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This Week’s Schedule:
This Week:

7:00 AM
8:15 AM
9:15 AM

10:30 AM

7:00 PM
Monday:
Wednesday:

7:30 PM
Next Sunday:

9:30 AM

10:30 AM
7:00 PM

“SonRise” Service here at the Church
Easter Breakfast together downstairs.
Sunday School - Steve Diem will be tak-
ing up the Book of Joshua in Chapter 23
once again!

Morning Worship - Pastor Bill will prea
the last message of our series “Journey
of Tragedy & Triumph” - “The Miracle of
Easter” from John 19.

No Service tonight - enjoy being with yo
families...

The traditional day set aside to honor t
Apostle Mark.
Administrative Professional’s Day!
Prayer Meeting at the Church - Praying
for Church Members and friends.

In Sunday School, Steve Diem will con-
tinue with his wonderful study of the
Book of Joshua.

We will enjoy communion together, re-
membering the Lord’s death together at
His Table; Pastor Farrow will preach on
“The Relevance of the Resurrection”
Evening Service - We will have our last
Ladies Aid Hymn Sing of the year - the
men will be running the service.
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More Than Amazing

You're the one who walked on water
And You calmed the raging seas
You command the highest mountains

To fall upon their knees
You're the one who welcomed sinners
And You opened blinded eyes
You restored the brokenhearted
And You brought the dead to life
Forgetting all our sins
You remember all Your promises

You are amazing
More than amazing
Forever our God
You're more than enough
You are amazing

With authority You've spoken

And You've set the captive free

You're the King who came to serve
And You're the God who washed our feet
You're the one who took our burdens

And You bled upon the cross

In your kindness and Your mercy
You became the way for us

Forgetting all our sins
You remember all Your promises

You are amazing
More than amazing
Forever our God
You're more than enough
You are amazing
More than amazing
Forever our God
You're more than enough



Oh how marvelous
Oh how wonderful
Oh how glorious
You are amazing
Oh how marvelous
Oh how wonderful
Oh how glorious You are

You are amazing
More than amazing
Forever our God
You're more than enough

The Glory of God is Primary

“In this system of theology [the doc-
trines of grace], the glory of God is
central. As every planet revolves
around the blazing sun, every truth of
sovereign grace rotates around this
one fixed point — the glory of God.
The unrivaled pre-eminence of God
stands at the focal point of this theo-
logical universe. That God is to be the
chief object of praise in the display of
His grace is what energized this solar
system of truth. As the compass al-
ways points north, so the doctrines of
grace constantly point upward the
lofty heights of the glory of God.” —
(Steve Lawson, Foundations of Grace,
A Long Line of Godly Men, Volume 1,
page 31).

| believe the second generation of Protestant
Reformers really understood this truth and
that is why they went as far as they did in the
Synod of Dordt to respond to the Remon-
strants by calling Arminianism heresy — be-
cause they saw it as the first steps on the
road that leads to Rome and away from the
“true north” of giving glory only to God for
salvation.



Jimw and Lynda Dugan
Brethwen, Pray for us:
I Thess: 5:25

Rejoice! Chwist owr Lovd is risen! During this
Eauster season, may God comfort yow with the
blessed hope of spending eternity with Him because
of Hiy death, buriad;, and resurvection. (I
Corinthions 15:3-4)

Thank yow for your faithful prayyer support for our
variouws ministries. God has blessed greatly! Please
pray for a week of school seminars and two-Gymwv
Jams inv Tamworthv during the first week of Mavy
and for a regional Reach Out ministry in July withs
a chuwrch youthv group from Sydney to-av chuwchy v
Tanmworth. Also; there will be more opportunities of
public school seminary inthe coming months:

Just For Steve!



Wings Memory Book

It's hard to believe but Wings of Eagles is 30 yearshatdyear! Who
would have thought all those years ago we'd still berat@nd very active...I
haven't always been too sure myself, lol. But, our aslkept this 73 year old
Founder going, and these last few years He has providedtima good “right
arm” in Sara Vincelli.

Many, probably most of you that receive this letterehlbgen involved
with Wings all or most of that time You certainly havemories, hopefully
good ones, of events you were or are involved in withThat's what I'd like
to talk to you about.

I'd like to make up a memory book,
but not memories from my perspec-
tive...from yours! Now be kind...your let-
ter can be any length, contain one or many
incidents. | hope with your memories and
mine to assemble a fairly complete written
history. | have a good-sized photo album,
with pictures from the beginning in Pit-
man to the present. | have a DVD presen-
tation, mainly from the photos in the al-
bum. My friend Jane Pedrick put it together for mel &ided music. It's a
pretty nice representation of our work over the ydaboslieve with the addi-
tion of your written and personal observances Wingsstminstory will be
complete.

Most of us know prison ministry in general isn't held erywhigh esteem,
especially in the church. It's my desire to use theserials to do what | can
to change that. Visiting prisoners is one of the femgh Jesus specifically
instructed the church to do in Matthew 25. Prayerfullycese put a more
positive "spin” on what quality, Bible-based ministryarg "the least of these
my brethren" can accomplish for God's Glory.

I'll look forward to hearing from you soon. Below isetinfo you need to
your input to me, and thank you for helping me with thigemt.

Eagleone4@comcast.net
Fax:856-691-0913
Wings of Eagles Ministries, Inc.
1704 Oak Street
Newfield, NJ 08344



Throwing the Bible Under the Bus

Giberson and Caollins reveal their true understanding of
biblical inspiration when they locate it, not in the austgy of
the text at all, but in the modern act of reading the tex

In his 1996 novel, In the Beauty of the Lilies, John Updike
told of the Reverend Clarence Arthur Wilmot, the fictional
pastor of New York’s Fourth Presbyterian Church, who stppe
believing in God one day in 1910. On that day, the Rev. Wilmo
“felt the last particles of his faith leave him,” Updikeote.

Rev. Wilmot's crisis of faith was rooted in his lasfscon-
fidence in the Bible as the revealed Word of God. Theénite
of liberal critics of the Bible had reached him evereatisary
years before, and now he saw the Scriptures as just another
human book. In Updike’s words, the Scriptures were “one more
human volume, more curious and conglomerate than most, bubtkesf men—of
Jews in dirty sheepskins, rotten-toothed desert tribesvitereyes rolled heavenward,
men like flies on flypaper caught fast in a historic timeong the myths and concep-
tions belonging to the childhood of mankind.”

Updike’s brilliant and accurate depiction of the liberal apph to the Bible re-
mains shocking. The Higher Critics, as the liberal sckalare then known, did indeed
see the authors of the Old Testament as “rotten-toottsstdebesmen” who could not
see beyond “myths and conceptions belonging to the childhoodrdina.”

Well, the Reverend Clarence Arthur Wilmot was fictigrmlt Dr. Karl W. Giber-
son is not. Giberson is not a pastor, but a profesdeasiern Nazarene College near
Boston. He is also a scientist involved with the BioLogosndation, a group commit-
ted to the defense and promaotion of theistic evolution.

Just recently, Professor Giberson wrote an article fndadist CNN's Belief Blog.
In the article, Giberson claims that Jesus would believedluton, and that the rest of
us should accept evolution as well. In the process of médkéngrgument, Giberson
castigates those who hold to a literal interpretationenfeSis for forcing the biblical
text to be read as “a modern account of origins.” Ins@dzkrson asserts, Genesis is “a
story that began as an oral tradition for a wanderibg of Jews thousands of years
ago.”

Sound familiar? Giberson went on to argue: “While Genesitagts wonderful
insights into the relationship between God and the creatisimply does not contain
scientific ideas about the origin of the universe, tie@f the earth or the development
of life.”

So, according to Professor Giberson, Genesis contamsd®vful insights,” but no
authoritative revelation of how God made the universe. Btligehe believes that the
Bible is not making a claim to historical truth wheteits of the creation and function
of Adam and Eve. “We now know that the human race begaiomsilbf years ago in
Africa — not thousands of years ago in the Middle Eaghestory in Genesis sug-
gests,” Giberson insists.

In making his case, Giberson uses the old argument that Ggi/bahumanity
two books of revelation — the Bible and the created ofigs is one of Giberson’s
most frequently offered arguments. It is a theologidadibastrous argument in his



hands, for he allows modern naturalistic science to sldmeBible, God’s written
revelation. In another article published last year, Gitresaid, “I am happy to concede
that science does indeed trump religious truth about the hatontd.”

Later, he stated even more directly that “science thale®d trump revealed truth
about the world.”

In other words, he throws the Bible under the bus. In landuagetingly reminis-
cent of Reverend Clarence Arthur Wilmot, Professor Giliedescribes the human
authors of the Old Testament as “ancient and uncomprehesxctibgs.”

In his new book, The Language of Science and Faith, writténR&éncis S.
Collins, readers will find this strange paragraph:

Biblical interpretation falls short without an understandififiblical inspiration,
of course, as we do not suggest that the Bible is siemher book to be interpreted.
But we do a great disservice to the concept and powssgifation when we reduce it
to mere factual accuracy, as though God’s role werengthbre than a divine fact
checker, preventing the biblical authors from making mistakefead and lifeless text,
like the phone book, can be factually accurate. Theratsmn of the Bible is dynamic
and emerges through engagement with readers.

That paragraph is, quite simply, one of the most ridicsikiatements concerning
the Bible one might ever imagine. Who has ever arguedttbalivine inspiration of
the Bible is reduced to “mere factual accuracy”? Gibessdismissive language about
God as “nothing more than a divine fact checker” is sheesense. Who has ever
made such a proposal?

The conclusion of the paragraph is an embarrassing non setjugyratently
untrue that only a “dead and lifeless text, like a phone bookbedactually accurate.
Giberson and Collins reveal their true understanding of biiispiration when they
locate it, not in the authorship of the text at all, inithe modern act of reading the text.

As they make their argument for theistic evolution, Gibarand Collins embrace
a form of Open Theism and argue, quite consistently wighraents common to
BioLogos, against the historicity of Adam and Eve.

They end the book with their own version of “The Grand Niaeaif Creation.”
This is their climactic conclusion of the narrative:

Eventually, the most advanced of the life forms on the planenan beings, be-
come deeply religious. Throughout the history of our speciésf elGod or gods has
been close to universal. Abstractions like right and wrtdmgmeaning of life, the
where everything came from have become critically impodaestions. The religious
impulse developed into one of the deepest aspects of myplicated understanding of
ourselves.

They conclude: “And God saw that it was good.”

Here is their own rendering of what it looks like when‘tBeok of Nature”
trumps the Bible. Just compare their “Grand Narrative€reftion” with Genesis.

Then again, Karl Giberson believes that the human auth@sresis were
“ancient and uncomprehending scribes” and that Genesis “lasgamoral tradition for
a wandering tribe of Jews thousands of years ago.”

That sounds strangely like John Updike’s description of “Jewlgty sheepskins,
rotten-toothed desert tribesmen” caught in “myths and goioces belonging to the
childhood of mankind.”

This is what is left, when the Bible is thrown underthhe.






Men of Easter: John

John was the man that stayed and being with Jesus changed his life. Many
men wanted to follow Jesus until the Teacher said some hard things. Jesus de-
manded people think, but most men just wanted Him to provide bread and edutal
ment.

John saw people look for easy answers and miss Jesus.

A few men were intrigued with Jesus, but balked at giving up their stuff. Jesu
saw one such man, but Bible readers never learn this young man’s name, becau
he passed on making it into the New Testament in order to keep his local wealth
and fame. Judas made money by following Jesus, but lost his soul.

John saw friends love money and fame and miss History and Love Incarnate

Three men were part of Jesus’ inner circle, but when things did not go well, &
but one man ran away. These two had given up everything for Jesus, but could n
give up their fears or their disappointments. Sacred blood was shed and they wel
in hiding with nothing to tell of Good Friday, but their failures.

John saw Peter and James run
and miss the Cross. Only one man
followed Jesus all the way to the
Cross: John.

What did John gain? He
stood at the foot of the Cross and
Jesus gave him a job. The woman
who first said “yes” to the Word
of God was placed in his care.
John was the friend that Jesus
could trust with His mother, be-
cause John stayed.

Jesus had been followed by many men, by a few, by three, and now only by
one man. The women were there, but only John was faithful amongst the men.

This is not strange to any Christian alive today. The hard times in a Church
will often see a few women and one man standing ready to do their final daty. T
many men have chosen simple mindedness, money, practicality, or theiofears
stay.

Staying the course sounds easy, but only John succeeded. Why?

John was a “son of thunder” in his early days. He was brave and only a brav
man can succeed. He would become known as “the theologian. Only a man who
wanted real answers could look at the Cross standing next to the mottoet. of G
Fundamentally, John became the apostle of Love, because John was a true frien
Jesus. Where others saw a miracle worker or a sage, John saw a thariswvor
highest devotion.

John loved his friend and because of that love, saw his God.
Courage, Wisdom & Love.
God grant us those wonderful gifts...



The Cross is Not Proof of Our Worth But of God’s Grace

By Pastor Mike Ratliff

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lifhigpeyes to
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to nie; a s
ner!’ (Luke 18:13 ESV)

In our day it is not unusual to hear a man-centered veo$ittie Gospel message
that has everything turned around backward and is presentachia svay that is meant
to appeal emotionally to unbelievers with a statement asiciChrist’s crucifixion is
proof of our worth to God!The appeal is meant to show that if Christ was williogo
to Cross to save sinners like us then that proves waf aedue to God. | have even
heard one version of this that says that Jesus wouldgagrecto that Cross even if it
was for just one unrepentant sinner. Is that found anywh&edrs Word? | have
never found it. Instead, what | see clearly presented ihénat all of us are undeserv-
ing sinners and even dead (Ephesians 2:1-3). Until God regeders, we are spiritual
corpses, that is, without spiritual life. Therefore, gréwt is not all grace is no grace.
Grace that saves means that God has done everything; ieldendiodo everything,
then it is not grace.

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, st ttteone may
boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV)

For by grace you have saved through faith. And this not of yousséive
is God's gift; not of works, lest anyone should boast. (my paft@ms-
lation of Ephesians 2:8-9 from the NA27 Greek text.)

The phrase, “And this not of yourselves, it is God’s gif@hslates, ”

-" Many want to debate that this is God’s gift and péit o
is not. Some want the grace and the salvation to come@ud, but the faith to come
from us. Let’s look at this passage with that reasoninggbéine mind God gave us my
brethren. In the first part of v8 Paul sums it up by sayiagjwe are saved () by
grace () through faith ( ). No one argues that. Would Paul then repeat the
same thing by saying “grace is a gift of God,” or “sailen is a gift of God"? We don’t
do that in English or any other language so why would Paulai® Therefore, he is
also making the point that faith is a gift () of God as well.

Paul tells us here that God makes our salvation argifnat of a works whereby
we do something to earn it so that no one may boast. Gedlgthe glory through the
salvation of those whom He saves.

Now think back to the those horrible sermons we talked aaoliér that try to
manipulate people to make a decision for Christ usingiemand trying to show how
important we are to God, et cetera. No my brethren, nbeli®ves the Gospel and is
saved or even responds to it until God gives them the ptweegift of faith, to believe.

This faith must be from God, for if we say that faitloiurselves, then faith be-
comes a human work, as in partaking of a sacrament otjeistg'a good person.”
Faith does not determine salvation; grace determinestisl. God has done it all.
John MacArthur has said, “When we accept the finished wo@hakt on our behalf,
we act by the faith supplied by God's grace.”

Our faith comes as a gift from God's grace. Soli Béaira!



