


���������	
�����
��
����	���
1701 Valley Forge Road �  Valley Forge �  PA �  19481 

610-783-7417 �  610-783-5422 �  484-431-8463 �  www.vfbaptist.org 
Sunday Morning 

February 14, 2011 

��������	

�������  

��

��
�

�������	���

��

���������	�������	����������

�� ��!�"����#������	����
�$	�%�

&��	����
�'
��	�%���'� �������(�)��

�� ��!(*)�����	�
��+����&����

��������!�,(����
�-�
�-��#..
�	�%�

�������!�)"���/���-�
�0���	�	�%��
��
�

1
�
������
��

#..
�	�%�2�#..
������

�� ��!(,"���-

���
�����0��&��	���3
����0
�

&
� ������	������
���������
��4�����,�������	��
�5�

�� ��!66�����7

��
��-����

�
�
�	��	���

����
��
���



This Week’s Schedule:  
This Week:  
 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will 

be continuing in the Book of 
Joshua in Chapter 23 once again! 

 10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Pastor Bill will 
preach on “Hindrances to An-
swered Prayer” (Part 8) 

 7:00 PM - We will continue our study of 
Psalm 8 

Wednesday:7:30 PM -  Prayer Meeting at the Church -  
We’ll get together to pray for Mis-
sionaries, as well as the needs of 
members and friends. 

Friday: 6:30 PM - Elders Meeting 
Next Sunday:   
 9:30 AM - In Sunday School, Steve Diem will 

continue with his wonderful study 
of the Book of Joshua. 

 10:30 AM - We will continue our study of  Hin-
drances to Prayer - moving on to 
Part 9. 

 7:00 PM - Evening Service - We will continue 
our pursuit of the Book of Psalms 
- Looking at Psalm 8. 

From the Goods… 
Thanks so much for your 

prayers.  Krisha has returned to nor-
mal and is back in school.  This is a 
huge relief for us and makes life so 
much easier.  We are still trying to 
figure out what is going on in her 
body.   

Still no real answers.  Ginny was at 
the Hospital and waited for a long time and then got to talk with some doctors 
and it was decided that she should be admitted on Tuesday and they will line 
up as many tests as possible in a short time so she doesn't have to be in the 
hospital long.  We are glad for this, so really pray for Tuesday and following. 
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Dear Friends in Christ 
Greetings in the precious Name of Jesus Christ at this special time of the 

year when we celebrate the coming of the Lord into this world. 
As we looked over our last letter and thought about what to report this 

month we realize that it seems we are always asking for more prayer. Dick is 
continuing to have health issues and one thing seems to trigger something else. 
Rather than going into all the details of the last month, we will just ask you to 
pray that we can get some answers that will result in his feeling better. In the 
meantime we just take one day at a time and live it as best we can. 

In spite of how frustrating the physical issues are, we have much for which 
to be thankful. Ministry wise, we want to especially say thank you to our faith-
ful support team. In looking over our records recently we were reminded that 
over 70% of our current financial supporters have been with us for over 25 
years. How special it is to know that through "thick and thin" we have been 
thought of, prayed for, and loved by all of you. (This includes numbers of 
churches.) We are aware that many cannot give financially but do care for us 
and the ministry and pray regularly for us as well. How good the Lord is to 
give us each other. We pray for you also and when we know of a special need 
it helps us pray more specifically. Keep in touch! 

We are going to continue to keep the ministry for another year with "The 
New Counselor" publication each month. Also, since we have seen the Lord 
use Dick in the preaching ministry in a powerful way in this past year, we feel 
that as the Lord gives opportunities and the health Dick needs to preach, we 
will continue that part of the ministry also. 

May you have a very special Christmas and blessed 2011. Love in Christ, 
 

P. S. Wops! We ran this off early because of the holiday and now have 
some exciting news to add. We almost hesitate to say it but for the first time in 
months, Dick has had several days of feeling better. We just couldn't let this go 
unreported for another month. About a week ago the doctor put him on Predni-
sone as a last resort. Even though it makes the blood sugars high nothing else 
had made a difference. It seems to have helped! 

 

What Have We Done? 
Holidays are set aside to celebrate a special event or group of people. As 

the years go by, many times the original purpose for the celebration has been 
changed by people, sometimes for selfish reasons. A classic example is 
Thanksgiving. It was set aside to give thanks to God for His blessings. The 



original Thanksgiving Day Proclamation encouraged the people to go to 
church and give thanks. In other words, it was to be a spiritual act of worship. 

Thanksgiving Day now barely resembles its roots. It is for turkey and foot-
ball. It is even called "Turkey Day" by some. This is not to say that there can-
not be a time of feasting and family celebration. But it should not be a substi-
tute for the true meaning of giving thanks. Most church doors are closed with 
no encouragement or opportunity to gather and give thanks. 

Now let's look at what we have done to Christmas. A day has been set 
aside but without instructions for its purpose. What are we to do? What has 
man done in celebrating Christmas day? 

Man has made the Christmas season and Christmas Day one of the most 
beautiful times of the year. Most of the music, whether secular or spiritual, is 
beautiful. It is heard all over in stores, restaurants, and of course in churches. 
Wherever you go you might hear this special, joyful music. There are all kinds 
of special programs, many on television, that are related to Christmas. There 
are decorations, especially lights, wherever you look. They might be all white 
or multi-colored, some blinking, all beautiful. There are all types of other sea-
sonal decorations everywhere one goes. Trees are brought into homes or places 
of business, and of course into churches that are then decorated in various 
ways. 

Of course one of the most important aspects of the Christmas season is the 
gift giving. Much time and effort goes into shopping for just the perfect item 
that would please the person who is to get the gift. It is a special time for most 
people, especially children, as they anticipate all the fun things that might hap-
pen and the "stuff' they might get. 

I need to say that these things are not bad. The problem is that they do not 
reflect the true meaning of Christmas or the original reason why we celebrate 
it. There are no instructions in the Scriptures for what we as Christians are to 
do. What exactly are we celebrating? 

If we stop and think about it, it's simply a birthday celebration. A child 
was born. 

"While they (Mary and Joseph) were there (in Bethlehem), the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered, and she brought forth her firstborn 
son (Jesus) and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a manger, 
because there was no room in the inn." (Luke 2:6,7) 

A child was born, but not like any other child born before or after that mo-
ment. 

"In the beginning was (always) the Word (Jesus), and the Word (Jesus) 
was (always) with (face to face) God and the Word (Jesus) was (always) 
God...All things were made by Him (the Creator) and without Him (Jesus) was 
not anything made that was made." John 1:1,3) 

Simply, the Word (Jesus) was God and all that God is. 

What do we celebrate? 
"And the Word (Jesus) was made flesh (by birth) and dwelt among us." 



John 1:14 

"Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bring forth a son and they 
shall call His name Immanuel, which being interpreted is God with us." (Matt. 
1:23) 

There are many other verses about this great event. These are enough to tell us 
why this night was special. On that night God took upon Himself human form by 
birth. He came into the world as a baby. Mary was the mother, and she conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. We are celebrating the Incarnation, God taking on 
human form, the beginning of His advance toward Calvary, where He would die 
for us. 

We have an example from Scripture about what we are to do to celebrate this 
great event from those who first witnessed it. Luke 2:8-20 records what happened. 
There are just two verses that help us to see what we are to do. 

First, the angels. "...praising God and saying, 'Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth, peace, goodwill toward men." (Luke 2:13,14). 

Then the shepherds. `.And the shepherds returned, glorifying God, praising 
God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. (Luke 
2:20). 

Christmas day is not for us but for Him. It should be a day of worship and 
praise for what He did on that day, taking on human form in the most humbling 
way as a baby. 

Years ago  when I was a pastor we always celebrated in church on the days set 
aside to celebrate. We did it on Thanksgiving Day and also on Christmas. We en-
couraged our people to celebrate family Christmas on Christmas eve, coming to-
gether as a family, reading the Christmas story, and then sharing their gifts. The 
people organized their schedule so that they could come to an early morning ser-
vice. Many people came and gathered together to praise God, to celebrate the true 
meaning of the day. I know of no church in this day that does this. That's too bad 
because we have many special memories of those services. 

Whatever the reasons for not doing this anymore, it is still important that as 
Christians we make the effort to include the Lord in our celebrations. Our time -
with family and friends can be a special spiritual experience when we sit together, 
read the Scriptures, share what the Lord has done in our lives with each other and 
take time to praise an thank Him. Let us make our Christmas one where we please 
God first and then please each other. 

Proverbs 4:18 



Concerning The Liberal View of Jesus As Myth: 
The Myth of Theodore Roosevelt 

Allow me a digression. I wish to 
apply these same principles of analy-
sis and comparison to a modern per-
sonality, following strictly the meth-
ods of modern scholars. Suppose Lord 
McCauley’s famous New Zealander, 
whom he pictures as standing upon a 
broken arch of London Bridge, in the 
midst of a vast solitude, to sketch the 
ruins of St. Paul’s should come over 
to America and dig in the sand-hills 
covering the Congressional Library in 
Washington. He finds a great pile of literature which originated in the first few 
years of the twentieth century. In the very learned book which our New Zea-
land scholar publishes he refers to the fact that at the beginning of the twentieth 
century the head of the great American nation was supposed to be a strong and 
influential man by the name of Theodore Roosevelt. His name has gone down 
in history, but our scholar proves that Theodore Roosevelt was no historical 
person at all. He never lived; he is merely the personification of tendencies and 
mythological traits then dominant in the American nation. 

For instance, this legendary hero is commonly pictured with a big stick. 
Now, this is plainly a mythological trait, borrowed from the Greeks and Ro-
mans, and represents really the thunderbolt of Jupiter. He is pictured as wear-
ing a broad brimmed hat and large eye-glasses. This mythological feature is 
borrowed from old Norse mythology, and represents Woden endeavoring to 
pierce through the heavy clouds of fog covering his head. A great many pic-
tures show the legendary hero smiling and displaying his teeth. This is a very 
interesting feature, showing the strong African influences in American civiliza-
tion.  

Many contradictory legends are told about this man. He was a great 
hunter; he was a rough rider; but he was also a scholar and author of a number 
of learned books. He lived in the mountains, on the prairie, and in a large city. 
He was a leader in war, but also a peacemaker. It is said that he was appealed 
to by antagonizing factions, even by warring nations, to arbitrate. It is self-
evident that we have here simply the personification of prominent character 
traits of the American people at various stages of their historical development. 
They loved to hunt, to ride, to war; reaching a higher stage of civilization, they 
turned to studying, writing books, making peace; and all these contradictory 
traits were, in course of time, used to draw the picture of this legendary na-
tional hero.  

Some mythological features have not yet been fully cleared up; for in-
stance, that he is often represented in the shape of a bear or accompanied by 
bears. For a while these “Teddy Bears” were in nearly every house, and it 



seems as if they even were worshipped, at least by the children. There is no 
doubt that some remote astral conception lies at the root of this rather puzzling 
feature. 

But two reasons are conclusive to establish the legendary thesis:  
1. The American nation, at the beginning of the twentieth century, had 

hardly emerged from the crudity of fetishism and witchcraft. Many 
traces of fortune-telling, charms, sorcery, and other forms of superstition 
can be found by studying the daily papers. Even this hero Roosevelt was 
given to some such superstition. Whenever he desired to bring any one 
under his spell and charm him, he took him by the hand and pronounced 
a certain magical word. As far as I can discover it spells something like 
“dee-lighted.”  

2. The other conclusive proof is the name. Theodore is taken from the 
language of a people representing the southern part of Europe and 
means “Gift of God;” Roosevelt is taken from the language of a people 
representing the northern part of Europe, and means “Field of Roses.”  

The idea is evi-
dent. This hero per-
sonifies the union of 
the two European 
races which laid the 
foundations of early 
American civiliza-
tion—the Romanic 
and the Teutonic 
races; and the Ameri-
cans imagined that a 
man who united in 
himself all those 
wonderful traits of 
character must necessarily be a miraculous “Gift of God,” and furthermore 
they thought that if a man personifying their ideals really had full sway, their 
country would be changed to a “Field of Roses.” 

This explanation is strictly scientific. No doubt a good many machine poli-
ticians and heads of trusts would be delighted to awake some morning and find 
out that Theodore Roosevelt is nothing but a mythological figure. But, he is 
not. He is a living fact and tremendous power in the life of our nation. And so 
is Jesus Christ. 

When I read such as this I cannot but wonder at those who think that Fun-
damentalists are ignorant rednecks. This guy had it pegged. The truth is that 
much of the modern scholarship concerning the historical Jesus is simply an 
attempt to make Him into the image that the scholar wishes Him to be. The 
historic Fundamentalists, however, recognized that the myth was the one cre-
ated by the so-called scholars and that Jesus simply cannot be made to fit the 
mold of those with parallel-o-mania. 


