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This Week’s Schedule:

This Week:

9:15 AM
10:30 AM
7:00 PM
Monday:
Wednesday:
7:30 PM
Friday:
Next Sunday:
9:30 AM
10:30 AM
7:00 PM

Mikael Agricola, a Leader in the Refor-
mation in Sweden (Lutheran) dies of an
illness in 1557.

Sunday School - Steve Diem will be
taking up the Book of Joshua in Chap-
ter 23 once again!

Morning Worship - Pastor Bill will
preach the third message in our series
on the Journey of Tragedy & Triumph:
The Journey To The Cross

We will continue our study of Psalm 10
Jabez Deger’s Birthday.

Our Trip to Lancaster to see “Joseph”
together.

No Prayer Meeting this evening due to
the trip earlier in the day.

Tax Day!

In Sunday School, Steve Diem will con-
tinue with his wonderful study of the
Book of Joshua.

Pastor Bill will preach the fourth mes-
sage in our series on the Journey of
Tragedy & Triumph: The Darkest Day
In History.

Evening Service - We will continue our
pursuit of the Book of Psalms - Look-
ing at Psalm 12.



Dear Friends,

1.

We've had a fairly busy week after two slow ones!

Jane met with a single client in her twenties withdaller and a new-
born. She lives with her retired foster parents amdbgfriend helps
out as he can. He gets a few jobs now and thens&iseshe has at-
tended church, and believes herself to be saved. pdayed with her,
encouraging her to walk with the Lord.

Shannon met with a 17 year old who is living with beyfriend, their
infant, and another young man. Gospel was shared aneasheent
home with baby supplies and a Bible, tracts, and otfeehires. Shan-
non prayed with her. The client appears to be an w@veeliso please
pray she will read the materials and become convictéeragins and
need of the Savior in her life.

Single client in her late twenties met with Jen. I&sea newborn and
an older child. She believes in Jesus as her Lorcbamisr. Jen dis-
cussed with her the lifestyle she has been livinglih 2:1-4 as well as
Eph 2:8, 9) and encouraged her to not sin in this wayaddie client
recognized her sin, listened to The Good Test dvd, andakas to 1
Cor. 6 about her body being a temple. She listenediutiyrto all that
was said, but we are unsure if she will make anytiifes

changes. Please pray that she will be convicted wdeating materials
sent home with her and as she reflects back on ngecsation with
Jen.

Anne met with a single client in her twenties who juatihad a new-
born. She was not very talkative, but Anne did shage&abspel with
her. The client stated she attends church, but seenbedr&ying upon
good works for heaven. Read John 1:12 and Anne encouragexraer
-think if she had really prayed with understanding tmept Jesus as her
Savior. This client seemed open, so please praglieawill pray in
belief to the Lord.

Anne met with a 19 year old and had a discussion astighaHer preg-
nancy test once again was negative. She lives at hdiméev parents,
but the boyfriend is allowed to stay in her bedroome &tended a
Christian school, has bibles at home, but rarely rdaain.t She has
some understanding of the gospel but does not appear totoegtins
Jesus alone for salvation. Anne encouraged her to tdsgregarents



and to refrain from sex until married. Pray she wild¢he materials
sent home and commit to abstinence. In this instgpiease pray also
for the parents of this young woman.

6. | metwith a single 25 year old client we had seewiqusly that had
committed to making lifestyle changes several months &pe has
progressed well -- no male relationship and is enratieair local col-
lege! She again confirmed that she is focusing om.diné and her chil-
dren. Praise God!

7. Susan met with a Spanish only speaking client in need ofdogby
plies. Communication with her was extremely difficuit Bhe was sent
home with a Spanish bible and tracts.

8. Another Spanish speaking client met with Susan for sugdptié®r
baby. Through an interpreter, we discovered she has sBiagtk-
ground, but little spiritual counsel could occur. Plgass for both
these Spanish clients that Susan saw - that they walt bee
saved. Also please pray for a bilingual volunteer vehgaived that can
help with these clients!

9. Dell met with a client that had previously left oenter angry that we
wouldn't give her more donations. She came once again tiequesi-
ous baby supplies, but was much more pleasant! The gospshaesed
with her and they prayed together. Upon leaving the atiemipleted a
survey of her services here where she indicated we shonffldona-
tions to peoples' homes and give out larger quantitiesy fBr salvation
for this young woman and for her to appreciate what tid has done
for her and given to her.

Dell also met with our Muslim client that comes in fregefor assis-
tance. She listens politely to the gospel, but this tiemarked "That is not
what we believe." She had just returned from Egypt wheréwusband resides
most of the time. This is a very difficult situati@g please just pray that God
will soften her heart to the truth of the Scriptures.

Please pray for Gov. Chris Christie of NJ who has takeyusageous
stand in pulling the plug on all state funded dollars tarid Parenthood in
NJ. Praise God! Will our new governor in PA do thee2 Keep praying!

Don't forget: Thurs., Nov. 18 at Limerick Chapel at 7, prseminar on
freedom of speech in the public schools and universitfgsmu have a child or
grandchild in these situations, you need to be at thisiaemRSVP 610-970-
8089

Dianne Pomon, Director
Genesis Pregnancy Care Center

888 E. High St.

Pottstown, PA 19464

610-970-8089



How Did this Happen?

Why Same-Sex Marriage Makes Sense to So Many

Why does same-sex marriage make sense to so many p€bplefbmentum
toward the full legalization of same-sex marriagense to intensify with every passing
month — or even faster. The moral divide in this natiamis seen most clearly in the
distance between those for whom marriage is exclusivelydsetaial and thus a set-
tled issue and, on the other hand, those who honestly segaheson of same-sex
marriage as a moral mandate required by justice.

Given the venerable status of marriage, and its univgesthblished heterosexual
character — at least until very recently — the burden afraggt falls on the need to
explain how such a movement for a moral revolution gainedilsfigy, cultural mass,
and momentum. How did this happen?

A culture does not consist only of ideas and ideologiesadatlture exists with-
out them. Given the complexity of any culture, a comprehemsap of these ideas,
moral intuitions, and philosophies is impossible to créé¢eertheless, some patterns
are clear enough. We can trace the acceptance of sameasgiage to at least three
major ideas that have been shaping the modern mind fa o — and are held to
some extent by both social liberals and conservatives.

A Progressivist Understanding of History

One of the ideological engines of our social revolutsothe idea that history re-
veals a progressive liberation of peoples who have suftgneission. In this view of
history, one prejudice after another has fallen as we ¢t@we to terms with the de-
mands of justice. In the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, ‘the arc of the moral uni-
verse is long, but it bends toward justice.”

This perception is built, in turn, on the theologicaicpption that man is basically
good and will basically and inevitably pursue the good for ottesr. This perception
arose from out of the horrible reformulating of “Christigdeals and values that arose
out of the enlightenment and from the so-called great evatigera at the end of the
19" and through the beginning of the™@entury. At that time a very significant part of
the “church” abandoned the authority of the Scripture, therkdgierception of Who
God was and how He did things, and for our purposes, whavasand what he was
like. Men like Finney and others, and sadly many of teatgVethodist and Baptist
evangelists of that day, embraced a view of man thagtiospect, was profoundly
unBiblical and secular.

They viewed man as able, to one degree or anothesgorre to of his own ac-
cord, to the call of the Truth. He could reform Himshé#,just needed to the truth, then
he could form the resolve (with God’'s enablement surelio.make the changes neces-
sary. Preaching became less and less a matter tdipnog the character and nature
of God and warning them of wrath to come and more and nmoatar of proclaiming
what He could do for men and what they could have as a aéSshlvation”. Ulti-
mately, we've seen it become a declaration of Godisem that men act rightly to-
ward one another.

In other words, history reveals an inevitable, though taglydong, arc toward
justice and fairness. Over the course of history, innabhersuperstitions and preju-
dices have been discarded. Slavery, once considered assutidonomic necessity on
both sides of the Atlantic, was overcome in Western deami@s. Women demanded
and were granted the vote. The world of Jim Crow gawetwéhe world of racial inte-




gration and civil rights. The mentally disabled are no lopge away in asylums. The
Irish and Italians, once oppressed as the unwashed and udvwamtigrants of the
Gilded Age, have risen to prominence in every arerfaradrican life. America has
elected its first African-American President. Historyrohees on.

The movement to normalize homosexuality attached itsdfisadea of historical
progress, and for obvious reasons. This was a naturahevithble development, as
those who formed the strategy for this movement used thiepowerful tools at their
disposal. The Progressivist vision of history was tifi@réhe taking, and the gay rights
movement took it up with enthusiasm.

Americans are naturally drawn to this understanding of hiskoplays to our
belief that our generation is in some way morally supéoithe generations who pre-
ceded us. Liberals feast on this understanding of history anel itrthleir main argu-
ment in any number of debates. But conservatives are shapied bgirrative as well.
Conservatives accept the undeniable fact that histotly,|blg and short, tells a story
that we should celebrate at countless turns.

But the problem with the Progressivist understanding obiyiss that is cannot
stand alone. It cannot be the only narrative. There Haes tome means of identifying
what is truly a manifestation of oppression and what iruatste necessary for human
flourishing. If the only story we have is the narratidilzeration from oppression,
then, as Karl Marx understood, all that remains is an undttgppavolution that dis-
solves all bonds of relationship, kinship, tradition, amatahorder. Should children be
liberated from the authority of their parents? Shouldribpers be liberated from their
cells? Should human beings be liberated from the obligatibfasnily and kinship?

The Progressivist understanding of history must be checkaddnognition that
liberation from oppression is not the only true and compghiarrative. The affirma-
tion and preservation of moral obligations and commitsiamist be the companion
narrative. But, in order to understand why so many amorsgeisomething as morally
revolutionary and socially subversive as same-sex mart@age something to demand
and champion, consider the fact that many of our friends and nesgbdom same-sex
marriage as only the next logical step in overcomingugie¢ and discrimination. It is
the only story they know, and it is powerful.

A Radical Individualism

Paired with the Progressivist understanding of histoanission of individualism
that is virtually unprecedented in human experience. Amadfion of the importance
of the individual is written into the fabric of modern tight. Our understanding of
human rights, of individual liberty, and personal responsikaliycentral to the Ameri-
can self-consciousness. Add to this the fact that thefie therapeutic worldview
has recast human experience as a continuous project oflumaligelf-discovery and
self-definition.

But, if individualism was central to the American experieinom the beginning,
the current form of this idea is far more radical thesvious generations could imag-
ine. The current form of individualism includes the claimattwe can define ourselves
even in terms of gender and sex. This individualism hititan its reach, producing
what psychiatrist Robert Jay Lifton once described as trate¢® Man.” We demand
the total right to define ourselves.

Once again, we must recognize that the opponents of sacmasriage have also
been drinking heavily at the springs that feed this powatéa. Many conservatives
have bought into their own form of expressive individualistking refuge in the struc-
tures of social order only when convenient, bending madg<to our own individual-



istic demands, forfeiting moral obligations when thewyflict with our favorite project
— ourselves.

The control on the destructive force of expressive indivigimis the reality of
moral obligation and the goodness of true self-knowledg€histians know — and
must always remember — we are known before we ever ert@kmow. Our Creator
knew us before we even came to be, and he established dityidefore we came to
know ourselves. True happiness can come only by embracingnaittude the identity
we are given by the Creator. This idea — now reaching &vsex and gender — is
anathema to the modern mind.

The Claim of Moral Autonomy

Throughout most of human history, moral principles wereslered to be
objectively true and inviolate. The universe was undetsto be ruled by a
moral law established by a divine Lawgiver and Judge. Uin@érstanding has
given way to the belief that most, if not all, mgpahciples are the products of
social construction — we make them up as we go along.

While most criticisms of moral relativism are dired at individual con-
duct, on the larger scale the entire society is ingrghsconvinced that moral
principles must give way to new understandings, findiagd,insights. When
this idea is added to the Progressivist understandingtirhiand the racial
form of modern individualism, we have a recipe for morabhaion.

And, as with the other ideological factors we have ictemed, this one is
also affirmed, to some degree, by both liberals andesoatives. There can be
no doubt that some understandings of moral principle weleed shaped by
prejudice and ignorance, leading to great human suffdrawgs against inter-
racial marriage were prime examples of this prejudiog tla@re are many oth-
ers. Fear of minorities, including homosexuals, hasdestapegoating and
hatred, cloaked in the language of moral rectitude. Tin@sgst must give way
to moral progress, and be denounced with moral fervor.

But, once again, not all moral principles are exampieppression. To
the contrary, human life is only possible within tloatext of enduring moral
laws and principles that liberate all human beingbéd true humanity. This
is where those who support same-sex marriage and thosepphbse it face
each other across a huge gulf of understanding. Once sgla se#al man-
date to liberate marriage from its heterosexual linomatThe other side sees
natural marriage as a liberating God-given institutiorhfonan flourishing.
There is precious little share ground in this debate.

Same-sex marriage is not an idea that emerged from a vacherpro-
ject of normalizing homosexuality has deep roots andadéezal momentum.
The elites, the entertainment culture, the news medibthee educational es-
tablishment celebrate all three of these ideas asaténtthe modern experi-
ence and as ideological propulsion into a better future.

So, when we wonder how it came to be that so many gm®mow favor
same-sex marriage, we must remember that, to some exgmbther, virtu-
ally all of us have embraced the ideas that make suaira nevolution think-
able. And ideas, as Richard Weaver famously reminddthws, consequences.



