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1701 Valley Forge Road �  Valley Forge �  PA �  19481 

610-783-7417 �  610-783-5422 �  484-431-8463 �  www.vfbaptist.org 
Sunday Morning 

March 10, 2011 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
This Week:  
 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will be 

continuing the Book of Joshua in Chap-
ter 23! 

 10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Pastor Bill will 
preach on “Hindrances to Answered 
Prayer” (Part 8) 

 7:00 PM - Evening Service - We will continue our 
study of Psalm 9 

Tuesday:  - George Herbert, Hymn writer, Dies in  
1633. 

Wednesday:  - John Wesley, died 1791; Charles 
Wesley, died 1788; Renewers of the 
church 

 7:30 PM -  Prayer Meeting at the Church - Praying 
for Church Members and friends. 

Next Sunday:   
 9:30 AM - In Sunday School, Steve Diem will con-

tinue with his wonderful study of the 
Book of Joshua. 

 10:30 AM - We will enjoy communion together, re-
membering the Lord’s death together at 
His Table; as well as returning to our 
study of  Hindrances to Prayer - Part 8. 

 7:00 PM - Evening Service - We will have our 
March Ladies Aid Hymn Sing with Re-
freshments! 



Noah - 2010 Version...                           

In the  year 2010, the  Lord came unto Noah, who was now living  in Can-
ada,  and said:  

Once again the earth has  become wicked and over-populated, And I see  
the end of all flesh before  me.  Build another Ark and save 2 of  every living 

thing along with a few good  
humans.   
He gave Noah the  blueprints, 
saying: 
You have 6 months to  build 
the Ark before I will start The  
unending rain for 40 days and 
40  nights. 
Six  months later, the Lord 
looked down and saw Noah  
weeping in his yard - but  no 
Ark. 

Noah!  He roared, I'm about to start the rain! Where is  the Ark? 
Forgive me, Lord, begged Noah, but  things have changed.  I  needed a 

building permit.  I've  been arguing with the inspector about the need  for a 
sprinkler system. 

My  neighbors claim that I've violated the  neighborhood zoning laws by 
building the Ark in  my yard and exceeding the height limitations. We  had to 
go to the Development Appeal Board for a  decision. 

Then the  Department of Transportation demanded a bond be  posted for 
the future costs of moving power  lines and other overhead obstructions,  to  
clear the passage for the Ark 's move to the  sea.  

I told them that the sea would be  coming to us, but they would hear noth-
ing of  it. 

Getting the wood was another  problem. There's a ban on cutting local 
trees in  order to save the spotted owl.  I  tried to convince the environmental-
ists that I  needed the wood to save the owls - but no  go! 

When I  started gathering the animals, an animal rights  group sued me.  
They insisted that I was  confining wild animals against their  will. They ar-
gued the accommodations  were too restrictive,  and it was cruel and  inhu-
mane to put so many animals in a confined  space. 

Then the  EPA ruled that I couldn't build the Ark until  they'd conducted 
an environmental impact study  on your proposed flood.    

I'm  still trying to resolve a complaint with the  Human Rights Commis-
sion on how many minorities  I'm supposed to hire for my building  crew.  Im-
migration  are checking the status of most of the people  who want to work.  
The  trades unions say I can't use my sons. They  insist I have to hire only Un-
ion workers with  Ark-building experience.  To make  matters worse, they 



Brant Direct Link 
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Greetings from Howard and Jo-Ann Brant.  Our readers know that we are 
nestled in a rented house in Woodinville, WA which we just love. Surround-
ing us are towering pine trees that lets the sunlight in but shuts out the clatter 
and clamor of the outside world.  Our wood-burning stove and plenty of fire 
wood to keep us cozy 24/7 -- even on a cold night.    

Much of our time is taken up with a series of rapid fire visits with sup-
porting churches and prayer partners.  We’ve been up in Canada three times to 
see Howie’s mom.  In late January, she reached her 91st birthday and we put 
on a fancy dinner and reception for her.    

Our only downer to our time here has been horrible colds that went right 
down into our lungs.  It was pretty bad.  At one point Howie was wheezing 
terribly– sounding like a coffee pot when the last steam gurgles through. We 
asked our friends for advice -- and got a wide range of advice -- everything 
from rubbing Vicks on the soles of our feet to putting drops of eucalyptus oil 
in boiling water – and inhaling the fumes.  Somehow we both pulled through 
and were able to keep all our meetings in between.    

seized all my assets,  claiming I'm trying to leave the country  illegally with 
endangered  species. 

So,  forgive me, Lord, but it would take at least 10  years for me to finish 
this Ark. 

Suddenly the skies cleared, 
the  sun began to shine, and a 
rainbow stretched  across the 
sky. 

Noah  looked up in wonder 
and asked,  'You mean  you're 
not going to destroy the  world?'  

‘No,'  said the Lord. 
'The  government beat me 

to  it.' 
(An oldie, but seemed ap-

propriate given what’s going on around the country these days…) 



Our other major activity has been going through all our stored goods 
piece by piece.  Jo-Ann found plenty of broken dishes, long forgotten items 
and wonderful keepsakes.  Most precious to me was finding my father’s 
(Albert Brant’s) Bible.  He had written down dozens of quotes from his read-
ings or sermons.  He quoted C. T. Studd -- one of the “Cambridge Seven” who 
made their mark on world missions.  Studd would be considered radical in 
today’s world but at the time, he made sense. He was the founder of the World 
Evangelization Crusade (WEC).   

Here‘s what I found from C.T. Studd in my father’s Bible.  Studd speaks 
of his passion to….. 

“R aise living churches of souls among the destitute, to capture 
men from the devils clutches and to snatch them from the very 
jaws of hell, to enlist them and train them for Jesus and the make 
them into a mighty army for God.”   

He adds: “This can only happen by red-hot unconditional, unfettered, 
Holy Ghost religion where neither church nor State, neither man nor tradition 
are worshipped or preached, but only Christ and Him crucified.  To confess 
Christ -- NOT by pomp and show, but by reckless sacrifice and heroism in the 
front-most trench.  Some wish to live within the sound of church and chapel 
bell -- I want to run a rescue shop within a yard of hell!” 

It is this kind of passion that drives us as we think about our next assign-
ment back in Ethiopia among the Guragae people.  We are headed there at the 
end of June.   Pray that God will prepare the way before us.  We have real 
financial needs but our greater need is for people who will surround us with 
prayer and for God to both open the way for us to get our visa and get relo-
cated in a part of the world which we left 37 years ago. 

Thanks you for your prayers and support. 

Howie and Jo-Ann Brant 
Serving with SIM in Ethiopia 

SIM-USA: Box 7900 Charlotte NC 29214 
SIM-Ethiopia Box 127 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  

Notice Below: 
PS.  Starting very soon we want to begin sharing our adventure back to 

the Gurage people of South Western Ethiopia.  Our new Bulletin called “The 
Gurage Scuttlebutt” is reserved for those who want to hear the details of our 
challenges, experiences, successes and failures as we seek to re-enter this peo-
ple group in order to raise up Godly leaders among them.  If you want the 
inside story and want to follow the story blow by blow drop us a note at SIM-
Howie@gmail.com and we will add you to the group.  We will plan to send 
out Brant Direct Link as before with more generic in more periodic informa-
tion.  Howie – editor in chief for The Gurage Scuttlebutt.    
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Dear Friends, 

There is a lot happening with us 
these days. Lynda is at Jeremiah and 
Jess’s waiting for baby Brooklyn to be 
born!!  Jess is past due and the baby can 
come at any time. Pray for a safe deliv-
ery and that God will be seen.  

Mean while I am back home get-
ting ready for our Leadership Develop-
ment Conferences. On Saturday we 
have Mike Calhoun and his wife, Betsi 
speaking to over 130 + leaders. Then 
Mike will go to Brisbane for the second LDC and next Saturday we will finish 
off in Melbourne with our last LDC. 

Below are some prayer requests for you to take before the Lord. 
We will be holding four major events this year: 

· Leadership Development Conference – in three cities: Sydney - 
26 Feb, Brisbane – 28 Feb and Melbourne - 5 March  

· Kickoff Evangelistic event – 26 March 
· Godly Girl Teen Conference -  26 – 28 Aug 
· Sports Marathon Evangelistic Event – 19 Nov 

· We will be having two major Regional Events (in country NSW) 
· In May we will be having a week of Intouch Seminars (public 

high school ministry) and two Gym Jam evangelistic events in 
Tamworth, NSW.  

· We will be having a missions trip with a church youth group 
from Sydney that will be assisting a small country church in a 
Kids Club reach out.  

Along with these ministries we are teaching two different leadership train-
ing seminars:  Source One – The Process of Biblical Thinking and D4L – Dis-
ciplines for Life. 

· We will be ministering in the Sydney area with Intouch Seminars 
(public high school ministry). 

· I will continue teaching / preaching at youth groups and Sunday 
services. 

· I will be going to PNG to help with another health care trip, Lord
-willing! 

Pray the Jess as she gives birth to our next Grandbaby any day now.  Con-
tinue to pray for our monthly support needs. 

 
God Bless, 
Jim and Lynda Dugan 
I Thess.  5:25 Brethren,  pray for us.  



Four Great Doctrines to Keep Constantly In Mind… 
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“I feel that we all need more and more of the presence of the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts, to guide, to teach and to keep us sound in the faith. There are certain great 
truths, which, in a day like this [1874!], we are especially bound to keep in mind. I 
believe there are times and seasons in the Church of Christ when we are bound to 
tighten our hold upon certain great leading truths, to grasp them with more than ordi-
nary firmness in our hands, to press them to our hearts and not let them go.” 

#1: The Total Corruption of the Human Nature”. The corruption of human 
nature is no slight thing. It is no partial, skin-deep disease, but a radical and universal 
corruption of man’s will, intellect, affections, and conscience. We are not merely poor 
and pitiable sinners in God’s sight: we are guilty sinners; we are blameworthy sinners: 
we deserve justly God’s wrath and God’s condemnation. I believe there are very few 
errors and false doctrines of which the beginning may not be traced up to unsound 
views about the corruption of human nature. Wrong views of a disease will always 
bring with them wrong views of the remedy. Wrong views of the corruption of human 
nature will always carry with them wrong views of the grand treatment and cure of 
that corruption.” 

#2: The Inspiration and Authority of the Bible”.  Let us boldly maintain, in the 
face of all the opposition, that the whole of the Bible is given by inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, that all is inspired completely, not one part more than another, and that 
there is an entire gulf between the Word of God and any other book in the world. We 
need not be afraid of difficulties in the way of the doctrine of absolute inspiration. 
There may be many things about it far too high for us to comprehend: it is a miracle, 
and all miracles are necessarily mysterious. But if we are not to believe anything until 
we can entirely explain it, there are very few things indeed that we shall believe. We 
need not be afraid of all the assaults that criticism brings to bear upon the Bible. From 
the days of the apostles the Word of the Lord has been incessantly ‘tried,’ and has 
never failed to come forth as gold, uninjured and spotless.” 

#3: The Atonement and Priestly Office of Christ”. We must boldly maintain 
that the death of our Lord on the cross was no common death. It was not the death of 
one who died only as a martyr. It was not the death of one who only died to give us a 
mighty example of self-sacrifice and self-denial. The death of Christ was an offering 
up to God of Christ’s own body and blood, to make satisfaction for man’s sin and 
transgression. It was a sacrifice and appeasement; a sacrifice typified in every offering 
of the Mosaic law, a sacrifice of the mightiest influence on all mankind. Without the 
shedding of that blood there could not be, there never was to be, any remission of sin.” 

#4: The Work of God in the Holy Spirit”.  Let us settle it in our minds that His 
work is no uncertain invisible operation on the heart: and that where He is, He is not 
hidden, not unfelt, not unobserved. We do not believe that the dew, when it falls, can-
not be felt, or that where there is life in a man it cannot be seen and observed by his 
breath. So is it with the influence of the Holy Spirit. No man has any right to lay claim 
to it, except its fruits and its experimental effects can be seen in his life. Where He is, 
there will ever be a new creation, and a new man. Where He is, there will ever be new 
knowledge, new faith, new holiness, new fruits in the life, in the family, in the world, 
in the Church. And where these new things are not to be seen we may well say, with 
confidence, there is no work of the Holy Spirit.” 


