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Sunday Morning 
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This Week’s Schedule:  
This Week:  
 9:15 AM - Sunday School - Steve Diem will be 

taking up the Book of Joshua in 
Chapter 23 once again! 

 10:30 AM - Morning Worship - Pastor Bill will 
preach on “The Journey of Tragedy 
& Triumph #1 - Suffering & Submis-
sion in Gethsemane” 

 7:00 PM - We will continue our study of Psalm 
9 

Tuesday:  - Anniversary of the Death of Hans 
Nielsen Hauge in 1824 - Revivalist 
Lay Minister in the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Oslo, Norway. 

Wednesday: 7:30 PM -  Prayer Meeting at the Church - Pray-
ing for Church Members and friends. 

Thursday:   John Donne, Poet , Dies in 1631.  
Next Sunday:   
 9:30 AM - In Sunday School, Steve Diem will 

continue with his wonderful study of 
the Book of Joshua. 

 10:30 AM - We will enjoy communion together, 
remembering the Lord’s death to-
gether at His Table; as well as The 
Journey of Tragedy & Triumph #2 - 
The Man Who Missed His Cross” 

 7:00 PM - Evening Service - We will have our 
April Ladies Aid Hymn Sing. 

We’ll be going as a church on April 13th - 
see Bob or Elaine Deger for details... 



21 March, 2011 

Dear Friends, 
I read a well-known verse in my Quiet 

Time today: 2 Corinthians 12:9, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for My strength is made 
prefect in weakness.” I am overwhelmed how 
many times in these past weeks and months 
the Lord has given me the strength and grace 
to continue the ministry. Lynda and I have 
been very busy with the ministry.  We have 
become the leaders of a care group which is 
opening up opportunities for us to minister to 
people from our local church. I have also 
been helping a team from our church teach scripture in our local high school. 

The Lord has opened the door for me to do a lot of preaching and teaching 
the Word of God. Martin and I have been teaching a leadership training course 
called “Source One.” Source One teaches a “Process of Biblical Thinking” 
which can be used in every area of life. We use youth ministry as an example 
of how to develop the process of biblical thinking. We look at the biblical prin-
ciples of youth ministry components, develop the biblical philosophy, create 
the biblical purpose, and then design a biblical program which help us reach 
the goal of training godly people. Pray as we continue to teach this course as 
well as other courses. 

We praise the Lord for Mike and Betsi Calhoun from WOL NY who came 
to be our speakers at our annual Leadership Development Conference. The 
Lord used Mike and Betsi to minister in the hearts of many people and to open 
many doors for us. We had 21 churches represented in our Sydney conference 
with 130 attendees. We also had our first LDC in Melbourne, VIC, and had a 
great time teaching 30 youth leaders that are keen to grow. Mike and Martin 
had the opportunity to have an LDC in Brisbane, QLD. A pastor there called 
and asked us for help in January; so Martin and I went there in February to 
teach on youth ministry with Mike following-up in March.  Martin and I will 
be going to Brisbane again in June. Pray as we seek what the Lord will have 
for us in these cities. 

Our hearts are filled with gratitude when we think of the many of you who 
pray for us and who support us with your financial gifts. Your partnership is a 
valuable part of our ministry and we pray for you often. Thank you for being 
an important part of our team. 

Please take some time to read some exciting family news, an important 
update on Lynda’s health, and some ministry updates on the back of this letter. 
We covet your prayers! 

God Bless, 
Jim and Lynda Dugan 
 “Brethren, Pray for us!” I Thess. 5:25 



Family and Ministry News 
GRANDPARENTS ONCE AGAIN: Brooklyn Lane Dugan came into this 

world at 9:05 pm, weighing 6.7 lbs, on the 2nd of March. Jess and the baby are 
doing well. What a blessing and answer to prayer Brooklyn’s arrival was!  
Lynda went to stay with Jeremiah and Jess before Brooklyn was born so she 
could be there to watch after Bella. Due to a very busy ministry calendar, I 
only had Wednesday the 2nd of March available to be around when the baby 
would be born. Well, as you all know, babies come on their time schedule and 
not mine, unless you believe in prayer! Knowing my schedule, I prayed for 
months for Brooklyn to be born on a Wednesday and the Lord heard my 
prayer. The hospital was very gracious to allow me to see and hold Brooklyn at 
11:30 PM! Then, I had a three hour drive to get home and to get ready for a 
day of ministry at Cabramatta High School! 

Lynda just returned home after staying to help Jess with Bella and Brook-
lyn. Every time I called Lynda, it seems to me she was holding Bella or Brook-
lyn. I thank the Lord for the great family He has given to me. Pray for Jeremiah 
and Jess as they rear Bella and Brooklyn. 

SURGERY ONCE AGAIN: Lynda is scheduled for surgery on the 19th of 
April. The goal of this operation is to help the function of Lynda’s stoma. We 
praise the Lord for Lynda’s doctors who have been such a big help in trying to 
bring some normality to Lynda’s life. Continue to pray for Lynda as she also 
copes with her chronic pelvic floor pain. 

MIKE AND BETSI CALHOUN’S MINISTRY: What a joy it was to host 
Mike and Betsi Calhoun from WOL NY for 10 days of ministry. Mike was the 
main speaker at our Leadership Development Conferences in Sydney, Brisbane 
and Melbourne and Betsi spoke in Sydney and Melbourne. There were many 
youth leaders impacted by Mike and Betsi’s ministry. Pray for the leaders as 
they put the principles into practice. 

Mike was also able to speak at four scripture seminars at Cabramatta Pub-
lic High School. One of the highlights of the day was when a student came up 
to us and told us he received Christ last year when we were there! Pray for 
those students who heard the Word of God this year to open their hearts. 

Prayer Requests: 
· We will be holding two major events later this year: 

· Godly Girl Teen Conference - 26 – 28 Aug 
· Sports Marathon Evangelistic Event – 19 Nov 

· We will be having two major Regional Events (in country NSW): 
· In May we will be having a week of Intouch Seminars (public high 

school ministry) and two Gym Jam evangelistic events in Tamworth, 
NSW. 

· We will be having a missions trip with a church youth group from 
Sydney that will be assisting a small country church in a Kids Club 
reach out. 

· Along with these ministries we are teaching two different leadership train-



ing seminars: Source One – The Process of Biblical Thinking and D4L – 
Disciplines for Life. 

· We will be ministering in the Sydney area with Intouch Seminars (public 
high school ministry). 

· I will continue teaching/preaching at youth groups and Sunday services. 
· I will be going to PNG to help with another health care trip, Lord-willing! 

Personal Needs: 
· That we will be faithful in our spiritual walk and in our ministry. 
· That we will have the strength for all the ministry. 
· For our monthly support needs. 
· For Lynda as she is in pain daily and will be having surgery on 19th of 

April. 

��������	
����������	
����������	
����������	
��
����������������� ���

���
���
���
���� ���

����������������������������������������������������� ���
����������������������������������������� ���

Franklin Graham: Japan disaster could mean end is near 
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The Rev. Franklin Graham says the earthquake and tsunami in Japan could be a sign of 
the end times. The key word there is could . The founder of the Samaritan's Purse charity 
told Newsmax  on Friday: 

What are the signs of [Christ’s] second coming? War and famine and earthquakes … 
escalating like labor pains. ... Maybe this is it, I don’t know. We should pray and be vigilant. 
The Bible teaches us Jesus is going to return someday. Many of us we believe that day is 
sooner rather than later.  

Graham, the son of famed evangelist Billy Graham, is paraphrasing from the Gospel of 
Matthew in the New Testament. In Chapter 24, Jesus is leaving the temple in Jerusalem and 
predicts its destruction. His disciples ask when it will happen, and he answers: 

You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not 
alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines 

and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.  

There are several schools of thought in the Christian tradition on this passage. One 
suggests Jesus is talking about the coming destruction of the temple by the Romans; others 
view it as a warning sign of the end times. 



Throughout the course of Christian history, many have read the words of Jesus into 
their own time. Graham is certainly not alone in his interpretation of the passage, nor is he 
outside the mainstream of most Christian traditions by hedging his assertion with "maybe" 
and "I don't know" instead of giving a definitive, "This is the end!" 

The Rev. Tom Stegman says there are many ways to read the passage in Matthew 24. A 
Jesuit priest and associate professor of New Testament at Boston College, Stegman agrees 
with Graham that Christians ought to remain vigilant in how they live their lives so they line 
up with Christ's teaching. 

“I don’t question anyone’s motivation. However, the history of interpretation of apoca-
lyptic texts and Jesus' speculation about the end in Mark 13 ought to give us pause in involv-
ing ourselves too much in speculation of the end times,” Stegman told CNN. 

Darrell Bock, a research professor of New Testament Studies at Dallas Theological 
Seminary, said the passage is one repeated in Mark and Luke as well. But, Bock said, 
“Matthew is the clearest when talking about the end because of the way the questions start 
off the discourse at the beginning of the passage.” 

Bock said the text Graham quoted from is layered. Unlike other apocalyptic texts like 
the Book of Daniel or Revelation, which many Christians believe prophesy the end times in 
vivid detail, here Jesus has more than one goal. 

“I think you have to be careful. Jesus is trying to do two things at once,” Bock said. 
Jesus is talking about the end times and using these examples “to create in people a responsi-
bility of not knowing when the end will come.” 

"[Jesus] is telling [his disciples] to persevere because they don’t know when the end 
will be," Bock said. “It’s never an attempt to have us calendar out when the end is going to 
happen.  I actually think what Graham is doing is raising the accountability issue,” Bock 
added. 

Eddie Gibbs, a professor of church growth at Fuller Theological Seminary, told CNN 
Graham could represent "a particular segment of the evangelical movement that thinks the 
end is near." 

"My response would be to say the Matthew 24 passage in fact relates to every period of 
history. There have always been catastrophic earthquakes," Gibbs said. 

"The many natural catastrophes that occur are really warning sings to us that life is 
fragile. I think modern people need that warning. When these awful things happen, it is a 
reminder that nature is far, far more powerful than our ability to control it." 

Gibbs said he does not think the earthquake in Japan augurs the end of the world. 

"I would personally regard it as a progressive fulfillment, not that this is a special ful-
fillment of 'end times.' These catastrophes continue to happen, and I think we need them to 
shake us out of our comfort zone." 

“ I think that on Franklin’s side, we do need that reminder today that we live in a finite 
world,” Gibbs said. 

Regardless of Graham's beliefs, his aid organization continues to be on the front lines of 
disasters around the world. 

Last week, Graham's charity shipped 90 tons of relief supplies to Japan. As with many 
other organizations, working in the hardest-hit areas has brought elevated concerns for 
safety. Graham told Newsmax: 

I’ve told my staff, if any of you are nervous you don’t have to go. ... I haven’t had one 
person back out. There are dangers wherever we go in the world, but as Christians 
we put faith in God. He’s called us to do this work. He’ll look after us and protect us. 
It’s not going to stop us from responding and helping. 

[For Pastor Bill’s comments - see the Church’s blog: www.vfbaptist.org]  



Waiting for the Desire of Nations 

 “And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and 
I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts,” Haggai 2:7.  

The longing desire for the coming of the Messiah is also seen in Anna, a widow of 84 
years. We read in Luke 2:37-38: “And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, 
which departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and 
day. And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him 
to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.” 

The hearts of God’s people overflowed with joy. The glory of the second house was 
greater than that of the first, not with gold and silver, but the glory was in the Messiah. He 
came and fulfilled the desire of the nations. He filled the desire of Simeon and of Anna. 
He fulfilled the desire of those who were waiting for Christ.  

The coming of Jesus fulfilled that which was prophesied as we read in Matthew 
13:35:  

“That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will 
open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret 

from the foundation of the world.” 

 What things were kept secret from the foundation of the world? It was the mystery 
of the gospel.  The desire of all nations was fulfilled when Jesus opened His mouth and 
opened that book that was sealed with seven seals. We read that in Revelation 5:9-10: 
“And they sang a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the 
seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and 
priests: and we shall reign on the earth.” 

The angels made heaven ring with rejoicing over the coming of Christ. The joy was 
in the fact that He came and crushed the head of that old serpent, Satan, the devil. He 
brought deliverance for His people. He delivered them from the power of Satan and sin. 
He delivered them from the lightnings and thunderings of Mount Sinai. He satisfied that 
unmerciful law. Now there is mercy, and you and I can come into that kingdom and serve 
God acceptably.  

Jesus said there shall be joy in heaven over one sinner who repents. We read this in 
Luke 15:7: “I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repen-
teth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.”  

The Lord also has His joy and that is in our repentance. When a sinner returns to 
Christ in an attitude of love, submission and repentance the heavens are filled with joy. 

 See the joy in heaven over Christ’s redemption of His church in Revelation 5:11-12:  

“And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the 
throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thou-
sand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud 
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 

wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” 

I want you to see the joy there is in heaven over a sinner who has been redeemed. It 
is that redemption of Christ, coming to redeem sinners, that has caused the millions and 
millions angels in heaven to rejoice. That Lamb that was slain received power to deliver 
us from our sins and from Mount Sinai. He has the power to redeem us from ourselves and 
our own evil hearts. Amen. 


