
����������	�



���������	
�����
��
����	���
1701 Valley Forge Road �  Valley Forge �  PA �  19481 

610-783-7417 �  610-783-5422 �  484-431-8463 �  www.vfbaptist.org 
Sunday Morning 

April 3, 2011 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
This Week:  
 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will be 

taking up the Book of Joshua in Chap-
ter 23 once again! 

 10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Pastor Bill will con-
tinue our Easter Series “The Journey 
of Tragedy and Triumph - #2 - The Man 
Who Missed His Cross”. 

 7:00 PM - We will enjoy our April Ladies Hymn 
Sing together with refreshments af-
ter... 

Wednesday: 7:30 PM -  Prayer Meeting at the Church - Praying 
for Church Members and friends. 

Saturday:  - Dietrich Bonheoffer, Theologian and 
Pastor is martyred by the Nazis in 
1945. 

 8:30 AM  -  Men’s Breakfast here at the Church. 
Next Sunday:   
 9:30 AM - In Sunday School, Steve Diem will 

continue with his wonderful and profit-
able study of the Book of Joshua. 

 10:30 AM - Pastor Bill will continue our Easter 
Series “The Journey of Tragedy and 
Triumph - #3 - Pastor Bill will continue 
our Easter Series “The Journey of 
Tragedy and Triumph - The Journey 
To The Cross” 

 7:00 PM - Evening Service - We will continue our 
pursuit of the Book of Psalms - Look-
ing at Psalm 10. 

We’ll be going as a church on April 13th - 
see Bob or Elaine Deger for details... 



Fukushima First Baptist Church 

A friend sent me a link to an interesting series of blog posts—posts 
written by Pastor Akira Sato, who is the pastor for the Fukushima First 
Baptist Church, near the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. The 

email included this poignant paragraph:  

“Yesterday (Friday, March 18) one member who has been with 
us since the disaster had received an order from his company and 
left for work in the nuclear plant. (He is a leader of the plumbing 
job). As the family of God, knowing the departing pains of his 
loved ones, in tears we dispatched the brother with prayers. He 
left here with the Lord. Beside him, there are others, our precious 
members, who have been working hard at the plant. O, Lord, 
please protect them with your almighty hand! I beg you, please! 
‘Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, ….that thine hand might 
be with me, and that wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not 
grieve me.’ (1 Chronicles 4:10)” 

Here are several other 
excerpts from the Pastor’s 
blogs: 

[March 13] This has been 
triple disasters. Because of the 
quake, some member’s houses 
were partially destroyed. I still 
haven’t been able to get in 
touch with the families who 
live near the beach. JR Tomi-
oka station has been washed 
away by the tsunami. The city 
was utterly destroyed. You 
have already heard of the accident of Fukushima first nuclear power plant. All 
the residents were forced to evacuate, and my church members had to get on a 
bus without any belongings and sent to schools and gyms separately. It’s been 
hard to find out how they are doing. I heard that there were not enough blan-
kets for everyone, and some couldn’t sleep all night because it was cold in the 
shelter. In some shelters, no water or food were distributed all day.  

I’m very concerned for Bro. Suenaga, a 95-year-old, who was in a hospital 
due to pneumonia was forced to leave the hospital to evacuate. There are also 
people who have broken bones, in need of dialysis, with little children or chil-
dren with disabilities. 

[March 14] We have contacted 150 church members and they are safe. 
Hallelujah! One sister told me that waves approached her but she was able to 
swim to safety. My eyes fill with tears as I call members from a pay phone - 
fifty or sixty still need to be contacted. 



[March 16] About a third of our 160 church members live close to the 
Fukushima power plant. They had to go through radiation checks, so we all 
gathered in the afternoon for a time of worship. I could hear people sobbing 
and saw that they had been through hardship. In the evening I went to a nearby 
hot spring. What a relief to have a soak after five days! People are so glad to 
find each other, which again led me to tears. Our nomad life has started. When 

I asked people whether they had 
any laundry, their reply was that 
there were no clothes to wash. 
All they have is what they are 
wearing. 
[March 18] The most miracu-
lous thing to me is that I never 
get asked questions like ‘Why 
did God allow this?’ or ‘I can’t 
believe in God. There is no 
God.’ From the 160 members I 
have been in touch with, all I 
hear are words like, ‘God is 
great. I want to trust Him as I 
walk with Him from now on.’ I 
marvel at the strength of their 
faith in the Lord. 

[March 19] Day 3 in Yo-
nezawa. I am grateful for the 
prayers and support of our 
brothers and sisters. People 
around me say they left home 

thinking they would only be gone for an hour or two. They literally have noth-
ing with them. Brothers and sisters are bringing us food and clothing from all 
over Japan. I feel like Elijah, sustained by God with food carried by a raven. 
Our group of 50 is kept well by kind donations. Many of us are tired, and go to 
see the doctor. I have had a fever. 

[March 21] We had a worship service yesterday, the first in two weeks. 
Yonezawa church let us use their musical instruments, PA and video equip-
ment. I cried, blaming the leader (the assistant pastor) who was also in tears! It 
seems that if you have to cry, you should do it without embarrassment. I will 
cry 50 years worth, or a life-time worth of tears.  

Living with fifty people, cooking, eating, and sleeping with them is out of 
the ordinary. It has been ten days now and I can’t even tell what is ordinary 
and what is not. I am trying to accept it and go with the flow. By doing so, I 
might be charging my battery for the days to come.  

Is. 42:3: ‘A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will 
not snuff out‘ May the Great Shepherd embrace this flock and carry them on 
His wings.  



Spanish Speaking World 
About 575 million people live in Latin America and since the year 2000, 

Internet usage there has grown over 1,000%. Statistics (from internetworld-
stats.com) say that 35% of people in Latin America use the Internet, compared 
to 28% in the rest of the world. Most schools in these countries do not have 
computer labs but teachers still assign research projects. Therefore, “Internet 
Cafes” have sprung up all across the big cities and even in small towns. Stu-
dents pay by the hour for their time on the Internet and spend hours searching 
out websites. This provides 
an opportunity for online 
ministries, where people can 
easily find Biblical answers 
to life’s questions and prob-
lems . Many a re seeking for 
answers since they live in 
countries with centuries of 
idolatry and ignorance of the 
Truth. 

Computers can Cross 
Borders 

With the computer, a new door of opportunity has opened for world-wide 
impact. My son-in-law, Scott, began to see the great potential for computer 
outreach eight years ago. At that time he launched CAM’s website called 
ObreroFiel, “Faithful Laborer,” especially reaching out to the Hispanic pastors, 
church leaders and teachers, with hundreds of Bible studies and teaching helps, 
that they could copy free of charge for their ministries. More recently another 
ministry called Global Media Outreach began an Internet website for evangel-
ism, reaching hundreds of thousands for Christ around the world. This ministry 
sends out the gospel message in 14 different languages. Soon they were over-
whelmed with thousands sending e-mails, asking for spiritual help. At the be-
ginning of 2010 they asked CAM’s Internet ministry to partner with them to 
help with answering the e-mails in Spanish. 

Global Media Outreach 
Since last fall I have been answering e-mails that GMO sends to me each 

day. These are mostly from Central or South America, and Mexico. The e-
mails indicate if they have prayed to receive the Lord for the first time or if 
they are re-dedicating their life to the Lord. An appropriate letter is returned, 
encouraging them in their decision and the need to begin a Bible study, giving 
them a choice of websites where they can begin to study. If they write back 
again, I encourage them with Scripture and answer questions. It was a blessing 



for me to correspond various times with a man from Bolivia who was devas-
tated at the loss of his wife and he was left with two young daughters. His 
heart-cry was to know if his wife had gone to heaven, so I had to probe to find 
out her background and found out that she was raised in an Evangelical church. 
Later I was able to obtain the e-mail and phone # of a pastor in his city who 
would better be able to help and visit him. 

The marvel of the computer is how they are able to keep record of the 
number of people who “visit” a website. The statistics say that during 2010, 
8,582,759 Spanish speakers viewed the GMO website. 1,459,477 made a pro-
fession of faith in Christ 
and were sent an e-mail by 
an “on-line missionary” 
like myself. It is marvelous 
how this is all coordinated, 
the correspondence sent 
back to the “right” mis-
sionary. Only a computer 
could do this. When I went 
to Guatemala over 45 
years ago, could I have 
ever imagined being in a 
ministry like this?!! God is 
good. He is faithful and is 
sustaining me. Thank you 
very much for your prayers and continue to pray for the GMO ministry 
and for all my computer work each day.�

Location in “The Valley” 
Most people associate “The Alamo” with San Antonio, and rightly so, 

being part of their history. However, the city of Alamo is 250 miles south of 
San Antonio. As you can see above, Alamo is part of a string of nine cities 
with a total population of more than 400,000, about 10 miles north of the 
Mexican border. This area of Texas is known as “The Valley,” with thousands 
of acres of farmland, raising a variety of vegetables, along with oranges and 
grapefruit. My Alamo address and phone # are below. 

 
Rejoicing in His service, 
1346 N. Cesar Chavez Rd. # 508 
Alamo, TX 78516 
Tel. (956) 781-4474 
e-mail: bkendal@caminternational.org 



Not As The World Gives... 

The story is told about a wounded soldier who was being taken to a 
hospital tent by some of his comrades. After they had carried him but a 
short distance, he urged them to put him down and go back to rescue 
someone else. As he was mortally wounded, he knew there was no hope 
for him anyway. 

Granting his request, they left him and returned to the combat area. 
In a few minutes, however, an officer stopped to ask him whether he 
could assist him in any way. The wounded soldier weakly replied, “No, 
thank you, sir. There’s nothing at all you can do.” “ But can’t I at least 
get some water to quench your thirst?” the officer inquired. The dying 
man again shook his head saying,  

“No, thank you, sir. There is one thing, however, you could 
do for me. In my knapsack you will find a New Testament. 
Please open it to John 14. Near the end of the chapter you 
will find a text beginning with the word `Peace.’ I would 
appreciate it if you would read just that one verse to me.”  

The officer found the passage and read these words,  

“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you; not as 
the world gives, give I unto you. Let not your heart be trou-

bled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27 

“Thank you, sir,” said the dying soldier. “I have that peace and I 
am going to the Savior who made that promise. God is with me, I want 
no more.” Shortly after that, the wounded man entered into the presence 
of his Lord. Because he had Christ, he had peace with God, and since 
he had learned to commit everything to His care, he also had the peace 
of God. Yes, in our joys and in our sorrows, in life’s sunshine, or in the 
“valley of the shadow,” we who are at peace with God can also know 
the peace of God! 

   
Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin? 
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within. 
Peace, perfect peace, with sorrows surging ‘round? 
On Jesus’ bosom naught but calm is found. 
   

~ E. H. Bickersteth 


