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This Week’s Schedule:  
This Week:  
 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will be 

taking up the Book of Joshua in 
Chapter 23 once again! 

 10:30 AM - Morning Worship -  
 7:00 PM - We will continue our study of Psalm 

8 & 9 
Tuesday:  - Ladies Missionary Circle 
Wednesday: 7:30 PM -  Prayer Meeting at the Church - Pray-

ing for Missionaries and friends. 
Thursday:  - Saint Patrick’s Day 
Next Sunday:   
 9:30 AM - In Sunday School, Steve Diem will 

continue with his wonderful study of 
the Book of Joshua. 

 10:30 AM - Pastor Bill will begin an Easter ori-
ented series. 

 7:00 PM - Evening Service - We will continue 
our pursuit of the Book of Psalms - 
Looking at Psalm 8 & 9. 

Government Job... 
Two guys were working for city 

public works department. One would dig 
a hole and the other would follow behind 
him and fill the hole in. They worked up 
one side of the street, then down the 
other, then moved on to the next street, 
working furiously all day without rest, 
one man digging a hole, the other filling 
it in again. 

An onlooker was amazed at their 
hard work, but couldn't understand what 
they were doing. So he asked the hole 
digger, "I'm impressed by the effort you 
two are putting in to your work, but I don't get it -- why do you dig a hole, 
only to have your partner follow behind and fill it up again?" 

The hole digger wiped his brow and sighed, "Well, I suppose it probably 
looks odd because we're normally a three-person team. But today the guy who 
plants the trees called in sick."  



Love And Grace 

Yesterday, December 19th, I saw what was one of the greatest quarters of football 
maybe ever played. In the last quarter, the Philadelphia Eagles scored four touchdowns 
in a little over seven minutes. (For those of you who don't know much about football, 
that is amazing!) What's more, they were not just four ordinary touchdowns, but some 
of the most exciting ones I've seen that happened because of trickery or some incredibly 
long runs. If you tried to tell someone about it who hadn't seen the game, they wouldn't 
believe it. 

One of the most outstanding players in this game was the quarterback, Michael 
Vick. He ran the ball as well as passed it and led the team in an amazing way. As an 
example, he ran the ball for one hundred and thirty yards. Again, for you who might not 
be knowledgeable of football, that is an outstanding statistic. All I can say about this 
quarter of football and Michael Vick is WOW! 

This, however, is not the complete story. After the game I turned to a channel that 
has a panel of four men who discuss the game. The panel included the Governor of 
Pennsylvania. They were so excited! 

But to me what happened during their program was the best part. They televise the 
after the game press conference. The coach of the team and one of the best players who 
ran for sixty-six yards for the winning touchdown had their turns at being interviewed. 
Then it was Michael Vick's turn. He came to the podium and immediately said, “Before 
I say anything, I want to first give praise to my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.” (As 
close as I can remember.) I became so excited that I got on the phone and called my 
sons and brother pastors in case they hadn't heard it so that they could share this testi-
mony with others, including their congregations. 

Why? Because this is a great picture of love and grace. You might recall that sev-
eral years ago Michael Vick was a well- known and successful quarterback for another 
team but was involved with dog fighting and killing dogs on his property. He was ar-
rested, tried, convicted and sent to prison where he spent, I believe, two years. He was 
rightly condemned by everybody. He lost almost everything that was important to him 
and an incredible amount of money. His future looked bleak. He might have been, at 
that time, one of the most hated men, looked down upon by many. 

There was one, however, that did not hate him. God loved him. And not only did 
He love him, but He exercised grace toward him. First, upon his release Vick was given 
an opportunity to play football again and has responded in a great way. Because of love 
and grace, he was given a new opportunity for his life. More importantly, in some way 
God worked to convince him of his need for forgiveness. There is a Christian coach, 
that we know, who visited Vick while he was in prison and I am told he continues to 
mentor him now that he is out of jail. The Spirit of God worked in his life and Vick 
responded, received Christ, and is now born again. 

What a testimony of God's love and grace in the life of a sinner. No matter how 
bad that sinner, God loves and works His grace. Vick has a new life physically and 



spiritually. 

It all starts with love and who God loves. 

Rom. 5:8 “But God commends His love toward us in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for 

Who?  

Rom. 3:23 "For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God." 

God's love makes no distinction. ALL have sinned, and no matter what, He 
LOVES them all. Praise God, he loved Vick, but also He loved me and you. 

The song writer wrote, 

“I am so glad that our Father in Heaven Tells of His love in the book He 
has given. Wonderful things in the Bible I see This is the dearest that 
Jesus loves me.” 

Then comes grace: 

Eph. 2:8 “For by grace are you saved through faith, and not of your-
selves, it is the gift of God.” The hymn writer wrote: 

Grace, Grace, God's grace, 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within... 
 Grace that is greater than all our sin. 

Love and grace. Michael Vick exerienced it and so have all of us who are now the 
children of God. Praise God! But that is not where the experience is to end. There is 
now a life to live in that love and grace and to live to demonstrate that experience. 

Having experienced God's love and continuing to live in that love, we too are to be 
beings of love. 

I John 4:16 “We have known and believed the love that God has to us. 
God is love and he that dwells in love dwells in God and God in him.” 

II John 6 “And this is love that we walk after His commandments.” 

As God loved and exercised grace, we are to love and exercise grace. 

I John 4:7 “Love is of God and everyone that loves (exercises grace) is 
born of God and knows God.” (Read I John 3, 4, II John) 

There is not enough space to write about what we should do but John gives us a 
basic instruction. 

I John 2:6  “He that says he abides in Him, ought himself also so to 
walk, even as He walked.” 

Michael Vick's testimony was the beginning of that walk and one we also should 
do. It is only fulfilled when we put love to action and by grace fulfill all that God would 
have us do. 



Sin Vs. Victimization 

The majority of clients that come 
to us for assistance have no concept of 
the sin in their lives. Many clients see 
nothing wrong with their lifestyles, 
and any guilt they may have had at 
some point has been silenced and 
tucked away in their minds. Eventu-
ally many consider themselves to 
simply be victims of society. There-
fore, they are not responsible for what 
they have done, but simply are casualties of what has happened to them. 

"Sarah" (not her real name) came to us for supplies for her newborn infant. She has 
two other children, both in foster care, and all by different fathers. Sarah was in her 
early twenties, had not completed high school, and saw no hope for the future. She had 
been raised in a single parent home where her mother frequently changed live-in boy-
friends. Sarah had used cocaine and has only been "clean" for less than a year. 

When the client advisor spoke with her about her lifestyle and the destructive path 
she was on, Sarah did not understand that her life was sinful. In fact, there seemed to be 
no guilt whatsoever. Why? Because through psychological counseling she'd received, 
Sarah was confirmed to be a victim and not responsible for her lifestyle. 

Sin has become a disease in our society manifesting itself in drug and alcohol ad-
diction, promiscuity, and a host of other behavioral issues. People are often counseled 
that they are simply victims of their parents or someone else and not directly responsi-
ble for the sin in their lives. It becomes much easier for them to say "I am sick" rather 
than "I have sinned." These victims of society will then claim certain entitlements and 
have no desire to act responsibly. They will often move into a self-pity mode and are 
taught that they should not feel guilty because they were simply victims of their circum-
stances. Guilt has been shunned in our society, yet it is a built-in alarm system for us to 
indicate we have sinned. When we experience pain somewhere in our body, it may be 
an alarm to us that something is physically wrong. When we feel guilt, it should wake 
us up to the fact that there is sin in our life that needs to be dealt with. Psychology, how-
ever, seeks to push guilt aside and instead focus on victimization issues. 

Sometimes with clients like Sarah, it is hard to know exactly where to start with 
our counseling. She knew next to nothing about the Savior, had never been in church, 
and had been counseled to believe her actions were simply the results of being a victim 
of her mother's lifestyle. We decided to sin, the root of all our problems. When ad-
dressed about the sin in her life, Sarah became uncomfortable and defensive. 

As we discussed the Ten Commandments with her and helped her to see she had 
violated all of them, she began to see herself in a different light. She acknowledged 
much sin in connection with her drug addiction and her lifestyle in general. For the first 
time, she seemed to understand the sin was hers and hers alone. She could not blame 
others for the sins she had committed. Sarah responded as many clients over the years 
have, that she'd "never heard it explained this way before." 

This young woman left the center with more than just diapers, formula, and baby 
sleepers! Seeds of eternity had been sown. 

Please join us in praying for the many "Sarah's" that come to our center for assis-
tance and always leave with the Gospel. 



Praying for Japan 

Last night Japan experienced the biggest earthquake in 
its recorded history. The enormous tsunami that followed 
(20 feet high and traveling at 500 mph) is reaching the 
entire Southern/Eastern coast of Japan. Authorities are 
saying that there are possibilities of additional earthquakes 
and tsunamis for the next month. 

A mammoth relief mission is swinging into action in 
north-east Japan. Hundreds are already confirmed as dead 
with the number expected to rise dramatically as more 
information is gathered. Please pray for the people in the 
Sendai area, and that God will use this to somehow point 
Japanese hearts to Christ. We know that He is sovereign, “sustaining all things with 
His powerful word” (Hebrews 1:3). He has a plan in all of this to use it for His glory 
and the eternal joy of the Japanese – we need to be prayer warriors for this right now. 

There is warning of a large radiation leak and many other huge issues facing the 
nation, even as they seek to rescue those still trapped in the wreckage. Japan has issued 
a state of emergency at a second nuclear power plant after its cooling system failed as 
thousands evacuate from the area near the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant with 
radiation levels surging to 1,000 times their normal levels. 

Back in 2004, after a major tsunami, Dr. John Piper wrote the following article enti-
tled “Tsunami, Sovereignty, and Mercy” which has great relevance to this new disaster 
here. 

After the loss of his ten children owing to a “natural disaster” (Job 1:19), Job said, 
“The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord” (Job 
1:21). At the end of the book, the inspired writer confirms Job’s understanding of what 
happened. He says Job’s brothers and sisters “comforted him for all the evil that the 
Lord had brought upon him” (Job 42:11). This has several crucial implications for us 
as we think about the calamity in the Indian Ocean. 

1.  Satan is not ultimate, God is. 
Satan had a hand in Job’s misery, but not the decisive hand. God gave Satan permis-

sion to afflict Job (Job 1:12; 2:10). But Job and the writer of this book treat God as 
the ultimate and decisive cause. When Satan afflicts Job with sores, Job says to his 
wife, “Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?” (Job 2:10), 
and the writer calls these satanic sores “the evil that the Lord had brought upon 
him” (Job 42:11). So Satan is real. Satan brings misery. But Satan is not ultimate or 
decisive. He is on a leash. He goes no farther than God decisively permits. 

2.  Even if Satan caused the earthquake in the Indian Ocean the day 
after Christmas, he is not the decisive cause of 100,000+ deaths, God 
is. 

God claims power over tsunamis in Job 38:8 when he asks Job rhetorically, “Who 
shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb . . . and said, ‘Thus far 
shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stayed’?” Psalm 
89:8-9 says, “O Lord . . . you rule the raging of the sea; when its waves rise, you still 
them.” And Jesus himself has the same control today as he once did over the deadly 
threats of waves: “He . . . rebuked the wind and the raging waves, and they ceased, 
and there was a calm” (Luke 8:24). In other words, even if Satan caused the earth-
quake, God could have stopped the waves. 



3.  Destructive calamities in this world mingle judgment and mercy. 
Their purposes are not simple. Job was a godly man and his miseries were not God’s 

punishment (Job 1:1, 8). Their design was purifying not punishment (Job 42:6). But 
we do not know the spiritual condition of Job’s children. Job was certainly concerned 
about them (Job 1:5). God may have taken their life in judgment. If that is true, then 
the same calamity proved in the end to be mercy for Job and judgment on his children. 
This is true of all calamities. They mingle judgment and mercy. They are both punish-
ment and purification. Suffering, and even death, can be both judgment and mercy at 
the same time. 

The clearest illustration of this is the death of Jesus. It was both judgment and 
mercy. It was judgment on Jesus because he bore our sins (not his own), and it was 
mercy toward us who trust him to bear our punishment (Galatians 3:13; 1 Peter 2:24) 
and be our righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21). Another example is the curse that lies 
on this fallen earth. Those who do not believe in Christ experience it as judgment, but 
believers experience it as, merciful, though painful, preparation for glory. “The crea-
tion was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 
hope” (Romans 8:20). This is God’s subjection. This is why there are tsunamis. 

Who suffers from this fallen world of natural disasters? All of us, Christians in-
cluded: “Not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bod-
ies” (Romans 8:23). For those who cast themselves on the mercy of Christ these afflic-
tions are “preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison” (2 Co-
rinthians 4:17). And when death comes, it is a door to paradise. But for those who do 
not treasure Christ, suffering and death are God’s judgment. “It is time for judgment to 
begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for 
those who do not obey the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17). 

For children, who are too young to process mentally the revelation of God in nature 
or Scripture, death is not the final word of judgment. God’s commitment to display his 
justice publicly means that he does not finally condemn sinful people who could not 
physically construe natural or special revelation (Romans 1:20). There is a difference 
between suppressing revelation that one can mentally comprehend (Romans 1:18), and 
not having a brain sufficient to comprehend it at all. Therefore, when small children 
suffer and die, we may not assume they are being punished or judged. No matter how 
horrible the suffering or death, God can turn it for their greater good. 

4.  The heart that Christ gives to his people feels compassion for 
those who suffer, no matter what their faith. 

When the Bible says, “Weep with those who weep” (Romans 12:15), it does not add, 
“unless God caused the weeping.” Job’s comforters would have done better to weep 
with Job than talk so much. That does not change when we discover that Job’s suffer-
ing was ultimately from God. No, it is right to weep with those who suffer. Pain is 
pain, no matter who causes it. We are all sinners. Empathy flows not from the causes 
of pain, but the company of pain. And we are all in it together. 

5.  Finally, Christ calls us to show mercy to those who suffer, even if 
they do not deserve it. 

That is the meaning of mercy—undeserved help. “Love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you” (Luke 6:27). Therefore, pray earnestly for Scott Purser and his 
team as they investigate the best way that the Global Diaconate can mercifully respond 
with the love of Christ to the calamity around the Indian Ocean. 

In the merciful hands of Almighty God... 


