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This Week’s Schedule:
This Week:
9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will be
taking up the Book of Joshua in
Chapter 23 once again!
10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Pastor Bill will
preach on “Hindrances to Answered
Prayer” (Part 5)
2:00 PM - “Homegoing” Service for Bud Diem
here at the Church followed by a
meal together downstairs.
7:00 PM - No Evening Service Tonight
Monday: - President’s Day
Wednesday: - Polycarp - Early Church Father and
Bishop of Smyrna Martyred in 156.
7:30 PM - Prayer Meeting at the Church - Pray-

ing for Church Members and friends.

Saturday: 8:00 AM - Men’'s Breakfast here at the Chu  rch.

Next Sunday:
9:30 AM -

In Sunday School, Steve Diem will
continue with his wonderful study of
the Book of Joshua.

10:30 AM - We will be returning to our study of

7:00 PM -

Hindrances to Prayer.

Evening Service - We will continue
our pursuit of the Book of Psalms -
Looking at Psalm 8.



“Elijah Was A Man Subject To Like Passions As We Are.”

Let's take a minute and dissect that expression from JatiesWhen | preached
from James a couple of years ago, | cited that verdeeted that James was stressing
Elijah's ordinariness. He wasn't anything superhuman. Heim&aseptional. The mod-
ern versions mostly saytfé was a man with a nature like ourghat's the main idea.

But it's more than that. The Greek term is ‘homoiopathesally, “like pas-

sions.” And indeedElijah's human passions are prominent throughout his lié
story. If anything, Elijah wore his
passions on his sleeve. His affec-
tions and his zeal are more pro-
nounced and more clearly visible
than most of us. Even his famous
ups and downs were driven to the
highest of heights and the lowest of
lows by his passionsie was not
only a man of passions he was a
man of strong passions.

But James's central point is simply

that Elijah wasa man” - and he

was every bit a man. The rugged-
ness of his masculinity is one of the most prominenteswi@aring features of his char-
acter. He was a man of strong passions but don't get¢hde was always emoting.
His passions weren't the sniveling or effeminate kindwlen't a wimp. His manliness
is always as evident as his emotions, even at the @mabtow point in his life. That
came at the end of a long fast, during which he had run rtbarfyll length of the
nation of Israel from north to soutfihat one episode of discouragement was also the
exception to a life and ministry distinguished by remakable courage and stamina.

Elijah was a guy's guy.He seems to have been a bit crude. For months he ate
food that was brought to him by ravens - scavenger birdsi'tl kdiow many people
who wouldn't cringe at such a diet. It suited Elijah just fine.

And listen to the Bible's physical description of Elijamirg Kings 1:8:

“He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about bisg.”

So his physical appearance was dominated by hair and |datleerder how peo-
ple would look at him if he walked into the typical evangglzhurch today.

And in that episode where he lapsed into discouragemenipifiBe says he slept
under a juniper tree. The Hebrew word signifies a kind abtorplant that flourishes in
desert climates. They are scratchy. They grow low tgtbend. And they don't make
enough shade to shield a grown man. Underneath one of them wakddarspectacu-
larly uncomfortable sleeping place.

But Elijah was that sort of crude, earthy character wiom the Lord delights to
use.| find this refreshing. Time and time again, both ini@are and in church history,
God employs men who smash the stereotypical notions gf p@tn the Baptist was
exactly like Elijah, living in the desert and eating bugs laoraky for his meals. Christ's
closest disciples were fishermen instead of sanctimombassees. Christ himself
grew up in a carpenter's home rather than the more sltbtavironment of a scribe or
cultured clergyman. Again and again, God uses that whishasltured, unsophisti-
cated, and contemptible in the eyes of refined sodielyn't know about you, but I find



that wonderfully liberating and encouraging.

Think about it, and you'll realize that the Bible's standétdue holiness is about
as far as you can get from the cloistered existencé prople imagine when they think
of a life of devotion to God. But what good is the kindighteousness that can only be
lived out in behind the walls of a monastery or conventiadgood is any kind of piety
that cannot survive in the real world?

I'll take the robust, manly faith of Elijah any day over weak and effeminate
attitude of the typical professional clergyman (or wojnaho thinks he (or she) is
being devout because (s)he pretends (s)he has attained déaighef social refine-
ment than (s)he really has.

Elijah was the kind of persamho tends to offend the sensibilities of cultured
clergy-folk.

He was a passionate, plain-spoken man of decisive action.

He could be harsh and even viciously sarcastic, espewiaéiy he was de-
fending the truth against its enemies.

He wasn't known for diplomacy.
He was no friend of the enemies of God.
He had a clear-cut sense of right and wrong, truth and andr

He had little patience with anyone who might want to bfuwkscure the line
between them.

He was not a man who would fit in well among modern eViae The biggest
fear of most evangelical pastors today is that they nuffabhd people. They are con-
vinced they will never win the world unless they areudtle and indirect as possible
with the truth especially those truths that go agahesspirit of our age. They think the
only way to attract people to the truth is by accommodatiorifly appetites as much
as possible especially in matters of style and forniti€alcorrectness is their standard
of truth.

Elijah was at the opposite end of the spectrum. He was @sinon-subtle and
non-compromising and politically incorrect as it is possiblee. His style would not
be warmly welcomed in the typical 20th-Century clergypessconvention.

But he had a faith that was well-suited for the realvorld. His passion for truth
was stronger than his love of comfort. His convictiomserso unshakable that he never
wavered, even when he thought he was literally the lastatinze who believed the
truth. Most people are tempted to decide truth by majeadty. Most of us would
probably be tempted to adjust our world-view if we thoughetitee world had aban-
doned the faith and we were the last Christians left. BiElijah. It's true that he
begged to be allowed to die, but he never once entertaindwbtight of abandoning
the faith or softening the truth just to make his ldsier.

Elijah's culture was remarkably like ours. The parallels between his time and
ours are striking. Elijah’s life is a textbook examplevbét real faith looks like when
it's unleashed in a hostile world. If your prototype fori§fan piety has always been
the quiet ascetic who sits with his hands folded, readingtidmal material, it's time to
adjust your thinking—especially since we live in a culturenatpassion and plain
spokeness are commonly deemed inappropriate modes of comtimmgaen we're
proclaiming the truth of Scripture to a hostile culture.

I think if you seriously contemplate the example of Elijhy'll come away with

a different perspective on what real passion for thertith looks like. And | hope
you'll be persuaded to pray for a double portion of EBjapirit.



What Made David Great

veryone who knows the Bible knows that King Davidsna great man{

And yet everyone familiar with the Bible will alsecognize that David

did a lot of not-so-great things. Of course, theas the sin with Bath-
sheba, the murder of her husband Uriah, and theeguient cover-up. Tha
was not exactly delighting in the law of the LoRk&Im 1:2). But there was also
the ill-advised census motivated by David’s pridet to mention a series of les-
sons in how not to manage your household well.déarg a man after God’'s own
heart (Acts 13:22), David managed to follow his dvgart quite a bit.

So with all these flaws, what made David great? Gmeéd easily mention

David’s courage, his loyalty, his faith, his succas a leader, musician, and war

rior. But he was great in other lesser-known wesysell. In particular, David wag
a great man because he was willing to overlookretisén but unwilling to over-
look his own.

David was a gracious man, bearing with the failinfsthers, eager to give
his enemies a second chance. Twice, while hisdderlvised him to strike down
their enemy, David spared Saul’s life, (1 SamuelZ8). Though Saul opposed
him at every turn, David did not rejoice at his tihedut wept for the king and his
son Jonathan (2 Sam. 1:17-27). David welcomed Alhen he defected from th
phony king Ish-bosheth and mourned for him wheftrasing Joab stuck him
down (2 Sam. 3). David was unnecessarily kind tpheoseth (2 Sam. 9) and
uncommonly patient with Shimei’s spiteful cursihgter David would pardon
those who rebelled against him during Absalom’siirection (2 Sam. 19:16-23).
Time after time David showed himself to be unlike sons of Zeruiah who lived
to hold grudges and settle scores. David knew lofergive. More than anyone
prior to Jesus, David loved his enemies. Like reoOIld Testament king, David
was willing to welcome rebels back to the fold averlook the sins of those whg
had opposed him.

But amazingly, David's kind-hearted attitude towaid enemies did not

translate into a soft attitude toward his own sisually, people who are soft witl

others are soft with themselves, and those haoedtemselves are even harder
others. But David was different. He was graciouthwthers and honest with hin
self. | believe David’s greatness was simply tfas:as much as he sinned he ne
failed to own up to his sin. | can’t find a singhstance where David was rightly
rebuked for his failings where he then failed tedhéhe rebuke. When Nathan cd
fronts David for his adultery and murder, Davideahe sees what Nathan is up
quickly laments;1 have sinned against the Lord(2 Sam. 12:13). When Joab
sends the woman of Tekoa to change David's minditahbsalom, he listens.
When Joab rebukes David for loving his treachesmrsmore than his loyal ser-
vants, David does what Joab tells him to do (2 S11-8). Joab was often wron
in his advice to David, but when he was right Dasaav it and changed course.
Likewise, after his foolish census, David’'s heamtick him and he confesséet,
have sinned greatly in what | have don(@Sam. 24:10).

David knew how to forgive, and he knew how to rdgen. He never blameg
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others for his mistakes. He did not make excussedan family history, peer

pressure, or the demands of leadership. He dids®passive language, referrin‘;




to his sin as a dysfunction or a growth edge. Hendit lament over his sins simpy
because of the negative effects they could havelige&ingdom and his relation
ships. He saw his transgressions primarily in theitical dimension, as an offengse
against almighty God (Psalm 51:4). He never ramftie light when it exposed

his darkness. Instead, he squinted hard, admitgehiquity and worked to make
things right. When we consider how rare it is im day for athletes, movie stars,
and politicians to candidly and clearly take resgbitity for their public sins, we

should be all the more amazed that the king oklseaguably the most famous

man in the history of God’s old covenant peoples Wwamble enough to listen to
the chastisement of those who were beneath hinclagdge accordingly.

David was a man after God’s own heart because teel Isin but loved to
forgive it. What better example of God could thee® God doesn’t just welcome
his enemies in, he dies in their stead (Rom. 5)6-H#& is always eager to show
mercy, always willing to give traitors a secondmte And yet, God is not soft g
sin. He exposes it and calls on us to extermirigthn 16:8-11; Col. 3:5). But of
course, God, unlike David, is never guilty of higrosin. God showed his conde
scension not by humbling himself before a needbdke, but by humbling him-
self to take on human flesh and take up a crost 5-8). David was great, but
not nearly as much as great David’s greater Son.

=)

Inmate Football

In the fall of 2008, there was an unusual high schoobfdbgame played
in Grapevine, Texas. The game was between GrapEsgitre Academy and
the Gainesville State School. Faith is a Chris-
tian school and Gainesville State School is
located within a maximum security cor-
rection facility.

Gainesville State School has
14 players. They play every
game on the road. Their record
was 0-8. They've only scored
twice. Their 14 players are
teenagers who have been
convicted of crimes ranging
from drugs to assault to rob-
bery. Most had families who
had disowned them. They
wore outdated, used shoulder
pads and helmets. Faith Academy was 7-2. They had 7érplail coaches,
and the latest equipment.
Chris Hogan, the head coach at Faith Academy, knewdire&ille team

would have no fans and it would be no contest, sodegtit, ‘What if half of
our fans and half of our cheerleaders, for one night only, cheerdtéd other



team? He sent out an email to the faithful asking themdaqgust that. Here’s
the message | want you to séridpgan wrote. You're just as valuable as any
other person on the planét.

Some folks were confused and thought he was nuts. One pkiye
“Coach, why are we doing thisFlogan said,
“Imagine you don't have a home life, no one to love you, no one gullin
for you. Imagine that everyone pretty much had given up on you. Now,
imagine what it would feel like and mean to you for hundreds of people
to suddenly believe in you.”

The idea took root. On the night of the game, imadieestirprise of those
14 players when they took the
field and there was a banner the
cheerleaders had made for them to
crash through. The visitors’ stands
were full. The cheerleaders were
leading cheers for them. The fans
were calling them by their names.
Isaiah, the quarterback-middle
linebacker said,
“I never in my life thought |
would hear parents cheering to
tackle and hit their kid. Most
of the time, when we come out,
people are afraid of us. You
can see it in their eyes, but
these people are yelling for us.
They knew our names.”

Faith won the game, and after
the game the teams gathered at the
50-yard line to pray. That's when
Isaiah, the teenage convict-
quarterback surprised everybody
and asked if he could pray and he prayed, “Lord, | dorotkwhat just hap-
pened so | don’t know how or who to say thank you to) hetzer knew there
were so many people in the world who cared about us.” ©wély back to the
bus, under guard, each one of the players was handedea, litigg, a coke,
candy, a Bible, and an encouraging letter from the pldy@rs Faith Academy

What an incredible act of Christian witness and kindaesisgoodness
that was. Proverbs 11:17 says,

“Your own soul is nourished when you are kind.”

Proverbs 3:27 says,
“Do not withhold good when it is in your power to act.”




