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Sunday Morning 

January 16, 2011 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
This Week:  
 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will 

be taking up the Book of Joshua 
in Chapter 23 once again! 

 10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Pastor Bill will 
preach on “The Servant’s Respon-
sibilities In the Master’s Vineyard” 

 7:00 PM - We will continue our study of 
Psalm 7 

Monday:  - Martin Luther King Day 
Tuesday: 10:00 AM - Ladies Missionary Circle 
Wednesday:7:30 PM -  Prayer Meeting at the Church -  

Praying for Missionaries and other 
Outreaches of the Church.. 

Saturday: 10:00 AM - Men’s Breakfast 
Next Sunday:   
 9:30 AM - In Sunday School, Steve Diem will 

continue with his wonderful study 
of the Book of Joshua. 

 10:30 AM - We will be returning to our study 
of  Hindrances to Prayer - Part 8. 

 7:00 PM - Evening Service - We will continue 
our pursuit of the Book of Psalms 
- Looking at Psalm 8. 
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Few people realize, and those who are the advocates of Abortion desperately do not 
wish them to do so, the sheer horror of the statistical reality of the Abortion plague 
unleashed upon the unborn and upon our society on January 22, 1973 as a result of the Roe 
v. Wade Supreme Court decision.   

The graphic to the left describes only the tangible toll taken, the mental and emotional 
toll in incalculable; and the spiritual toll, that judgment of innocent blood that God will 
require at the hands of both the nation and at the hands of the individuals who put personal 
convenience and pleasure ahead of the reality of what they know to be a life, a person grow-
ing inside of the womb is impossible to put on paper.   

It is also plain that the course of both the nation and the individuals in the nation is set.  
But that ought to bring a smile to our faces.  Because nations and people have had hearts of 
stone before and God has moved.  The answer is not found, as we well know, in the mecha-
nisms of law and the world. Those result ONLY in frustration for us and anger and resent-
ment on the part of the unredeemed. 

The answer is to be found ONLY in the redemptive and life changing power of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.  That power is applied one life at a time, and those lives, one at a 
time, work together to change neighborhoods, the towns, then counties, states and then the 
nation, should God be so willing. 

In all of this, we must remember, it is not about what WE want, it is about what He 
wants and what brings HIM glory.  In retrospect, the horrible moral decay and the terrible 
judgment that God brought as a result upon the kingdoms of history glorified our holy Mas-
ter.  He owns the vineyard not we.  All we can do is pray that He will be patient a while 
longer and allow us to prune and dig around His trees a bit more... 



An Unremarkable Faith 

�

Meet Larry, a thirty-six year old Science teacher. Larry married Cathy 12 
years ago. They love each other and enjoy raising their two sons. Larry’s life 
wouldn’t hold out much interest to the average citizen. His Facebook account 
doesn’t draw many friends and nobody ever leaves a comment on his blog. In 
fact, most people would summarize Larry’s life with one word—boring. But 
not Larry. Teaching osmosis to junior high students, playing Uno with his 
kids, and working in the yard with Cathy is paradise to him. But the real love 
of his life is Jesus. Larry’s a Christian. He’s been walking with the Lord for 
more than 20 years. 

Larry’s Christian friends all employ the same word to describe their com-
panion—faithful. He’s faithful to his local church where he’s been teaching 
Sunday School for nearly a decade. He’s never ignored a legitimate financial 
need within the body of Christ. He gives sacrificially, but secretly. Larry de-
votes himself to his wife and family, lovingly shepherding them through every 
season of life with the Scriptures. He’s faithful to his job and fellow col-
leagues. He’s managed to share Christ with nearly every junior-high teacher at 
Oakwood Academy. And although they mock Larry behind his back, all the 
teachers respect him. It won’t shock you to know Larry pays his taxes and 
never misses an opportunity to serve his community. Larry’s life commends 
the gospel. He’s faithful, but he’s unremarkable. Or, is he? 

If you’re bored with Larry’s Christianity, it’s probably because you’ve 
been influenced by a very different idea of the Christian life. Larry’s not radi-
cal, or wild at heart—not in the sense of taking careless risks, jeopardizing the 
stability of his family, or pursuing a life of adventure. You could say Larry is 
quite content with his station in life, a station given him by God. He aspires to 
live a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. Sound familiar? 

There’s a stubborn and influential voice within evangelicalism that seems 
to despise simple yet unremarkable faithfulness. Pastor Tom Lyon acknowl-
edges that when he writes,  

“The value of a humble and unassuming life seems to have been 
eclipsed by this upwardly mobile ‘dare to be a Daniel’ brand of 
Christianity which elevates ambition above maturity and has 
seated the stable but unremarkable believer in coach class. 
Something is wrong here.” 

Lyon went on to describe what he called the unremarkable Christian:  

“His aspirations, his thirst for notoriety, his estimate of great-
ness have all been changed. His horizon has come closer to 
home. He finds in the Bible no call to be outstanding. He is not 
without ambition, but his dreams have nothing to do with rising 
above his fellows. Unless pressed, he prefers anonymity to atten-



tion. He is steady. Steadied by grace. And one of the most amaz-
ing things about grace is how it works this even disposition.” 

That’s not an endorsement for ministerial mediocrity or a call to settle for 
small, lifeless pursuits. On the contrary, it’s is a plea for excellence—but ex-
cellence according to Scripture. A humble, Spirit-filled pursuit of greatness 
should characterize every Christian’s efforts in ministry, but remember that 
greatness in God’s kingdom is unappealing to the world, unremarkable. How 
does the world view your life? John MacArthur writes: 

“Christians are to be known for their quiet demeanor, not for 
making disturbances. Unbelievers should see us as quiet, loyal, 
diligent, virtuous people…To promote a tranquil and quiet life, 
believers must pursue godliness and dignity…Godliness can re-
fer to a proper attitude; dignity to proper behavior. Thus believ-
ers are to be marked by a commitment to morality; holy motives 
must result in holy behavior. Both contribute to the tranquility 
and quietness of our lives.” 

Here’s a thought to ponder as you go your way. Had you befriended 
Larry, how might you react to his faithful, yet unremarkable life? Would you 
advise him to venture out further, take a radical risk for the kingdom and leave 
behind the quiet, mundane confinements of his Norman Rockwell life? Or 
would you commend Larry for how he’s living, giving God glory for such a 
faithful yet unremarkable Christian? Remember, the handful of so-called radi-
cal, risk-taking Christians stand on the backs of men like Larry. They are only 
able to take their risks because the Larry’s of this world won’t, and Larry 
wouldn’t have it any other way. 
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 My, How Charity Has Changed 

Two presidents, two approaches to welfare. In 1854 when Congress pre-
sented Franklin Pierce with legislation funding mental hospitals, he vetoed it, 
fearing such federal involvement would curtail private giving:  

“Should this bill become a law…the foundations of charity will 
be dried up at home….”  

However, when Theodore Roosevelt met with the 
White House Conference on the Care of Dependent Chil-
dren in 1909, he left the details to experts: 

 “How the relief shall come, public, private, or by 
a mixture of both, in what way, you are competent 
to say and I am not.” 

Charity was on its way from being a private to a 
state responsibility. How did this happen? A roadmap is 
in order. 

In the early 19th century, private citizens, fueled by the fires of Christian 
revivalism, organized to both proclaim the gospel and relieve the needy. They 
met the needs of thousands. Because this giving stemmed from a Christian 

worldview, they gave not only generously but care-
fully. As Christians, they recognized humanity’s sin-
fulness and thus discouraged indiscriminate giving that 
failed to distinguish between the truly needy and the 
fraudulent. However, as the 19th century 
“progressed,” views of humanity began to change, and 
approaches to charity changed with them.  

Feeding much of this fervor on the church side of 
things was the revivalism at the end of the 19th Cen-
tury lead by men like Finney and Moody, and even to 
some degree Wesley and others earlier,  a who greatly 
altered the perception of the average churchman’s 

perception of the nature of man (and thus, the per-
ception of much of society’s perception of that na-
ture).  They moved from a view (the predominant 

and historical, Biblical view) that man was depraved and wicked in his nature, 
unable and unwilling to do what was good, to the view that man was merely 
disabled by sin and able, given the proper information and the proper motiva-
tion, to respond rightly to the Gospel.   

Thus the nature of their preaching turned from a call to simple trust in the 
Gospel and a repentance and faith in Christ’s provision absolutely in His fin-
ished work to a receiving and an emphasis on need for man to contribute by his 
own mourning and sorrow.  Hence the rising of the alter call, the mourner’s 



bench, the invitation and other progressive techniques to “win souls” and 
“bring men to Christ”.  The view of the Evangelist changed from that of the 
preacher of the Gospel and the Sower of the seed to that of the harvester of 
crop.  He was now the one who was to reap the crop and call men to the front 
for the time of reckoning and the time of decision. 

Of course, the problem with all of this is that it based, not on Biblical doc-
trine OR example, but human philosophy and reasoning.  It follows the world-
view that is prominent again and again in the Bible as men seek to build a 
kingdom for themselves, not or God.  Cain did it, 
Nimrod did it, virtually all of the Kings of the 
Northern and Southern Kingdoms did it, the empires 
of the Gentile world have done it throughout history, 
and God has slapped them down each and every 
time! 

A preeminent example of this worldview, at this 
particular time, was articulated by Horace Greeley, 
the Universalist publisher of the New York Tribune.  
Greeley believed everyone was basically good and, 
thus, he had no reservations about indiscriminate 
giving. Furthermore, he recommended the redistribution of wealth so that all 
would receive an equal share. Though his newspaper did much to change pub-
lic opinion, Greeley was only the beginning. With an increasing confidence in 
humanity, charity became secularized. Citizens idolized the state, relying upon 
it for sustenance. By the end of the 19th century, the new direction was clear 
and chilling: 

We ought, therefore, to regard the Nation as the Church, its rul-
ers as ministers of Christ, its whole body as a Christian brother-
hood . . . its progressive development, especially in raising the 



weak, as the fullest service rendered on earth to God, the nearest 
thing as yet within our reach to the kingdom of heaven. 

It is hard to overemphasize the practical effect of this change of outlook. 
In this new era, private charitable giving was actually discouraged so as not to 
crowd out government involvement. However, it 
was the federal response to the Great Depression - 
the New Deal - and the Great Society legislation 
that sealed the change in the United States. 

President Franklin Roosevelt responded deci-
sively to the Great Depression. His arguably nec-
essary policies were a mixture of federal regula-
tions (e.g., the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpo-
ration) and social reform (e.g., Social Security 
legislation). From temporary jobs to cheap elec-
tricity, Americans expected Uncle Sam to provide 
relief. One young congressman who drank deeply 
from the well of the New Deal was Lyndon Johnson. He represented Texas in 
the House of Representatives beginning in 1937 and became known as Roose-
velt’s protégé. When Johnson became president in 1963, he brokered his own 
New Deal, which he dubbed the “Great Society.” It was a federalized effort to 
battle social ills. As one sympathetic author wrote, it was a plan hatched with 
“ the best of intentions.”  We all know what road has that as its’ destination! 

There is much to commend Johnson’s work. The Civil Rights Act, for 
example, is part of his legacy. Were it not for Johnson’s legal work, and the 
enforcement that followed, the US would have been segregated for a much 
longer time than we were.   

However, Johnson’s crusade to help the poor did not work. His policies 
failed, statistically, and they, much more significantly, severed that vital rela-
tionship between charity and discernment. As Marvin Olasky, author of The 
Tragedy of American Compassion, argued,  

“The War on Poverty of the 1960s was a disaster not so much 
because of its new programs but because of their emphasis on 
entitlement rather than need.”  

This misplaced emphasis contin-
ues. A truly “great society” will em-
brace wise, private, charitable giving. 
Such giving is, after all, personal, effec-
tive and, at least in the United States, 
increasingly popular. With the failures 
of public sector welfare, one can hope 
that charity finds its way back to the 
Church and the private sector - home 
once again. 



Day Date Passage 

Monday 1/17/2011 John’s Messianic Preaching (Part 1) - Matt. 3:11-12; Mark 1:7-8; 
Luke 3:15-18 

Tuesday 1/18/2011 John’s Messianic Preaching (Part 2) - John 1:24-28 

Wednesday 1/19/2011 John’s Imprisonment - Luke 3:19-20; Matthew 14:3-4; Mark 6:17-18 

Thursday 1/20/2011 Jesus’ Baptism - Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22 

Friday 1/21/2011 Jesus’ Baptism (Part 2) - John 1:29-34 

Saturday 1/22/2011 The Temptation of the Lord - Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13 

Sunday 1/23/2011 The Temptation of the Lord - Luke 4:1-13; John 1:51 

Thru the Gospels for Monday, January 17th thru Sunday, 
January 23rd 
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George Muller's New Year Words 
George Muller's Words, spoken at a New Year's Service, 1859 

 
We have, through the goodness of the Lord, been permitted to enter upon 

another year, and the minds of many among us will no doubt be occupied with 
plans for the future, and the various fears of our work and service for the Lord. 
If our lives are spared, we shall be engaged in many things--the welfare of our 
families, the prosperity of our business, and 
our work and service for Christ, which may 
be considered the most important matters to 
be attended to. 

But according to my judgement, the 
most important point to be attended to is 
this: above all things, see to it that your 
souls are happy in the Lord. Other things 
may press upon you, and the Lord's work 
may even have urgent claims upon your 
attention, but I deliberately repeat, it is of 
supreme and paramount importance that 
you should seek above all things to have 
your souls truly happy in God Himself! Day 
by day seek to make this the most important 
business of your life. This has been my firm 
and settled condition for the last thirty-five years. For the first four years after 
my conversion, I knew not its vast importance, but now after much experience, 
I especially commend this point to the notice of my younger brothers and sis-
ters in Christ: the secret of all true effectual service is joy in God, and having 
experimental acquaintance and fellowship with God Himself. 

But in what way shall we attain to this settled happiness of soul? How 
shall we learn to enjoy God? How shall we obtain such an all-sufficient soul-
satisfying portion in Him, as shall enable us to let go the things of this world as 
vain and worthless in comparison? I answer, This happiness is to be obtained 
through the study of the Holy Scriptures. God has therein revealed Himself 
unto us in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In the Scriptures, by the power of the Holy Ghost, He makes Himself 
known unto our souls. . . . Therefore the very earliest portion of the day we can 
command should be devoted to the meditation on Scriptures. Our souls should 
feed upon the Word. . . . This intimate experimental acquaintance with Him 
will make us truly happy. Nothing else will. In God our Father and the blessed 
Jesus, our souls have a rich, divine, imperishable, eternal treasure. Let us enter 
into practical possession of these true riches; yea, let the remaining days of our 
earthily pilgrimage be spent in an ever-increasing, devoted, earnest consecra-
tion of our souls to God. 

- George Mueller 


