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This Week’s Schedule:  
This Week:  
  - The traditional date for the remembrance 

of the Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will be tak-
ing up the Book of Joshua in Chapter 23 
once again! 

 10:30 AM - Morning Worship - member our Lord’s 
death together at his table and Pastor 
Farrow will preach from Job 10. 

 7:00 PM - Our March Ladies Aide Hymn Sing! 
Monday:  - Perpetua and Felicity and their compan-

ions are martyred at Carthage in 202. 
Wednesday:  - “Ash” Wednesday - the Introduction of  

the traditional Lenten Season. 
 7:30 PM -  Prayer Meeting at the Church - Praying 

for Church Members and friends. 
Saturday: 8:00 AM  -  Men’s Breakfast 
Next Sunday:   
 9:30 AM - In Sunday School, Steve Diem will con-

tinue with his wonderful study of the 
Book of Joshua. 

 10:30 AM - Pastor Farrow will be continuing our 
brief series leading up to the Easter Sea-
son. 

 7:00 PM - Evening Service - We will continue our 
pursuit of the Book of Psalms - Looking 
at Psalm 8. 

What did Jesus (not) say about... the eternal 
destination of most people? 

"Barring something  
extraordinary, odds are 

most people will end up in 
Heaven. Nothing to get 

worked up about." 
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A graphic artist has been at work!  Thank you Rob Larsen!  The plants on 
either side are “enset” plants unique to Africa and Asia and a staple in Gurage. 
The Gurage are called the “enset cul-
ture” because they depend on this 
plant (the size of a banana plant).  It 
is their staple food, umbrella, rope, 
sleeping mats, food for the cattle, and 
they even claim medicinal benefits!  
The Bible school is represented with 
the cross and open Bible. I like the 
slogan – “Discipling for the Future.” 
Any suggested improvements? Bring 
them on! 

Historically, the “scuttlebutt” 
was a cask of fresh water on a ship 
with a faucet in it.  Sailors came to 
get a drink and the scuttlebutt became 
the place where all kinds of important 
and chit-chat, rumor or even gossip 
was shared.  We want this bulletin to 
give the inside story of what God is 
doing among the Gurage people of SW Ethiopia.  We will tell it like it is.  You 
will hear the ups and downs, the successes and the failures.  But in so doing, 
we hope you will come to love the Gurage and stand in wonder as you see the 
way God leads.  So “scuttlebutt” it is.   

Somebody asked:. “Will you primarily educate through the new Bible 
school, and plant churches? “  Yes, that’s the vision, and here’s the scuttlebutt. 

Gurage’s report about 15,000 believers, out of 2 million population (2007 
census).  Almost all pastors and evangelists that work among the Gurage, how-
ever, are from outside tribes. The Gurage need their own leaders – but few 
have been trained.  That is why they are opening this Bible School.  Our offi-
cial role will be to teach in the school.  Our unofficial goal, however, is to find 
key men and women with leadership potential who we can disciple…pouring 
our lives, values, and passions into them.   

Another goal is to use the Gurage Bible School students as a resource to 
reach out to the   million Gurage who live outside the tribal area in cities all 
over Ethiopia.  There are 500,000 living in the capital city, Addis Ababa.  Most 
of them are unbelievers.  The students from the Gurage Bible School will be 
taught how to reach out to the 50% working outside their home area with a 

Gurage 
Tribal 
Area 



vision to start worship 
centers among them. 

We are dreaming of 
yet another goal which 
would be to link congre-
gations from the Western 
World to the Gurage 
churches – and have a 
Western Church adopt a 
Gurage church.  Why 
not?  It would strengthen 
both sides.  Could we and 
you become the links and 
bring blessing to both congregations?  Stay tuned.  You will hear more about 
this.  

· Update 1. We are still on schedule to leave for Gurage the end of June 
2001. 

· Update 2. Funding for our 4-wheel drive vehicle and teacher housing 
are at about 45%.   

 

Howard Brant – Editor and Chief of the Gurage Scuttlebutt (and Jo-Ann too) 

The One Truly Humbled… 
Whoever has been truly humbled 

will not be easily angry, nor harsh or 
critical of others.  He will be compas-
sionate and tender to the infirmities 
of his fellow-sinners, knowing that if 
there is a difference – it is grace 
alone which has made it!  He knows 
that he has the seeds of every evil in 
his own heart.  And under all trials 
and afflictions he will look to the 
hand of the Lord, and lay his mouth 
in the dust, acknowledging that he suffers much less than his in-
iquities have deserved. 

 
John Newton 
1725 – 1807 



1. I received another phone call from a grandmother who is distraught 
over her granddaughter's pregnancy and behavior in general.  The girl 
refuses to come in to see us but we have advised the grandmother on 
several occasions.  Please pray for her and the granddaughter who is 
16 and refuses help. 

2. Another grandmother came in this week seeking assistance with baby 
items.  Her pregnant daughter is currently in jail, so she is caring 
for her 3 year old and will take the newborn as well.  There is some 
talk of placing the infant for adoption.  Shannon shared Phil 4:13 with 
her and discussed what it meant to have Christ's strength.  Also dis-
cussed good works with her.  Please pray they seriously consider plac-
ing this child for adoption in a good Christian home. 

3. Jane met with a single client in her thirties that came in for baby sup-
plies.  She is faithfully attending a church and caring for her two chil-
dren.  Jane discussed the wondrous creation and read from the Daily 
Bread an article on that subject.  She was unable to stay long but was 
encouraged to return to watch a dvd and discuss it later.  
 Please pray she will return so that we can discuss spiritual issues 
with her.  

4. Dell met with a grandmother that has custody of an infant that is her 
daughter's, a crack cocaine addict.  This baby had been abandoned in 
a crack house in Reading a couple months ago.  She also has custody 
of a child that is not quite 2 years old.  Please pray for this woman 
that she can meet the needs of these two children.  We were able 
again to assist her with some baby items.  She has a sister that calls 
her often that is born again.  Pray for her salvation as well.  She has 
heard the gospel from us several times. 

5. I met with a married Christian woman who just had a newborn.  "We 
prayed for this baby" was one of her first comments. Her husband just 
got laid off and she is on maternity leave.  We were happy to help her 
with some formula and other baby needs.  They attend a church regu-
larly and are praising the Lord for this little one! 

 
Dianne Pomon, Director  
Genesis Pregnancy Care Center  



Jesus’ Least Popular Promise 

Followers of Christ want to be like 
Christ. 

And Jesus promised that if you want 
to be like him, you will be treated and 
viewed as he was. 

It occurred to me recently that there 
may be an implicit premise in some 
forms of Christian cultural engagement 
that believes we can do an end-run 
around this clear promise of Jesus: 

“You will be hated by all for my 
name’s sake. A disciple is not 

above his teacher, nor a servant 
above his master. If they have 
called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will 

they malign those of his household.” (Matt. 10:22, 24-25) 

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated 
you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its 

own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of 
the world, therefore the world hates you.” (John 15:18-19) 

By God’s grace we will win some to Christ. Some who are both “in” and 
“of” the world will be called by Christ to remain “in” but “not of”—to be 
transformed and not conformed to the world. We seek to be salt and light so 
that some who are worldly will become those of whom the world is not wor-
thy. But I don’t see a way around Jesus’ promise that at the end of the day, 
being hated is part of what it means to follow and look like Jesus. 

John Piper’s recently said, considering 1 John 3:1:  

“If the world rejected Jesus, the perfect manifestation of love, 
then there are times it will reject us, precisely because our mes-
sage and manner are getting close to Christ’s.” 



Four Great Doctrines To Always Keep In Mind! 
����������

“I feel that we all need more and more of the presence of the Holy Spirit in our 
hearts, to guide, to teach and to keep us sound in the faith. There are certain 
great truths, which, in a day like this [1874!], we are especially bound to keep 
in mind. I believe there are times and seasons in the Church of Christ when we 
are bound to tighten our hold upon certain great leading truths, to grasp them 
with more than ordinary firmness in our hands, to press them to our hearts and 
not let them go.” 

#1: The Total Corruption of the Human Nature 
“The corruption of human nature is no slight thing. It is no partial, skin-deep dis-

ease, but a radical and universal corruption of man’s will, intellect, affections, and 
conscience. We are not merely poor and pitiable sinners in God’s sight: we are guilty 
sinners; we are blameworthy sinners: we deserve justly God’s wrath and God’s con-
demnation. I believe there are very few errors and false doctrines of which the begin-
ning may not be traced up to unsound views about the corruption of human nature. 
Wrong views of a disease will always bring with them wrong views of the remedy. 
Wrong views of the corruption of human nature will always carry with them wrong 
views of the grand treatment and cure of that corruption.” 

#2: The Inspiration and Authority of the Bible 
“Let us boldly maintain, in the face of all the opposition, that the whole of the 

Bible is given by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, that all is inspired completely, not one 
part more than another, and that there is an entire gulf between the Word of God and 
any other book in the world. We need not be afraid of difficulties in the way of the 
doctrine of absolute inspiration. There may be many things about it far too high for us 
to comprehend: it is a miracle, and all miracles are necessarily mysterious. But if we 
are not to believe anything until we can entirely explain it, there are very few things 
indeed that we shall believe. We need not be afraid of all the assaults that criticism 
brings to bear upon the Bible. From the days of the Apostles the Word of the Lord has 
been incessantly ‘tried,’ and has not failed to come forth uninjured & spotless.” 

#3: The Atonement and Priestly Office of Christ 
“We must boldly maintain that the death of our Lord on the cross was no common 

death. It was not the death of one who died only as a martyr. It was not the death of 
one who only died to give us a mighty example of self-sacrifice and self-denial. The 
death of Christ was an offering up to God of Christ’s own body and blood, to make 
satisfaction for man’s sin and transgression. It was a sacrifice and appeasement; a sac-
rifice typified in every offering of the Mosaic law, a sacrifice of the mightiest influence 
on all mankind. Without the shedding of that blood there could not be, there never was 
to be, any remission of sin.” 

#4: The Work of God in the Holy Spirit 
“Let us settle it in our minds that His work is no uncertain invisible operation on 

the heart: and that where He is, He is not hidden, not unfelt, not unobserved. We do not 
believe that the dew, when it falls, cannot be felt, or that where there is life in a man it 
cannot be seen and observed by his breath. So is it with the influence of the Holy 
Spirit. No man has any right to lay claim to it, except its fruits and its experimental 
effects can be seen in his life. Where He is, there will ever be a new creation, and a 
new man. Where He is, there will ever be new knowledge, new faith, new holiness, 
new fruits in the life, in the family, in the world, in the Church. And where these new 
things are not to be seen we may well say, with confidence, there is no work of the 
Holy Spirit.” 


