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This Week’s Schedule:  
This Week:  
 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will be tak-

ing up the Book of Joshua in Chapter 23 
once again! Woo Hoo! 

 10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Pastor Bill continues  
our brief series on “What A Dullard Has 
Managed to Learn About Having A Wife”. 

 7:00 PM - We will enjoy our February Ladies Aid 
Hymn Sing - REFRESHMENTS! 

Monday:  - Valentine’s Day - Don’t make me come 
over there husbands! 

  - Cyril and Methodius, both Missionaries to 
the Slavs die in 869 and 885 respectively. 

Wednesday:  - President’s Day 
 7:30 PM -  Prayer Meeting at the Church - Praying 

for our Missionaries. 
Friday:  - Martin Luther dies in 1546. 

�

Next Sunday:   
 9:30 AM - In Sunday School, Steve Diem will con-

tinue with his wonderful study of the 
Book of Joshua. 

 10:30 AM - We will be returning to our study of  H in-
drances to Prayer - Part 10. 

 2:00 PM - Memorial Service for Bud Diem here at 
the Church with a luncheon following 
downstairs. 

 7:00 PM - Evening Service - We will continue our 
pursuit of the Book of Psalms. 

Memorial Service for Bud Diem 
�

Next Sunday, at 2 PM,, we’ll be hosting a 
memorial service for Bud Diem, one of our 
long time friends and elders who died just a 
week and half ago in Phoenixville hospital.  
The service will be followed by a meal in the 
hall downstairs (for which we’ll need you 
assistance - See Elaine Deger)  We’re expect-
ing quite a crowd as we take the opportunity 
to remember Bud and all that he meant to us and use next week to set our 
minds firmly on that wonderful day when we will see him once again in glory 
upon the return of our Lord Jesus.  Please set that time aside to be here with 
us to remember and to fellowship together. 



Top 10 Most-Searched Bible Verses: What’s Missing? 

Pastor Collin Hanson, Writing at the Gospel Coalition 

After watching many National Football League 
games growing up, I finally grew curious 
enough to walk into my parents’ office and 
pick up the family Bible. It seemed every 
football broadcast included shots of someone 
standing in the end zone, behind and between 
the goal posts, holding up a simple sign: 
JOHN 3:16. I knew enough about the Bible to 
locate the Book of John in the New Testament. 
When I read John 3:16, I wasn’t impressed. 
Turns out the verse was familiar, thanks to 
Sunday school. I guess I expected to read 
some sort of decoded message that would 
unlock a valuable secret. In some sense that’s 
exactly what I read, but I didn’t yet have the eyes of 
faith to behold the beauty of what God has done in Jesus 
Christ. 

You probably won’t be surprised to learn that John 3:16 is 
the most-searched Bible verse, according to statistical analysis 
provided by the folks at Bible Gateway. They reviewed the be-
havior of some of the 8 million visitors who stop by their site each month, many of 
them chasing results provided by Google. I was intrigued to review the top 10 re-
sults, which I’ve listed in reverse order. 

10.)  Matthew 28:19: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

9.)  Philippians 4:6: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situa-
tion, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.” 

8.)  Romans 12:2: “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

7.)  Proverbs 3:6: “In all your ways submit to him, and he will make your 
paths straight.” 

6.)  Proverbs 3:5: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding.” 

5.)  Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 

4.)  Philippians 4:13: “I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” 

3.)  Romans 8:28: “And we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” 

2.)  Jeremiah 29:11: “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the 
LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.’” 



1.)  John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

Four verses come from the Old Testament. Two more come from the Gospels, 
and four may be found in the Pauline epistles. You’ve seen many of these verses on 
bumper stickers, bookmarks, plaques, and various other knickknacks you can buy in 
a Christian bookstore. Tim Tebow wrote some of them on his eye black, knowing 
cameras would zoom in on it during his days as Heisman Trophy-winning quarter-
back at the University of Florida. In fact, when Tebow’s Gators won the national 
championship in 2009, John 3:16 topped Google’s list of hottest searches.  That 
same John 3:16 was just refused as an ad by Fox TV for this past Super Bowl oddly 
enough... 

Overall the list represents a nice cross-section of Scripture and tells an uplifting 
story of God’s work in the world. He created it (Gen. 1:1); calls us to trust and sub-
mit to him, not conform to it (Prov. 3:5-6; Rom. 12:2); loves it enough to save it 
(John 3:16); and commissions us to traverse all of it making disciples (Matt. 28:19). 
From this list we learn that when most people turn to Scripture, they’re often look-
ing for encouragement. They cling to these verses trusting that God is working for 
their good (Rom. 8:28), giving them strength (Phil. 4:13), planning their hopeful 
future (Jer. 29:11), and calming their anxieties by answering their requests (Phil. 
4:6). If nothing else, these results help those of us who regularly preach and teach 
the Bible understand how many Christians and even non-Christians use the Bible. 

Let me mention an omission. Maybe you caught it, too. Knowing the whole 
Bible and not just the most-searched passages, you realize that the absence is glar-
ing. You won’t learn from this list why God needs to redeem the world he cre-
ated. You won’t learn why his love is so significant. You won’t find any warn-
ing of what’s to come if you don’t believe. In short, you won’t read about our sin 
and God’s wrath. Actually, you need to follow the list all the way down to #19 and 
#20 to find sin. At #19, 1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” And #20 
reads, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

If we neglect sin and the Lord’s righteous wrath, then we haven’t understood 
even the basics of Scripture and God’s true character. D. A. Carson writes in The 
Gagging of God: Christianity Confronts Pluralism: 

The point that cannot be escaped is that God’s wrath is not some 
minor and easily dismissed peripheral element to the Bible’s plot-
line. Theologically, God’s wrath is not inseparable from what it 
means to be God. Rather, his wrath is a function of his holiness as he 
confronts sin. But insofar as holiness is an attribute of God, and sin is 
the endemic condition of this world, this side of the Fall divine wrath 
cannot be ignored or evaded. It is not going too far to say that the 
Bible would not have a plot-line at all if there were no wrath. 

The danger of popping into Scripture from Google is that we miss the story for 
the verses. Each one of these top 10 most-searched Bible verses is a beautiful, mov-
ing testament to God’s loving faithfulness. We should memorize them, sing them, 
copy them, and remind one another of them. But without knowing the whole story, 
we don’t know why we should care that God loved the world enough to give his one 
and only Son. Unless we know about our sin, we will surely perish in it. 



Dear Friends and Family, 

New Year 
I hope this letter finds you all well and on your way to a successful new 

year. I say thank you to all who sent cards and notes of encouragement during 
this past Christmas Season. As the holidays approached I was a little concerned 
for this would be the first Christmas I have ever spent alone. God was gracious 
though and had people already prepared for me to be with. Breakfast, lunch, 
and diner were spent with good friends. I rang in the New Year by running the 
broadcast shift at KTWR , sending out God's life changing word. With the 
wonders of modern technology, I was able to spend time with both Shelly and 
Josh the same day. By video I said hello and wished everyone a Merry Christ-
mas in PA and then watched my three grandchildren open their gifts in AZ on 
Christmas morning. Seeing and hearing their excitement as they opened each 
package was the highlight of my day. I'm not much for New Year’s resolu-
tions, but if I were to make one, it would be to lose weight and get on a steady 
exercise program. As I approach this new year I am looking forward to what 
God will do. God has promised in His word, " They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength". 

Pet Family 
Many have asked, whatever happened to your pets. I still have four parrots 

and two dogs. The dogs are Lucky and Rolex. They are my constant compan-
ions. They even come to work with me when I work the night broadcast shift. 
They love to go for walks, especially going to the beach. They both love to get 
in the water and swim with me. The parrots are a continual source of entertain-
ment. They each have their own individual personalities and love to clown 
around. Harley, the Blue Gold Macaw, loves to ride in the car and on the han-
dle bars of my bike. He likes to say hello to everything that moves. Casper, the 
African Grey is the best talker in the flock. He calls me daddy and likes to 
whistle for the dogs. He bangs his beak on the furniture so they think someone 
is at the door; when they bark, he laughs. He has a rather large vocabulary of 
about 50 words. Alex is an Alexandrine Parrot. He likes to sit on my shoulder 
and talk away. His specialty is making animal noises: which he knows around 
15. Gizzmo is a Sun Conure and is my special friend. Out of all of them he has 
bonded to most with me. He sleeps on his back and spends a lot of time hiding 
in my shirt. He is the youngest of them all and is not known for talking. He has 
learned to say his name and pretty bird. God has used these little guys to help 
with loneliness, and they are always ready to listen when I need someone to 
talk to. 



God’s Faithfulness 
Starting in March of 2010 we began praying about the possibilities of get-

ting two new transmitters for Guam. They were a really good fit for our minis-
try of reaching Asia with God's life changing word. By faith we as a group said 
we should purchase and install them, knowing it would be a very large project 
and expensive as well. As the project was submitted to the leadership of TWR, 
they thought as well we should go ahead with it and ask God to supply the 
funding. Over the last several months there have been several share-a-thons 
around the country, asking people to get involved with this endeavor. God has 
done a tremendous work and the money for the project to move ahead has 
come in. Amazingly God has supplied in abundance, providing more then we 
could have imagined. We praise Him for His faithfulness in meeting this need 
so quickly. 

KTWR 
We have been moving full steam ahead with the installation of the trans-

mitters. Over the past few months we have removed and packed our old 100k 
watt transmitter for shipment to its new home. When our 
building was built, the transmitters were put in place and 
the building was built around them. We had to create a 
hole big enough to remove the transmitter in one piece. 
We had to relocate our tool room and tear the walls 
down to make the hole. With the hole opened up we 
moved the 5000 pound transmitter out into the shop and 
then into the shipping container. Moving and loading the 
high voltage transformer, which weighed almost 6,200 
pounds, was the biggest part of the move. By the time 
you receive this letter we hope to have two of the large 
12.5 ton air- conditioners installed. We will be doing the 
major demolition of the transmitter hall in mid February 
and then moving the new transmitters into the building in 
the beginning of March. With the funding being made 
available, we have been able to order all the large trans-
formers and blowers needed for the transmitters. Please 
pray with us as we are still very short handed personnel 
wise and have a lot of work ahead of us. If you think you 
may be interest in coming and helping with the project, 

contact TWR and find out how you might fit in. You can follow our progress 
by going to http://ktwrdrm.blogspot.com  

Thank You 
As I close I want to say thank you for your prayers and support over the 

past year. I praise the Lord for each of you and appreciate your part in minis-
try. I still have a short fall in monthly support, but I am waiting on the Lord 
fully confident He will supply. May God bless you. 



Free Will Synergism Vs. Free Grace Monergism 

· Synergists teach '... and as many as believed 
were ordained to eternal life.' but the Bible 
teaches 'And as many as were ordained to eter-
nal life, believed.' (Acts 13:48) 

· Synergists teach '...no one knows the Father 
except those who choose the Son.' But the Bible 
teaches that 'no one knows the Father except the 
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal Him' (Matt 11:27) They are the ones who 
'choose' the Son. 

· Synergists teach that 'All can come to Christ of 
their own free will', but Jesus teaches that 'no 
one can come to me unless it is granted him by 
the Father.' (John 6:65) and all whom He grants 
will come (John 6:37) 

· Synergists teach that 'you are not Christ's sheep 
because you do not believe', but Jesus teaches 
that 'you do not believe because you are not of 
My sheep.' (John 10:26) 

· Synergists teach that 'the reason you are not of 
God is because you are unwilling to hear and 
believe God's words.' Jesus, on the other hand, 
taught, 'The reason why you do not hear [God's 
words] is that you are not of God." (John 8:47) 

· Synergists teach that 'salvation is so easy a cave man can do it" but the Bible 
teaches that “What is impossible with man is possible with 
God.” (Luke 18:27) 

In the Divine economy men are responsible to believe the gospel, but are morally 
impotent to do so from their own native resource. This inability (due to our intimate 
solidarity with Adam's sin) is something we are culpable for, like owing... a debt we 
cannot repay. So God has every right to call us all to account to 'repay our debt', so to 
speak, even though we do not have the resources to do so. The Church is to call all men 
to repent and believe the gospel (an imperative) but no one believes. But God, in his 
great mercy, still has mercy on many, opening their hearts to the gospel that that might 
believe. 

To this sometimes a synergist often quotes "whosoever will may come" to which 
we reply that this does quote not teach an indicative of what we are able to do, but 
rather, teaches what we 'ought' to do. As Martin Luther said,  

"Does it follow from: 'turn ye' that therefore you can turn? Does it follow from 
"'Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart' (Deut 6.5) that therefore you can 
love with all your heart? What do arguments of this kind prove, but the 'free-
will' does not need the grace of God, but can do all things by its own 
power...But it does not follow from this that man is converted by his own 
power, nor do the words say so; they simply say: "if thou wilt turn, telling man 
what he should do. When he knows it, and sees that he cannot do it, he will 
ask where he may find ability to do it...this is the intention of the Law - to use 
it otherwise is to pervert it" Luther BW,164 

Synergism: It means 
co-operation and essen-
tially, deliberately or 
not, the teaching that 
salvation is partially 
the responsibility of 
God and partially the 
responsibility of man, 
namely man works 
together with God to 
effect his salvation. 
 
Monergism: Essen-
tially, virtually always, 
the teaching that regen-
eration is the responsi-
bility and action of 
God and His Spirit 
ALONE, unassisted by 
human effort or coop-
eration. 


