersand this isdifficult becau® we are tryng to do sanething
that we ae vewy limited in being ableto do. Thatis to urdersandthe rehtion-
shipof theFaher and the n. Trying to undestand God is obviouslybeyond
our humanability. We dohave ore thng revealed that tels us ofthe Fatler's
feding toward the Son. dhntells us,” The Fathe lovesthe Son.” (Jahn 335,
5:20). In Matthew the Father confirms Hslove, “A voice from Heavensaying,
"Thisis My bdoved $n in wiom | amwell pleased. (Matt. 3:17). At the
Transfiguration Jesis was peakng to thedisciplesand

“ ... while He poke a bright cloud overshadowed hem... a wice
out d thecloud sad, Thisis my béovedSam inwhan | am well
pleased.” (Matt. 17:5)

Thisis redfirmed n Mark 1:11, Luke 3229:35, Il Peer 1:17. The Father
declared His love for theSon His beloved.

As we look agan at Joim 3: 16, t says,“God so lovedtheworld.” The
world here isundergood to mean humanity. That meansall wholive, including
you ard me. God loved aperfed love for His perfect Son but beauseHe is




love, He lovedthe imperfect. Pad; in his letter to the Romans wrote, “G od
commendsHis love tovard us h that while we were yetsinners...” (Rom. 5
:8) Jom wrote,“Herein is love, rot that we loved Godbut that Heloved 8. (I
Jahn 4:10.

This is where the Christmas stoy begirs. John 3: 16 “Hegave His aly
begdtenSm.” It'sthe Father sending His Soninto the wolld. Jesiswould later
s&, “The Father Himsdf whohas sent Me..” (John5:37). In the Gospel d
John abne byquick caunt there ae thirty-two statenentssaying Jesus was
sent bythe Fatler.

God theFather bved theon bu also loved us and sent Hien to d what
nesdedto be do thatwe might be saved. A plawas malein eternity @< and
in love he Sonwas sent He cameanto the world aBethlehem, Gd's gift of
love.

Christmas then,is the @lebration of the Son of God, as gift, given to tre
world. It wasthefulfillmentof God's plan frometernity.

Because bthis gift of Christmas,there are other gif for the woid. In
Romars, chapier five, there $a contrast madeetweernthe resilts of Adam's
sin and he workof Jesus Christ

“The giaceof God andthe giftof gracewhich is by onenan,
Jesus Chrigt.” (Vs. 15).

“T he free gift of many offenseunto judification.” (V s. 16)

“The gitt of righteousess ball reign in life by one Jesus
Christ.” (V's. 17

“T he git of Godis eternal life.” (Rom. 623)

“For by grace ae you saved through &ith and that not byour-
sebles it isthe giftof God? (Eph.2:8)

Christmasisall albout gving ard, therdore, allabout gifts.

The wad “gift” is very important in understading these acts oflove. A
gift is “somehing given) voluntaily without payment imeturn. Sametting
besbwed o acquiredwithout being sought oreaned by the recever.”
(Welbste) Tha descrilesthe love gfts of God. What Hegives camat begot-
ten in any die way. Its a gift.

It's Christmas,atime of giving gifts and receiving gifts.

It's important b add cnemorething. We needo bethankful andad ac-
cordingly. That'strue on ahumanlevel but especially on spiritual level
“ Thanks be toGod for His unspeakable gift.”(2 Cor. 9: 15).

“Thanks be to God whogth (gfted) us the victorghroughour
Lord JesusChrist.” ( Cor. 15:57).

It's Chrstmas.Rejoicein the love of God as demortgatedin the gft of
Bethlehem




From Libby:

Every year about this time | reread the accounts as@has in Matthew
and Luke and yrto put myself in the place of those who experienced the
events. Too often we just read them and don't think aheutuman side of
the characters. This year | was struck with somethiogtaMary. In Luke we
are told that after being told about the baby she woal@ she immediately
went to visit her relative Elizabeth who was alsaypent by an act of God.
Elizabeth conceived when she was too old and barréimaossiblé thing. |
wonder if Mary went because she emotionally neededeipeamd encourage-
ment that Elizabeth could give. There is so much we armltbMary stayed
three months before she had to go back to face the sbalfenges of her
pregnancy. Perhaps she was there to help Elizabethdticptavays during
those last months of her pregnan©y perhaps she stayed to study and to learn
more of the Scriptures from Zacharias and Elizatreghwould help her better
understand the child that she carried. Perhaps she everssat the birth of
the miracle child John. We are not told but apparentlyime with Elizabeth
and Zacharias was important or it woutdrave been noted in the Scriptures

It must have been quite a contrast when Jesus was barstringe city, in
a dark dirty and smelly cave for animals with no friends &mdily around
(except Joseph of course) to help her through her tirdeliokry. | think it's
interesting to note that she must have come prepareéy {fad the swaddling
clothes with them.) Perhaps her difficult journey &lBehem (“being great
with child”) was made e&&r as she realized that it was part of the fulfillment
of the Scriptires.

There are so many things we ddmow but as | think about the human
side of the story it reminds me that God is so good tougJeelps along the
way in our journey through life. | think back and see m#mgs that some-
thing | experiencedr someone | interacted with, helped prepare me for the
next step. May God help us to face each circumstande inith a right atti-
tude looking to Him and trusting Him to see us through



Twenty Five Things About The Coming Of The Lord
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19.

20.
21.
22.
23.

24,
25.

No man knows the day or the hour Matt.24:36
The angels do not know when He will come Matt. 24:36
It will be when we do not expect Him to come  Matt. 24:44
We are admonished to be watching for His coming

Matt 25:13
His coming will be like lightening from Heaven
Luke 17:24
Believers will come with Him from glory Col. 314
He will come as a thief in the night 1 Thess. 5:2
We are to keep ourselves above reproach till He comes
1Tim.6:14
He will appear to those who look for Him Heb. 9:28
We are to wait patiently for His coming James 5:8
We are to establish our hearts until He comes  James 5:8
The teaching of His coming is not a fable 2 Pet. 1:16
Enoch prophesied that He would come Jude 1:14
He will come with 10,000’s of His saints Jude 1:14
We are to remember what we have heard of His coming
Rev. 3:3
Jesus said He would come again John 14:3
The two angels at the ascension said He would come again
Acts 1:11
We are to wait for the Son from Heaven 1 Thess. 1:10
Paul spoke of a crown of rejoicing at His coming
1 Thess. 2:19
Believers will not go before the dead in Christ
1 Thess. 4:15
He will come with a shout 1 Thess. 4:16
He will come Himself 1 Thess. 4:16
We are to comfort one another with this news
1 Thess. 4:18
He will come with clouds Rev. 1:7

People will wail when He comes Rev. 1.7



