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Sunday Morning 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
This Week:  
 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will be con-

tinuing the Book of Joshua in Chapter 
23. 

 10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Pastor Bill will 
preach on “Hindrances to Answered 
Prayer” (Part 8 if his records are cor-
rect) 

 4:00 PM - The Western Oppressors of Native 
Americans visit the Stately Symbols of 
Democratic Freedom. 

 7:00 PM - Our first Ladies Aid Hymn Sing of the 
New Year! 

Wednesday: 7:30 PM -  Prayer Meeting at the Church - Praying 
for Church Members and friends. 

Saturday: 8:00 AM - Men’s Breakfast at the Church -  We take 
up the 27th installment of our “Images 
of Christ in the Pentateuch” study - The 
Institution of the Aaronic Priesthood. 

Next Sunday:   
 9:30 AM - In Sunday School, Steve Diem will con-

tinue with his wonderful study of the 
Book of Joshua. 

 10:30 AM - We will continue our Hindrances to 
Prayer study , moving on to Part 9. 

 7:00 PM - Evening Service - We will take up the 
study of Psalm 9. 

 
We’ll have our usual luncheon and 

then the Meeting itself.  (Don’t worry 
Gents - The relevant  sporting attrac-
tion isn’t until the following Sunday.) 

 
All those responsible for reports, 

charts, graphs, accounts, innuendo or 
rumor to be included in the written 

report should have it in Pastor’s hands 
by the prior Sunday (January 23rd for 

those in Rio Lynda). 
 

Any Questions?  Ask Steve. 

January  30, 2011 
Immediately after the 

Morning Service 



Kendal Highlights January 2011  

It is hard to believe that a whole year has gone by since Daniel and I drove 
out of Mexico in January of 2010. Daniel had not been sick and we never 
dreamed that he would be in the hospital within a few days of our arrival in 
south Texas. Tears still come when I think about him and how much I miss 
him. It was a challenging year, with all the changes and making the decision to 
leave Mexico. I miss my Mexican friends too, who were a big part of my life. 
I’m thankful to have contact with some of them using e-mail and also with 
various Guatemalan friends, from our years there in the 1960’s and 1970’s. 
Yes, change is part of life, but God does not change and He was my constant 
help and encouragement during the whole year of 2010. One special verse is 
Psalm 59:16, “I will shout with joy each morning because of your unfailing 
love. For you have been my refuge, a place of safety in the day of distress.” 
Many have prayed for me and I thank you. My days are filled with the new 
ministries of the Internet and help-
ing people in the Spanish church 
I’ve been attending since October.  

One of the first couples I met at 
church are Francisco and Lulu. 
They live just a mile from me and I 
pick them up for church and have 
had a ministry of encouragement in 
their lives. I practiced with them for 
the solos each sang in the Christmas 
program  -  neat to hear their good 
musical voices!  



Here I am with Rosa, a widow from church 
who has been struggling with depression. I 
have begun a weekly Bible study with her 
in her home. Recently I met another 
widow, Delia, who is joining us in the 
study in Rosa’s home. 

Pray for Pastor Samuel as he makes visits, 
reaching out to new families. Pray that the 

Lord will guide me to be able to 
encourage the people to begin evan-
gelistic Bible studies, using study 
materials we used in Mexico.  

Thank you for your prayers and 
care,  

 
Beverly Kendal  
1346 N. Cesar Chavez Rd. # 508  
Alamo, TX 78516  
Tel. (956) 781-4474  
e-mail: bkendal@caminternational.org   

Day Date Passage(s) 

Monday 1/3 Luke 1:57-80 

Tuesday 1/4 Matthew 1:2-17; Luke 3:23-38 

Wednesday 1/5 Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-7 

Thursday 1/6 Matthew 2:1-12; Luke 2:8-20; John 7:41-42 

Friday 1/7 Luke 2:21-38 

Saturday 1/8 Matthew 2:13-21 

Sunday 1/9 Matthew 2:22-23; Luke 2:39-40 



Must We Believe in the Virgin Birth? 
Now, even some revisionist 

evangelicals claim that belief in 
the Virgin Birth is unnecessary. 
The meaning of the miracle is 
enduring, they argue, but the his-
torical truth of the doctrine is not 
really important. 

Must one believe in the Vir-
gin Birth to be a Christian? This is 
not a hard question to answer. It is 
conceivable that someone might 
come to Christ and trust Christ as 
Savior without yet learning that the Bible teaches that Jesus was born of a virgin. A 
new believer is not yet aware of the full structure of Christian truth. The real ques-
tion is this: Can a Christian, once aware of the Bible’s teaching, reject the Virgin 
Birth? The answer must be no. 

Nicholas Kristof pointed to his grandfather as a “devout” Presbyterian elder 
who believed that the Virgin Birth is a “pious legend.” Follow his example, Kristof 
encourages, and join the modern age. But we must face the hard fact that Kristof’s 
grandfather denied the faith. This is a very strange and perverse definition of 
“devout.” 

Matthew tells us that before Mary and Joseph “came together,” Mary “was 
found to be with child by the Holy Spirit.” [Matthew 1:18] This, Matthew explains, 
fulfilled what Isaiah promised: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear 
a Son, and they shall call His name ‘Immanuel,’ which translated means ‘God with 
Us’.” [Matthew 1:23, Isaiah 7:14] 

Luke provides even greater detail, revealing that Mary was visited by an angel 
who explained that she, though a virgin, would bear the divine child: “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
and for that reason the holy child shall be called the Son of God.” [Luke 1:35] 

Even if the Virgin Birth was taught by only one biblical passage, that would be 
sufficient to obligate all Christians to the belief. We have no right to weigh the rela-
tive truthfulness of biblical teachings by their repetition in Scripture. We cannot 
claim to believe that the Bible is the Word of God and then turn around and cast 
suspicion on its teaching. 

Millard Erickson states this well: “If we do not hold to the virgin birth despite 
the fact that the Bible asserts it, then we have compromised the authority of the 
Bible and there is in principle no reason why we should hold to its other teachings. 
Thus, rejecting the virgin birth has implications reaching far beyond the doctrine 
itself.” 

Implications, indeed. If Jesus was not born of a virgin, who was His father? 
There is no answer that will leave the Gospel intact. The Virgin Birth explains how 
Christ could be both God and man, how He was without sin, and that the entire 
work of salvation is God’s gracious act. If Jesus was not born of a virgin, He had a 
human father. If Jesus was not born of a virgin, the Bible teaches a lie. 



Let God Be Magnified 

The world is dull and sleepy, 
and utterly indifferent to the glory 
of God in the work of redemption. 
We need to tell it over and over and 
over again, that God is great in the 
salvation of his people. 

There are many who will rise 
up and deny God's Glory; revilers 
of all sorts abound in rage; but over 
and above their clamor, let the 
voice of truth be heard, "Let God 
be magnified." 

They cry, "the Bible is worn 
out." They doubt its inspiration, 
they question the deity of Christ, 
they set up new gods that have lately come up, that our fathers knew 
not. 

Let us confront them with the truth, let us oppose them with the 
gospel, let us overcome them through the blood of the Lamb, using this 
one only war-cry, "Let God be magnified." Everywhere in answer to 
all blasphemy, in direct conflict with profanity, let us lift up this voice 
with heart and soul. "Let God be magnified." 

Carl F. H. Henry, the dean of evangelical theologians, argues that the Virgin 
Birth is the “essential, historical indication of the Incarnation, bearing not only an 
analogy to the divine and human natures of the Incarnate, but also bringing out the 
nature, purpose, and bearing of this work of God to salvation.” Well said, and well 
believed. 

Nicholas Kristof and his secularist friends may find belief in the Virgin Birth 
to be evidence of intellectual backwardness among American Christians. But this 
is the faith of the Church, established in God’s perfect Word, and cherished by the 
true Church throughout the ages. Kristof’s grandfather, we are told, believed that 
the Virgin Birth is a “pious legend.” The fact that he could hold such beliefs and 
serve as an elder in his church is evidence of that church’s doctrinal and spiritual 
laxity — or worse. Those who deny the Virgin Birth affirm other doctrines only by 
force of whim, for they have already surrendered the authority of Scripture. They 
have undermined Christ’s nature and nullified the incarnation. 

This much we know: All those who find salvation will be saved by the aton-
ing work of Jesus the Christ — the virgin-born Savior. Anything less than this is 
just not Christianity, whatever it may call itself. A true Christian will not deny the 
Virgin Birth. 



A Christmas Prayer 

This is an interesting prayer I came across this week - a prayer obviously timed for 
the Christmas season. It was prayed in a service at All Souls Church, Langham Place 
(which is in London, England). 

 

We come together humbly to the Lord of Glory and the Prince of Peace. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Creator, Author, and Redeemer, we pray that our few concen-
trated minutes consciously in your presence would please you and humble us. 

We acknowledge you as Creator, who precedes and sustains everything 
· as Visitor in Bethlehem who is truly adorable 
· as Author not of fairy tales but of reality 
· as Redeemer who dies to make us whole 

So, convince us that this Christmas news is the best news ever 
· that though you are high yet you are lowly 
· hat though you are defined by eternity yet you are couched in humanity 
· that though you are cramped in obscurity yet your glory is for all who 

have eyes to see 

Convince us 
· that our freedom is born in a stable and 

secured at the Cross 
· that all other supposed solutions are 

false avenues in the light of your 
beauty and grace 

· that our very life depends on you 

Refresh our hearts in wonder and loose our 
tongues in songs of joy 

We worship you afresh 

 

Lord of Glory and Prince of Peace… 

Our living God is not remote, uncaring or idle  

but who is engaging, outgoing and active 

We, His people are called to be like Him 
· Let’s pray that we may reflect Him more accurately 
· Lead us your people to shine in the mess of the world 
· Lead us in humble service 
· Lead us in courageous abandonment of life and reputation 
· Strengthen our mission partners all over the world 

We pray for all in danger or hardship that they may be renewed in courage, faith 
and hope. 

And we pray for the multifaceted nature of our church here in…Valley Forge, that 
we might be filled with His energy, His love and His humility. 

So make the stable our context and the real world our activity center. 

Lord of Glory, Prince of Peace 

Hear our prayers 


